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Cutting class 

Parents lament elimination 
of DODEA Spanish program 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The U.S. 
military’s school system is getting rid of a popular 
Spanish language program offered at dozens of its 
elementary schools overseas and stateside — and 
parents aren’t happy about it. 

The Department of Defense Education Activity 
announced in school newsletters late last year that 
it was discontinuing its Foreign Language in the 
Elementary School, or FEES, at the end of the cur¬ 
rent school year. 

The program cut is part of a larger cost-saving 
measure to trim some 300 teachers in DODEA, 
a move that will increase middle and high school 
class sizes and free up funds for other priorities, 
such as the continued rollout of new college and 
career-ready academic standards, DODEA offi¬ 
cials have said. 

Parents, meanwhile, have expressed disap¬ 
pointment with the decision in interviews with 
Stars and Stripes and on social media. 

“I’m absolutely disappointed and feel like ev¬ 
erybody loses,’’ said Jessica Moisan, an Air Force 
spouse whose children participate in FEES at Sem- 
bach Elementary School near Kaiserslautern. 

SEE DODEA ON PAGE 4 

Samantha Sanchez, right, teaches Spanish to 
second-graders at Vogelweh Elementary School 
near Kaiserslautern, Germany, on Feb. 22. 

Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 





Moon vows efforts to revive US-N. Korea nuke talks 



Stars and Stripes 


South Korean soldiers take part in a training exercise at 
Rodriguez live Fire Range, South Korea, in 2017. 


By Kim Gamel and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea proposed semi¬ 
official three-way talks to get U.S.-North Korea nuclear 
negotiations back on track, while Seoul and Washington 
launched a week of small-scale military exercises that re¬ 
placed annual war games. 

President Moon Jae-in said he will revive his role as 
mediator between the adversaries after last week’s sum¬ 
mit between President Donald Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un collapsed without agreement. 

“We hope that the two sides will continue their dia¬ 
logue and that the two leaders will achieve the settlement 
that was put off this time by meeting again at the earliest 
date possible,’’ Moon said in a meeting of his National 


Security Council. 

“Our role has also once more become significant in 
the process,’’ he added, calling on his top officials to seek 
ways to narrow the gap and get U.S. and North Korean 
officials back to the table in working-level talks. 

Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha suggested dia¬ 
logue involving officials and private experts from the two 
Koreas and the United States to help bridge differences 
over the extent of sanctions relief in exchange for denucle¬ 
arization steps. 

The breakdown of the second Trump-Kim summit—held 
Feb. 27-28 in Hanoi, Vietnam—was a setback for the South, 
which is eager to advance inter-Korean economic projects 
and prevent a new conflict on the divided peninsula. 

SEE KOREA ON PAGE 3 
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Vet stranded in Korea flies home after mixup 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — US. 
Army combat veteran Tong Yi 
flew home Monday, nearly a 
month after he was detained in 
South Korea for allegedly violat¬ 
ing strict conscription rules. 

Yi, 40, an Ohio restaurant owner 
who also goes by the name Don, 
traveled to Seoul last month to at¬ 
tend his father’s funeral. 

Airport authorities prevented 
him from leaving the country on 
Feb. 6 because he faced a decades- 
old accusation of draft dodging. 

South Korean police detained 
him for several hours. He was 
later released from custody but 
barred from leaving the country 


until March 
2 pending 
review. 

Prosecu¬ 
tors later said 
he was guilty, 
but they de¬ 
cided not to 
pursue the 
case, accord¬ 
ing to Yi. 

Yi, who 
was born in 
Seoul but emigrated with his fam¬ 
ily at age 9, said he’s not angry 
about the experience. 

“I don’t think anyone meant 
me harm, and I believe they have 
these laws in place for a reason,” 
he told Stars and Stripes in a text 
message Monday from the gate 


while waiting for his flight. 

He said all the officials he met 
were “sympathetic to my situation 
and were very professional.” 

Yi said he received American 
citizenship while serving in the 
US. Army from 2004 to 2012, in¬ 
cluding tours in Afghanistan and 
South Korea. 

South Korea, which has faced a 
threat from heavily armed North 
Korea since their 1950-53 war 
ended in stalemate, requires all 
able-bodied men to serve some 
two years in the military. 

It has strict rules governing 
conscription, including one that 
compels South Korean-born men 
to declare plans to remain abroad 
and change citizenship when they 
turn 18. 


Yi failed to do so. He said he 
didn’t realize he still had respon¬ 
sibilities in his native land and 
his detention resulted from a 
misunderstanding. 

His advice to anybody who 
might find themselves in a simi¬ 
lar situation is to check with the 
South Korean Consulate in the 
United States before traveling to 
the peninsula. 

Similar situations have oc¬ 
curred in the past due to South 
Korea’s strict laws and attention 
to family bloodlines. 

In one extreme case, an Ameri¬ 
can man was forced into the South 
Korean military even though he 
was born in Champaign, Ill., to 
immigrant parents. 

Young Chun, who wrote a book 


about his experience called “The 
Accidental Citizen-Soldier,” went 
to teach English for a year in 
South Korea in 2002 only to learn 
his birthplace had been mistak¬ 
enly entered in the official family 
registry system as Seoul. 

The government said the then- 
22-year-old had to complete his 
mandatory military service or 
face prison. 

In Yi’s case, he received an out¬ 
pouring of support from his com¬ 
munity, fellow veterans and many 
servicemembers after he posted 
an appeal on Facebook. 

“I have so much to be thankful 
for,” Yi said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 



Pentagon sends THAAD system to Israel 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — The U.S. mil¬ 
itary has deployed an advanced missile de¬ 
fense system to Israel where it will operate 
from various locations in an effort to bolster 
Israeli defenses, the military said Monday. 

The decision to send the Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense system, known as 
THAAD, to Israel was part of a new Pen¬ 
tagon strategy that calls for the more rapid 
and unpredictable deployment of forces 
around the world. 

“These actions make our activities un¬ 
predictable to adversaries while maintain¬ 
ing strategic predictability for our allies 
and partners,” U.S. European Command 
said in a statement. 

EUCOM did not cite a specific threat, but 
Israel has grown increasingly concerned 
about Iran-backed forces in neighboring 


Syria, where the Jewish state has carried 
out scores of airstrikes. 

Dynamic Force Employment, which was 
introduced by former Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, already has altered how the 
Navy sends its warships worldwide as it 
shifts from traditional six-month deploy¬ 
ments to a flexible system that can involve 
shorter but more frequent stints at sea. 

Last year, the Army released a new strat¬ 
egy that also called for more unpredictable 
deployments. 

At the direction of acting Defense Sec¬ 
retary Pat Shanahan, the 11th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade, 32nd Army Air and Mis¬ 
sile Defense Command out of Fort Bliss, 
Texas, was dispatched to Israel for an un¬ 
specified duration. It’s perhaps the high¬ 
est profile “Dynamic Force Employment” 
modeled mission for U.S. Army Europe. 

“DoD’s Dynamic Force Employment 


changes the way the U.S. military employs 
our forces to provide proactive and scalable 
options in support of National Defense ob¬ 
jectives,” EUCOM said in a press release. 

EUCOM said the deployment showcases 
America’s commitment to Israel’s security. 

“THAAD is the most advanced inte¬ 
grated air and missile defense system in 
the world, and this deployment readiness 
exercise demonstrates that U.S. forces are 
agile, and can respond quickly and unpre- 
dictably to any threat, anywhere, at any 
time,” it said. 

U.S. soldiers will work alongside their 
Israeli counterparts on a mission that will 
incorporate U.S. capabilities and systems 
stationed in the United States and Eu¬ 
rope along with those of the Israel Defense 
Force. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 



Aaron SiwiTH/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


American troops offload a THAAD 
launcher from a C-17 Globemaster III at 
Nevatim Air Base, Israel, on March 1. 
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Korea: Moon says prolonged impasse ‘is never desirable’ 



President Donald Trump shakes hands with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un at their summit in Hanoi on Wednesday. 

Trump blames Cohen hearing for failed summit 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Trump said he had to “walk away” in¬ 
stead of taking what he called a “bad deal.” 
But the two sides have promised to contin¬ 
ue dialogue. 

Moon took office at a time when the 
North and the United States were trad¬ 
ing threats of war as Pyongyang showed 
strong progress in developing a long-range 
nuclear weapon. 

He has frequently had to step in to push 
the two sides to the table, including helping 
to set up the first U.S.-North Korea summit 
on June 12 in Singapore. 

“I believe that dialogue between the two 
sides will eventually lead to a settlement,” 
he said, but he stressed that “a prolonged 
hiatus or impasse in dialogue is never 
desirable.” 

Moon also insisted that South Korea 
will press forward with initiatives with 
the North but will stay within the limits 
of the U.S.-led economic sanctions, which 
are aimed at punishing Pyongyang for its 
nuclear weapons program. 

The UN. Security Council has granted 
several exemptions to allow projects such 
as demining operations and a train survey 
to go forward. 

In a bid to keep tensions low, Seoul and 
Washington have canceled annual war 
games known as Key Resolve and Foal 
Eagle, which traditionally have involved 
tens of thousands of US. and South Korean 
soldiers and the deployment of powerful 
aircraft carriers and strategic bombers. 

The drills always infuriate the commu¬ 
nist state, which considers them a rehears¬ 
al for an invasion. 

Instead, the allies kicked off a rebrand¬ 
ed computer-simulated exercise dubbed 
Dong Maeng, which means “alliance,” on 
Monday but gave few details about what it 
entails. It is due to end March 12, about a 
quarter of the time previously allotted for 
springtime drills. 

“It is important for professional armies 
to train and maintain ... a standard of 
readiness,” the top U.S. commander on 
the peninsula, Gen. Robert Abrams, and 
South Korea’s chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Gen. Park Han-ki, said Sunday. 
“These exercises are crucial in sustaining 
and strengthening the alliance.” 

The U.S. maintains some 28,500 service- 
members in South Korea, which remains 
technically at war with the North after 
their 1950-53 conflict ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty. 

South Korea’s Defense Ministry dis¬ 
missed concerns that the reorganization of 
exercises will hurt military readiness. 

“We don’t see any problem with our joint 
defense posture, which will be maintained 
through the new command post exercise 
and revised field training programs,” 
spokeswoman Choi Hyun-soo told report¬ 
ers Monday. “Although the length of the 
exercises is reduced, we will have no prob¬ 
lems in achieving the practical goals.” 

Trump, meanwhile, reiterated his dis¬ 
like for the drills, which he has said are too 
expensive. 

“The reason I do not want military drills 
with South Korea is to save hundreds of 
millions of dollars for the U.S. for which 
we are not reimbursed,” he tweeted Sun¬ 
day. “That was my position long before I 
became President. Also, reducing tensions 
with North Korea at this time is a good 
thing!” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


By Kevin Freeing 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump is suggesting that a congressio¬ 
nal hearing Democrats arranged with 
his former personal attorney may have 
contributed to his failure to reach a deal 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

Trump left his summit in Vietnam 
with the North Korean leader last week 
without reaching an agreement after 
Trump said he wasn’t willing to give in 
to Kim’s demand to lift U.S. sanctions at 
this time. 

After sending his national security 
adviser, John Bolton, to the Sunday talk 
shows to paint the summit as a success. 
Trump lashed out at Democrats in a 
tweet Sunday night, criticizing their de¬ 
cision to hold the hearing featuring his 
former lawyer, Michael Cohen, while he 
was overseas. 

“For the Democrats to interview in 
open hearings a convicted liar & fraud¬ 
ster, at the same time as the very impor¬ 
tant Nuclear Summit with North Korea, 
is perhaps a new low in American politics 
and may have contributed to the ‘walk,’” 
Trump tweeted. “Never done when a 
president is overseas. Shame!” 

The White House did not immediately 
respond to questions about why the hear¬ 
ing would have contributed to Trump’s 
decision not to accept Kim’s terms or 
whether members of the North Korean 
negotiating team indicated they were 
aware of the split-screen news coverage 
in the U.S. 

As Trump wrapped up his trip to the 
summit last week, he complained that 
Democrats had scheduled the hearing 
at the same time as his negotiations. He 
described it as a “fake hearing” and said 
having it in the middle of this “very im¬ 
portant summit” was “really a terrible 


thing.” Trump said they could have held 
it a few days later and had more time to 
prepare. 

During the House Oversight Commit¬ 
tee hearing, Cohen, who has turned on 
Trump and has pleaded guilty to lying to 
Congress earlier to protect Trump, was 
harshly critical of his former boss, call¬ 
ing him a racist, a con man and a cheat. 

In his Sunday show appearances, 
Bolton described the summit as a suc¬ 
cess despite the lack of an agreement 
providing for verifiable dismantling of 
the North’s nuclear sites. Bolton, in three 
television interviews, tried to make the 
case that Trump advanced America’s 
national security interests by rejecting 
a bad agreement while working to per¬ 
suade Kim to take “the big deal that re¬ 
ally could make a difference for North 
Korea.” 

The U.S. and North Korea have of¬ 
fered contradictory accounts of why last 
week’s summit in Vietnam broke down, 
though both have pointed to American 
sanctions as a sticking point. 

Bolton said the leaders left on good 
terms and that Trump made an im¬ 
portant point to North Korea and other 
countries that negotiate with him. 

“He’s not desperate for a deal, not with 
North Korea, not with anybody if it’s con¬ 
trary to American national interests,” 
Bolton said. 

Bolton also sought to explain Trump’s 
comments about taking Kim’s word about 
Otto Warmbier, the American college 
student who was held prisoner in North 
Korea and was sent home in a vegetative 
state and later died. Trump said he didn’t 
believe Kim knew about or would have 
allowed what happened to Warmbier. 

“He tells me that he didn’t know about 
it, and I will take him at his word,” Trump 
said at a news conference last week. 

Bolton said Trump’s “got a difficult 


line to walk to” in negotiating with North 
Korea. 

“It doesn’t mean that he accepts it as 
reality. It means that he accepts that’s 
what Kim Jong Un said,” Bolton said. 

House Minority Leader Kevin McCar¬ 
thy, R-Calif., a close Trump ally, broke 
with the president. 

“I think Kim knew what happened, 
which was wrong,” McCarthy said. 

Some have been critical of Trump for 
letting Kim stand with him on the world 
stage given North Korea’s poor human 
rights record. Kim will be able to por¬ 
tray himself to his people and supporters 
as the charismatic head of a nuclear¬ 
armed power, not an international pari¬ 
ah that starves its citizens so it can build 
weapons. 

Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff, chair¬ 
man of the House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee, summarized the summit as a 
“spectacular failure” made all the worse 
by Trump’s comments on the “murder of 
an American citizen, Otto Warmbier.” 

But Bolton said Trump’s view is that 
he “gave nothing away.” 

Also, Bolton said Trump has “turned 
traditional diplomacy on its head and, 
after all, in the case of North Korea, why 
not? Traditional diplomacy has failed in 
the last three administrations.” 

An example of that nontraditional 
diplomacy was formally unveiled Sun¬ 
day when South Korea and the U.S. an¬ 
nounced they would not conduct massive 
springtime military drills and were re¬ 
placing them with smaller exercises. 
They described it as an effort to support 
diplomacy aimed at resolving the North 
Korean nuclear crisis. 

Bolton spoke on “Fox News Sunday,” 
CNN’s “State of the Union” and CBS’ 
“Face the Nation.” McCarthy was on 
ABC’s “This Week,” and Schiff was on 
CBS. 
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Photos by Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 

Samantha Sanchez, rear left, observes second-graders in her Spanish FLES class on Feb. 22 at Vogelweh Elementary School near 
Kaiserslautern, Germany. 



The months and days of the week and other words are displayed in Spanish in the 


DODEA: Review 
showed lack 
of consistency 
between schools 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“At least keep it running in the schools 
where it’s thriving,” Moisan said. 

FLES began as a DODEA pilot program 
in 2006. The intent was to introduce chil¬ 
dren to a second language at a young age, 
heeding a call to action from Defense De¬ 
partment leaders to increase the nation’s 
foreign language proficiency and cultural 
understanding following the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terror attacks. 

“DODEA was given the charge by one of 
our reporting authorities to institute some 
type of foreign language program in the 
elementary schools,” said Lisa Holloway, 
DODEA chief of curriculum and standards. 
The goal was to help students “have a thirst 
for being at least bilingual” so after they 
graduated “they’d be more marketable.” 

FLES was designed to provide a mini¬ 
mum of 90 minutes of Spanish instruction 
per week. It started in 27 schools and ex¬ 
panded to 61 schools in 2008, including 18 
in Europe. It’s mostly offered in kindergar¬ 
ten through third grade, though more than 
a dozen schools expanded the program to 
include fourth and fifth grade and, in a few 
instances, sixth grade. 

Inconsistencies found 

DODEA made the decision to end FLES 
based on a 2014 review that found incon¬ 
sistencies between schools in the program, 
including with curriculum, quality of in¬ 
struction and teacher language fluency, 
among other factors, DODEA officials 
said. 

FLES classrooms were observed and 
teachers and students were interviewed, 
Holloway said. 

“I only observed maybe five FLES class¬ 
rooms, and I never saw the same thing tak¬ 
ing place in any of those classrooms,” she 
said. 

DODEA’s evaluation of FLES included 
a visit to the schools that were part of the 
pilot and any other nearby schools that sub¬ 
sequently added a FLES program, DODEA 
spokesman Will Griffin told Stars and 
Stripes. 

Holloway said some schools were using 
the original curriculum from the pilot 
while others created their own curriculum 
or used online materials. 

Language ability varied. Some FLES 
teachers were native Spanish speakers 
while others had only one college-level 
Spanish course, the minimum language re¬ 
quirement for the program, she said. 

Additional findings DODEA shared 
from the “internal summary” of the review 
noted that many schools decreased the 90- 
minute per week FLES time to expand the 
program to grades 4 to 6. There was also 
little evidence of differentiation between 
gifted, more advanced Spanish speakers, 
non-native English speakers and special 
education students. 

Holloway said some students thought 
very highly of the program while others 
“felt it was a place keeper,” especially some 
of the fourth- and fifth-grade students who 
told evaluators “it was not the same level 
of rigor ... that they would receive in their 
core classes,” she said. 

DODEA currently has world language 
standards — but there’s no standard that 
says students should have exposure to for¬ 
eign language from kindergarten to 12th 
grade, Holloway said. 

“I do recognize that there were areas 


FLES classroom. 

where this program was really flourishing 
and I applaud those areas ...” Holloway 
said. “I hope that one day we will be able to 
reinstitute a viable FLES program where 
all of our elementary students will benefit 
and benefit at the same level.” 

Singing songs in Spanish 

In the U.S., foreign language instruction 
in elementary schools appears to be on the 
decline. In 1997, 31 percent of elementary 
schools taught languages, compared with 
25 percent in 2008, according to a survey 
by the Center for Applied Linguistics pub¬ 
lished in 2011. The decrease was mostly 
seen in public schools; more than 50 percent 
of private U.S. schools that were surveyed 
offered some type of language classes. 

Military parents say DODEA should be 
leading the charge in language instruction, 
given that so many military families spend 
time overseas. 

“To me, it’s just so confusing why it’s not 
something we’re investing in, especially 
with this demographic,” Moisan said. 

She said both her kindergartner and first- 
grader have picked up some Spanish and 
look forward to FLES class at Sembach. 


“They come home, and they sing songs, 
point out colors (in Spanish),” she said. 
Spanish has become “part of their daily 
conversation. When they found out they 
would not have it next year ... my daughter 
cried.” 

Time and intensity 

Research points to numerous benefits of 
foreign language study in the early years, 
from improved cognitive ability to higher 
achievement in reading and math. 

Studies show that time and intensity are 
key factors in language acquisition. FLES 
can lead to limited proficiency if the pro¬ 
gram is sequential and meets at least 75 
minutes per week for two years or more. 
Immersion programs, in which students 
are exposed to a foreign language at least 
50 percent of classroom time, have shown 
to be more effective than FLES. 

Only a few DODEA schools offer elemen¬ 
tary language immersion classes, a decision 
that’s left to local schools and not directed 
by headquarters, school officials said. 
DODEA’s host nation classes, meanwhile, 
focus more on culture than language. 

But teaching Spanish twice a week for 


45 minutes, “it’s definitely helping,” said 
Samantha Sanchez, the FLES teacher at 
Vogelweh Elementary School. 

A native Spanish speaker from Mexico, 
Sanchez has taught FLES for four years. 

She speaks to her students in Spanish, 
then repeats her words in English. Many of 
her students can count to 40 or 50 in Span¬ 
ish, she said, and they know their colors, 
some commands and greetings. 

“Most of these kids are going back to the 
States where Spanish is the second most 
spoken language” after English, she said. 

Trying to save the program 

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Charles Crespo, an 
aircraft maintainer at Spangdahlem Air 
Base from Puerto Rico, said the school’s 
FLES program is not only beneficial for his 
son, a native Spanish speaker, but also for 
his son’s first-grade classmates, who try to 
converse with his son in Spanish. 

“I’ve seen it numerous times, kids trying 
to interact with my kid in Spanish,” he said. 

Crespo also serves as a Spanish transla¬ 
tor in the Air Force’s language program 
and has traveled extensively to Latin Amer¬ 
ica and other Spanish-speaking locales in 
that role. 

“I know how important cultural (un¬ 
derstanding) and language is for the Air 
Force,” he said. “And how it’s so important 
for our kids. That’s why it’s so upsetting to 
me” to see FLES go away. 

The Hispanic club at Spangdahlem has 
cooked for the kids on Cinco de Mayo and is 
planning a farewell event for FLES in May, 
Crespo said. 

“I know a lot of parents, they’re disap¬ 
pointed. They don’t want to see it go,” he 
said. 

Moisan posted a survey on Facebook ask¬ 
ing parents their opinion of FLES last fall. 

“Within the first day, over 250 people re¬ 
sponded. It was a resounding, ‘Yes, we think 
this program is important and we want to 
keep it,”’ she said. 

A member of Sembach’s school advisory 
committee, Moisan worked with the com¬ 
mittee to try and save the program at Sem¬ 
bach, to no avail. 

Moisan said she was told one possible 
solution DODEA is considering is making 
FLES an after-school program. 

“That was upsetting to me,” she said. 
“That doesn’t reach the whole student 
body.” 

svan.jenniferdistripes.com 
Twitter: (fistripesktown 
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Hundreds leave 
ISIS-held area 
as fighting slows 



By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — Hundreds 
of people including fighters from 
Islamic State evacuated their last 
foothold in eastern Syria on Mon¬ 
day, hours after U.S.-backed Syr¬ 
ian fighters said they were forced 
to slow their advance because the 
extremists are using civilians as 
human shields. 

Despite that hindrance, a 
spokesman for the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces, Mus¬ 
tafa Bali, tweeted that the battle 
to retake Baghouz, the last ter¬ 
ritory in Syria held by ISIS, was 
“going to be over soon.” 

Later Monday, an SDF official 
said some 500 people, including 
fighters, have surrendered and 
evacuated the village of Baghouz 
and its surrounding areas. Ci- 
yager, the nom de guerre of an 
official with the Kurdish-led SDF, 
added that 200 more people were 


expected to evacuate the village 
of Baghouz later Monday. 

Dozens of men, women and 
children climbed hills on foot and 
were later seen getting into small 
trucks after they were searched 
by SDF fighters manning the 
evacuation corridor. 

An SDF official who goes by 
Mervan The Brave said many 
ISIS gunmen are still inside and 
prepared to fight. “This is not the 
end. We maybe on the threshold 
of a new battle,” he said. 

He said those who left the ISIS- 
held area on Monday include 
people from Bosnia, Turkistan, 
Kazakhstan, Turkey, Syria and a 
man who claims he’s French. 

The U.S.-backed forces re¬ 
sumed their offensive on Bag¬ 
houz on Friday after a two-week 
pause to allow for the evacuation 
of civilians. 

Retaking the sliver of land 
would be a milestone in the devas¬ 


tating four-year campaign to end 
ISIS’ self-proclaimed “caliphate” 
that once straddled a vast terri¬ 
tory across both Syria and Iraq. 

“We’re slowing down the of¬ 
fensive” due to a small number of 
civilians held as human shields, 
Bali said. The previous night, an 
SDF statement said the Kurdish- 
led forces would continue their 
military campaign “to take con¬ 
trol of the last ISIS-held pocket 


in Baghouz and to liberate the re¬ 
maining civilians who are being 
used as human shields.” 

“In order not to harm them, 
we are advancing slowly but we 
assert that the battle of Baghouz 
will end in a short period of time,” 
it said. 

ISIS militants are desperately 
fighting to hang on to the last tiny 
piece of land in eastern Syria, de¬ 
ploying snipers and guided mis¬ 


siles and using dug-out tunnels 
for surprise attacks. 

On Sunday, black smoke bil¬ 
lowed over the besieged speck of 
land in the village after airstrikes 
hit several targets. SDF fighters 
had tightened the noose on the 
militants the day before, advanc¬ 
ing from two fronts and cutting 
off their access to the river in 
Baghouz. 


Iranian influence, US push stand in 
the way of Assad rejoining Arab fold 


By Liz Sly 

The Washington Post 

BEIRUT — Efforts by Arab states to re-engage 
with Syrian President Bashar Assad, now that he 
has prevailed in the civil war, have been put on hold 
after a push by the United States to deter its allies 
from renewing ties with his government. 

A decision late last year by the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates to reopen its embassy in Damascus and over¬ 
tures being made to Assad by other Arab states 
gave rise to expectations that he 
ANALYSIS would soon be welcomed back into 
the Arab fold, eight years after the 
rebellion against his rule isolated 
him from most Arab countries. 

But the Trump administration has pressed its 
allies to hold back, warning that any moves to par¬ 
ticipate in the rebuilding of Syria would trigger US. 
sanctions designed to pressure Assad into accepting 
political reforms, US. officials say. 

Many Arab states, meanwhile, are unsure wheth¬ 
er they want to rehabilitate a leader who remains 
bound to Iran by a long and close alliance, accord¬ 
ing to diplomats in the region. Iran has gained influ¬ 
ence in Syria by helping Assad win the war. 

The U.S. position on Iran’s role is “that political 
isolation and political pressure (are) the appropriate 
approach,” said a senior U.S. official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to brief the news media. 
The objectives include the exit from Syria “of all 
Iranian-commanded forces,” he said. 

Russia is pushing in the opposite direction and 
urging Arab governments to build bridges with Da¬ 
mascus, say diplomats who have been briefed on the 
issue. Moscow is trying to persuade Arab govern¬ 
ments to re-engage with Assad to curtail Iran’s in¬ 
fluence, according to the diplomats. 

The question of how to address the issues posed 
by Assad’s survival after eight years of war is cru¬ 
cial for Syria and its Arab neighbors. Many of those 
countries supported the anti-Assad rebellion and 
are confronting the reality that he is likely to re¬ 


main in power for the foreseeable future. 

Syria is hoping that Arab states will fund at least 
some of the vast cost, widely estimated at about $400 
billion, of rebuilding the country after the devastat¬ 
ing war. Supporters of the Syrian government boast 
that Arab countries are lining up to participate in 
the reconstruction effort, putting Assad in a position 
to choose which offers to accept, “like a beauty con¬ 
test,” said Salem Zahran, a political consultant. 

Arab governments have watched with dismay as 
their non-Arab rivals Turkey and Iran have gained 
influence in Syria in their absence, leaving them 
without influence in a country that lies at the heart 
of the Arab world. Syria was expelled from the Arab 
League in the first year of the revolt, and the coun¬ 
try’s future is now being decided by the Russia-led 
peace process that includes Turkey and Iran. 

“There’s zero Arab influence in Damascus. Zero,” 
the UAE’s minister of state for foreign affairs, 
Anwar Gargash, said in an interview, explaining his 
country’s decision to restore diplomatic relations. 
“Because we burnt all our bridges in 2011, that has 
allowed regional players such as Turkey and Iran to 
be the main determinant. And suddenly the Arabs 
have zero say.” 

The issue is expected to be raised at the Arab 
League summit in Tunisia this month, with several 
Arab governments, including Tunisia’s and Iraq’s, 
expressing support for a push to readmit Syria to 
the league. 

Arab officials say there is no agreement for such 
a move. “For Syria to return, there must be consen¬ 
sus,” Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit told reporters in Beirut last month. “I do not 
yet observe conclusions that lead to the consensus 
that we are talking about.” 

Saudi Arabia and Egypt, two regional powers, are 
holding out against moves to revive Syria’s member¬ 
ship, diplomats say. “It’s clear Egypt and Saudi are 
holding the line, and as long as they remain firm, the 
moves of other Arab Gulf countries are not going to 
be decisive in restoring Assad’s role,” said a Western 
diplomat, speaking on the condition of anonymity. 


New Zealander with ISIS 
in Syria expects to go home 


Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zea¬ 
land — A New Zealand man who 
joined Islamic State has been 
captured in Syria and told jour¬ 
nalists he regrets not being able 
to afford a slave and expects to 
return home. 

Mark Taylor is among a half- 
dozen or so New Zealanders 
thought to have joined the mili¬ 
tant group. He remains a citizen, 
but New Zealand officials say his 
detention abroad and apparent 
lack of travel documents are ob¬ 
stacles to his return and he may 
face legal consequences for his 
actions. 

Known by the Twitter handle 
“Kiwi Jihadi,” Taylor notoriously 
forgot to turn off Twitter’s geo¬ 
tagging function in 2014, alerting 
outsiders to the location of ISIS 
fighters. 

Taylor, who is in his mid-40s, 
told the Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. from a Kurdish prison that 


after five years with ISIS, he fled 
in December and surrendered 
to Kurdish forces because life 
had become unbearable. He said 
there was no food or money and 
basic services had collapsed. 

Taylor said he wasn’t a fighter 
but worked for the group as a 
guard on the border between ISIS 
and Syrian government forces. He 
said he was jailed three times by 
ISIS, including once for 50 days 
over the geotagging incident. 

Taylor said he regretted not 
being able to afford a Yazidi slave. 
ISIS took thousands of Yazidi 
women and girls as sex slaves, 
viewing female members of the 
religious minority as heretics 
worthy of subjugation and rape. 

Taylor said he got stuck being 
married to two Syrian women, 
and that neither relationship 
worked out. 

He said he would be surprised 
if New Zealand did not take him 
back, although he expected he’d 
be spending time in jail. 
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Video showing 
2 Marines in 
blackface probed 



Julio MARTiNEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


On a new mission 

Naval Support Activity Bethesda Commanding Officer Capt. Mary Seymour, center, poses for a photo 
alongside Elaine Rogers, left, president and chief executive officer of USO-Metro; Hospital Corpsman 
2nd Class Samantha Murdock, right; and new Walter Reed Bethesda facility dog Sully H.W. Bush after 
Sully’s welcome aboard ceremony at the USO Warrior and Family Center on Feb. 27. 


Russia may have sights on US naval base 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON - The Marine 
Corps has launched an investiga¬ 
tion into a video of two Marines 
in blackface, dressed in com¬ 
bat uniforms and making racial 
slurs that was posted to social 
media and viewed by hundreds 
of thousands of people. 

The video was posted by a Ma¬ 
rine assigned to Marine Corps 
Air Station Miramar in Califor¬ 
nia, according to the Marines. 

The investigation is being con¬ 
ducted by the unit that the Ma¬ 
rines are assigned to, the 3rd 
Marine Airlift Wing, according 
to a statement Monday from the 
unit. 

Marine officials did not iden¬ 
tify the servicemembers who ap¬ 
pear in the video by name. 

The video was posted initially 
on Snapchat and then reposted 
on Twitter by an individual who 
said he shared it to point out rac¬ 
ism in the Marine Corps. 

In the video, two Marines in 
their uniforms appear with their 
faces darkened. 

One Marine is heard saying, 
“blackface.” The other Marine 
then places his cover on his head 
and salutes as he says, “Good 
morning, sir.” 

The clip ends as the first Ma¬ 
rine says, “Hello, monkey.” 

Both Marines in the video ap¬ 
pear to be white males. 

It was not clear when the video 
was initially posted to Snapchat, 
but it was shared on Twitter 
on Feb. 23 and has since been 
viewed about 250,000 times, 
shared another 7,600 times and 
received at least 880 comments. 

“Our leaders are committed 
to maintaining an environment 
of professionalism, dignity, and 
respect,” the Marine statement 
emailed Monday read. “3rd 
[Marine Airlift Wing] takes all 
allegations of discriminatory 
behavior very seriously as they 
stand in stark contrast of our 
core values of honor, courage, 
and commitment and do not re¬ 
flect the discipline and profes¬ 


sionalism of the Marines and 
sailors of 3rd MAW.” 

Spokespersons for the Corps 
declined to answer additional 
questions, including whether 
the Marines had been punished 
or what kind of punishment they 
could face. 

The incident comes in the 
weeks after top Virginia officials 
received m^or media atten¬ 
tion and calls for their resigna¬ 
tion after admitting to donning 
blackface in the past. Gov. Ralph 
Northam and Attorney General 
Mark Herring, both Democrats, 
last month admitted to darken¬ 
ing their faces decades ago as 
part of costumes depicting black 
entertainers. 

Blackface traces its roots to 
minstrel shows in the 1830s in 
which white performers dark¬ 
ened their faces typically with 
burnt cork or shoe polish and 
wore tattered clothing to depict 
black slaves in the American 
south, according to the National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture. 

The performers would portray 
black people as “lazy, ignorant, 
superstitious, hypersexual, and 
prone to thievery and coward¬ 
ice,” according to information on 
the museum’s website. 

KPBS, a public broadcasting 
station in San Diego, identified 
one of the Marines in the video 
as Zach Highfield, alleging it 
was initially posted to his Snap¬ 
chat account. 

Highfield told the station that 
he and the other Marine, whose 
name remained unknown Mon¬ 
day, wore charcoal face cleans¬ 
ing masks in the video. He said 
he did not intend to post the video 
and added he would take respon¬ 
sibility for his actions. 

“It looks a lot worse than it is,” 
Highfield told KPBS, the station 
reported. “It was a bad mistake. 
We had no intention to offend.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Hal Bernton 
The Seattle Times 

SEATTLE — A Russian state 
television broadcaster asserts 
that one of his country’s top tar¬ 
gets for attack in the event of nu¬ 
clear war would be a 4,700-acre 
site east of Arlington that encom¬ 
passes a key transmission center 
for the Pacific submarine fleet 
and a forested recreational area 
for military personnel. 

Naval Radio Station Jim Creek 


is a forested expanse of land near 
Arlington that hosts a mqjor com¬ 
munications hub for the Pacific 
submarine fleet that a Russian 
broadcaster asserts would be 
among the top U.S. targets in the 
event of nuclear war. 

In a Sunday evening broadcast, 
Dmitry Kiselyov featured a map 
of the United States that listed 
Jim Creek along with the Penta¬ 
gon and the presidential retreat 
at Camp David as initial strike 
targets Russian would want to 


hit, according to a report from 
Reuters. 

Kiselyov is a high-profile jour¬ 
nalist tapped by the Russian gov¬ 
ernment to head a weekly news 
show called “Vesti Nedeli.” But 
Kiselyov’s credentials as a Krem¬ 
lin insider appear to be diminished 
by his inclusion on the map aired 
Sunday of Fort Ritchie, a military 
training center in Maryland that 
closed in 1998, and McClellan Air 
Force Base in California, which 
was shuttered in 2001. 


173rd Airborne Brigade soldier found dead in barracks in Vicenza 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A soldier 
assigned to the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade was found dead in the 
barracks Sunday morning, bri¬ 
gade officials said. 

Officials declined to release any 
information about the deceased 


soldier, saying that they were 
prevented from doing so until 24 
hours after next of kin had been 
notified, and that such notifica¬ 
tion had not been completed. 

The local newspaper, II Gior- 
nale di Vicenza, however, report¬ 
ed that the soldier was 19 years 
old and that officials investigat¬ 
ing the death noted the presence 


of drugs and alcohol in the bar¬ 
racks room. 

The soldier is the second in five 
months and the third in less than 
a year to be found lifeless in bar¬ 
racks rooms on Caserma Ederle. 

In October, Sgt. Kevin Connor, 
24, was found unresponsive in 
the barracks after other soldiers 
called paramedics. Alcohol poi¬ 


soning or aspiration was suspect¬ 
ed in his death. 

In June, Staff Sgt. Krasean 
Clayborn, 36, was found dead in 
his barracks room after he did 
not show up for work. 

Clayborn’s cause of death was 
not disclosed, although his moth¬ 
er reported that he’d told her on 
the phone that he wasn’t feeling 


well the previous day. 

In August, 2017, fellow soldiers 
found the body of 21-year-old in¬ 
fantryman Pfc. Andrew Young. 
Army officials declined to dis¬ 
close Young’s cause of death, 
although they said there was no 
sign of foul play. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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Alabama tornado kills at least 23 people 


Associated Press 

BEAUREGARD, Ala. — Res¬ 
cuers searched for victims Mon¬ 
day amid homes smashed to their 
foundations, shredded metal dan¬ 
gling from trees and dead animals 
lying in the open after a tornado 
ripped through a rural Alabama 
community and killed at least 23 
people, including children. 

Traveling straight down a 
county road, the twister on Sun¬ 
day carved a trail of destruc¬ 
tion at least a half-mile wide and 
about a mile long Sunday, over¬ 
whelming the Lee County coro¬ 
ner’s office, which was forced to 
call in help from the state. 

“It looks like someone almost 


just took a giant knife and scraped 
the ground,” Sheriff Jay Jones 
said. 

With daybreak, volunteers 
used chain saws to clear paths for 
emergency workers, and at the 
R&D Grocery, people were con¬ 
stantly asking each other if they 
were OK. 

“I’m still thanking God I’m 
among the living,” said John 
Jones, who has hved most of his 
life in Beauregard, an unincor¬ 
porated community of roughly 
10,000 people about 60 miles east 
of Montgomery near the Georgia 
state line. 

The twister, with winds of 160 
mph or higher, was part of a pow¬ 
erful storm system that slashed 


Northeast digging out 
after late winter storm 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A late winter 
storm dropped more than a foot 
of snow on parts of the northeast¬ 
ern US. overnight — prompting 
school closures across the region, 
knocking out power to thousands 
and slowing the Monday morning 
commute to a crawl. 

The storm, which hit the hard¬ 
est in the early morning hours of 
Monday, dumped more than a foot 
of fresh snow on a large swath of 
New England, hitting some areas 
that had gotten off relatively un¬ 
scathed for most of the winter. 

The National Weather Service’s 
Boston-area office said that as 
of Monday morning areas to the 
west and south of the city received 
the most snow, with 16 inches in 
Sharon, more than 15 inches in 
Weymouth and Foxborough and 
14 inches in Framingham and 
Natick. 

Pomfret, Conn., had IbVi inch¬ 
es, and BurrUlville, R.I., got 17 
inches 


A slushy snow totahng 5 inches 
fell in New York City’s Central 
Park, on the low end of what was 
forecast but enough for Mayor Bill 
de Blasio to close schools and sus¬ 
pend alternate side street parking 
rules. 

Hundreds of schools throughout 
the country were closed or delayed 
because of the storm. In parts of 
Nebraska, dangerously cold tem¬ 
peratures prompted school and 
business closures as wind chill 
temperatures as low as 40 below 
zero were expected Monday. A 
weather service wind chill warn¬ 
ing extended through 11 a.m. 

As of early Monday morn¬ 
ing, thousands of people were 
also without power due to the 
heavy, wet snow, including nearly 
60,000 customers throughout New 
England. 

The storm may have contrib¬ 
uted to the deaths of two teens in a 
single-car accident about 30 miles 
north of Philadelphia on Sun¬ 
day evening. The driver, 17, was 
hospitahzed. 


its way across the Deep South, 
spawning numerous tornado 
warnings in Georgia, South Caro- 
hna and Florida. 

“All we could do is just hold on 
for life and pray,” said Jonathan 
Clardy, who huddled with his fam¬ 
ily inside their Beauregard trailer 
as the tornado ripped the roof off 
“It’s a blessing from God that me 
and my young’ns are alive. 

“Everybody in Beauregard is a 
real close-knit family. Everybody 


knows everybody around here. 
Everybody is heartbroken,” he 
said. 

The sheriff said children were 
among the dead but he didn’t know 
how many. He said the death toll 
may rise as the search continues 
amid houses reduced to their con¬ 
crete slabs. 

Levi Baker took a chain saw to 
help clear a path for ambulances 
and other emergency vehicles. He 
said he saw dead people and ani¬ 


mals and demolished houses, with 
one home swept off its foundation 
and left in the middle of a road. 

Along the hard-hit country 
road, giant pieces of metal from a 
farm building dangled from pine 
branches 20 feet in the air. For an 
entire mile down the road, pines 
were snapped in half 

A mobile home crushed by two 
trees marked the end of the path 
of destruction. 
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Dem presidential 
hopefuls honor 
march in Selma 



Julie Bennett/AP 


Demonstrators lie on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., 
on Sunday during the commemoration of the infamous “Bloody 
Sunday” protest on March 7, 1965. 


By Errin Haines Whack 

Associated Press 

SELMA, Ala. — As thunder 
rolled above Brown Chapel AME 
Church, Democratic presidential 
candidate Cory Booker warned 
Sunday of a looming threat to 
American democracy and called 
for protecting the legacy of the 
civil rights movement with love 
and action. 

“It’s time for us to defend the 
dream,” Booker said in a key¬ 
note speech at Brown Chapel, 
which two generations ago was 
the starting point of a peaceful 
demonstration in support of vot¬ 
ing rights that ended in beatings 
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge. 
The infamous “Bloody Sunday” 
on March 7,1965, galvanized sup¬ 
port for the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act that year. 

“It’s time that we dare to dream 
again in America. That is what it 
takes to make America great. It is 
up to us to do the work that makes 


the dream real,” said Booker, a 
New Jersey senator and one of 
three White House hopefuls who 
participated in events commemo¬ 
rating the march. 

Saying America faces chal¬ 
lenges, Booker said: “People want 
to make it just about the people in 
the highest offices of the land. 
People who traffic in hatred, peo¬ 
ple in office that defend Nazis or 
white supremacists, people that 
point fingers and forget the les¬ 
sons of King. What we must re¬ 
pent for are not just the vitriolic 
words and actions of bad people, 
but the appalling silence and in¬ 
action of good people.” 

Also visiting Selma on Sunday 
were Sens. Bernie Sanders, of 
Vermont, and Sherrod Brown, of 
Ohio. Joining them was Hillary 
Clinton, the Democratic nominee 
in 2016. 

Booker and Brown, along with 
Clinton and civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson, marched with doz¬ 
ens of others Sunday afternoon to 


Edmund Pettus Bridge. Sanders 
had left for a campaign event in 
Chicago. 

The throng of marchers set out 
from the church and sang free¬ 
dom songs under a stormy sky as 
they headed to that sacred spot 
over the Alabama River to com¬ 
memorate the peaceful protesters 
who were met with tear gas and 
clubs wielded by state troopers. 

This year’s commemoration 
came in the early days of a Demo¬ 
cratic presidential primary cam¬ 
paign that has focused heavily on 


issues of race. Several candidates 
have called President Donald 
Trump a racist, while others have 
voiced support for the idea of rep¬ 
arations for the descendants of 
enslaved black Americans. 

Booker and Sanders have al¬ 
ready announced their cam¬ 
paigns. Brown is still considering 
a White House bid. The three 
gathered for a unity breakfast in 
Selma to pay homage to its civil 
rights legacy and highlight how 
the movement shaped their per¬ 
sonal narratives. 


Ex-Colorado governor 
joins presidential race 

DENVER — Former Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper said on 
Monday he’s running for presi¬ 
dent, casting himself as a can-do 
uniter who is used to overcoming 
adversity and accomplishing lib¬ 
eral goals in a politically divided 
state. 

“I’m running for president 
because we need dreamers in 
Washington, but we also need to 
get things done,” Hickenlooper, 
66, said in a video announcing his 
campaign. “I’ve proven again and 
again I can bring people together 
to produce the progressive change 
Washington has failed to deliver.” 

He becomes the second gover¬ 
nor to enter the sprawling field, 
after Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
announced last week, and is try¬ 
ing to cast himself as a pragmatist 
who can also take on President 
Donald Trump. 

Though as governor Hicken¬ 
looper prided himself for stay¬ 
ing above partisan fights, he has 
argued his record as a former 
governor and big-city mayor dis¬ 
tinguishes him from a broad field 
of Democratic presidential aspi¬ 
rants who are backing ambitious 
liberal plans on health care, taxes 
and the chmate. 

In his launch video, Hicken¬ 
looper says, following images of 
Trump: “As a skinny kid with 
Coke bottle glasses and a funny 
last name. I’ve stood up to my fair 
share of bullies.” 

From The Associated Press 
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American Airlines apologizes 
to mother booted off flight 


^1 should never feel ashamed of myself for 
the way I was born. ^ 

Jordan Flake 

mother removed with her son from an American Airlines flight 


By Deanna Paul 

The Washington Post 

Rare Disease Day is meant to 
raise awareness about exactly the 
kind of genetic skin condition that 
Jordan Flake shares with her 1- 
year-old son, Jackson. 

The international observance, 
which fell on Thursday, puts the 
spotlight on “orphan diseases” 
— disorders that affect a small 
percentage of the population. 

Although Flake said she was 
glad that her skin condition has 
garnered attention, she expressed 
dismay at an incident that took 
place on an airplane. 

“I have never been so humili¬ 
ated in my life,” Flake wrote 
Thursday in a Facebook post, 
claiming American Airlines dis¬ 
criminated against her and her 
child by removing them from a 
South Carolina-bound flight from 
Texas. American Airlines said it 
is looking into the incident and 
has offered an apology. 

On Thursday, after spending 
several days seeing off her hus¬ 
band before his military deploy¬ 
ment, Flake and her son began 
their journey home to Columbia 
she wrote on Facebook and Love- 
WhatMatters.com. 

“We boarded our flight where 
everyone smiled and talked to 
Jackson,” she recalled in her blog 
posts. 

That changed as the plane 


readied for takeoff 

Flake wrote on Facebook that 
an American Airlines employee 
asked the men in the adjacent 
seats to get up, then “quietly 
asked me about ‘my rash’ and if I 
had a letter from a doctor stating 
it was ok for me to fly. 

“I explained to him that it was 
called Ichthyosis and it was a ge¬ 
netic skin condition.” 

According to the American 
Academy of Dermatology, ichthy¬ 
osis is a skin disease that may be 
inherited or develop from a gene 
mutation and causes “extremely 
dry, thick, and scaly skin. The skin 
often looks like it has fish scales.” 
Ichthyosis is not contagious. 

Flake said the airline employee 
Googled the condition and re¬ 
turned to the crew standing near 
the jet bridge, where they had a 
brief discussion. 

“He came back and said he 
apologized, but we ‘wouldn’t be 
able to fly,’ and we ‘had to get 
off the plane,”’ Flake recounted, 
adding that the employee, who 
was called by the attendant crew, 
was “very helpful and mad about 
the situation.” 


Even with his help. Flake was 
unable to retrieve her checked 
baggage, she said, and she and 
her son had to stay at a hotel 
overnight. 

American Airlines said the 
company aims to create a “wel¬ 
coming environment” for its 
customers. 

“We sincerely apologize to Ms. 
Flake and her son for the experi¬ 
ence they had Thursday, and our 
team has begun an investigation 
into the matter,” the airline said 
in a statement Saturday to The 
Post. 

After the incident. Flake wrote 
on LoveWhatMatters.com that 
she had “never felt more aware 
and embarrassed about my skin, 
or the condition I share with my 
son.” 

“I should never feel ashamed 
of myself for the way I was born,” 
she continued. “This was unac¬ 
ceptable and uncalled for. I have 
never been asked to show a letter. 
I have never been told by a doctor 
that I had to have documentation 
stating I wasn’t contagious, or 
whatever they were assuming.” 
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Multimedia Sales Manager, NF-04 (World Wide) 

- us Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $50,000 - $70,000 per year 



Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
work out of our Tokyo Japan office. If selected 
for this NF-04 position you will be responsible 
for the development and performance of all 
sales activities in the assigned market. If you 
have previous supervisory experience and you 
have experience with revenue management 
then this is the opportunity you have been 
waiting for. Ability to speak conversational 
Japanese is a plus but not required. 


https://www.usaiobs.aov/GetJobA/iewDetails/522721200 


Supervisory Interactive Media Specialist, NF-04 

(Local Japan) - US Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $50,000 - $69,000 per year 



Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
workout of our Tokyo Japan office. If selected 
for this NF-04 position you will be responsible 
for providing graphics and multimedia 
technical support to assist in developing, 
coordinating and implementing a 
comprehensive graphic design package for 
external and internal customers. If you have 
previous supervisory experience and you have 
experience working with Adobe Creative 
Cloud Suite: Illustrator, Photoshop, 
Dreamweaver, FITML & Flash scripts, then 
please apply for this exciting opportunity. 
Ability to speak conversational Japanese is a 
plus but not required. 


https://www.usaiobs.qov/GetJob/ViewDetails/513273900 


Multimedia Consultant, NF-04 (Local Okinawa) 

- US Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $35,900 - 37,000 plus commissions per year 



IQ Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
work out of our Okinawa office. If selected for 
this NF-04 position you will be responsible for 
providing client program solutions by mixing 
appropriate amounts of newspaper print, web 
and other digital applications, special 
magazines, inserts, commercial print, 
circulation, events and other promotions that 
fit within the client's budget. If you have three 
years of related experience or a bachelor's 
degree in marketing, advertising or related 
discipline AND one year of experience, then 
this golden opportunity could be yours. 

Ability to speak conversational Japanese is a 
strong plus but not required. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/521852500 


All "DMA/Stars and Stripes" Job announcements listed here! 



https://www.usaiobs.qov/Search?a=DD80 
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Husband, stepdaughter charged in woman's death 


^It never made sense. I told [detectives] from the very 
beginning there are no suspects out there. 9 

Marcel Trisvan 

victim’s brother 


The Baltimore Sun 

BALTIMORE — The story of a 
woman who was fatally stabbed in 
December after reportedly giving 
money to a panhandler — a case 
that drew national attention and 
spread fear through Baltimore 
— was actually a ruse by her hus¬ 
band and stepdaughter, who have 
been charged in her death, police 
announced Sunday night. 

Keith Smith, 52, and his daugh¬ 
ter, Valeria Smith, 28, were ar¬ 
rested by Texas State Police near 
the U.S.-Mexico border while try¬ 
ing to flee the country Sunday, 
acting Baltimore police Commis¬ 
sioner Michael Harrison said. 

Warrants charging them with 
first-degree murder in the death 
of Keith Smith’s wife, Jacquelyn 
Smith, were issued, Harrison 
said. 

“The information and evidence 
points it wasn’t a panhandler,” 
Harrison said. “People take ad¬ 
vantage of Baltimore. We want 
to make sure the truth comes out 
and justice is done.” 

Jacquelyn Smith, 54, an electri¬ 
cal engineer at Aberdeen Proving 


Ground in Maryland, was stabbed 
to death about 12:30 a.m. on Dec. 
1 . 

Just days after the stabbing, 
Keith Smith and Valeria Smith, 
who also identified herself as 
Shavon, appeared at a tearful 
news conference at the scene. 

They blamed Jacquelyn Smith’s 
death on a man who approached 
their car after she reached out 
the window to give money to a 
woman begging in the rain with 
a baby. They said the man came 
up to the car under the guise of 
thanking Jacquelyn Smith, then 
reached into the car and snatched 
her necklace and pocketbook, 
stabbing her in the process. 

“This girl actually said, ‘God 
bless you’” after the man stabbed 
Jacquelyn, Keith Smith said to 


the media in December. 

Several members of Jacquelyn 
Smith’s family had doubted that 
story from the beginning, said 
her brother, Marcel Trisvan, of 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

“I already know it’s Keith,” he 
said. 

Trisvan said police provided 
no information to the family, but 
detectives had increasingly been 
asking the family about his sister’s 
relationship with her husband. 

“All the questioning has been 
specific to Keith. That kind of 
sums it right there,” he said. “It 
never made sense. I told [detec¬ 
tives] from the very beginning 
there are no suspects out there.” 

Trisvan said Keith Smith 
moved out of Jacquelyn’s Aber¬ 
deen house two weeks ago. He 


handed the keys over to Trisvan 
and told the family he was mov¬ 
ing to Florida. Trisvan said his 
sister owned the home. 

He said Keith Smith removed 
all the appliances from the home. 

Lt. Johnny Hernandez, a 
spokesman for the Texas High¬ 
way Patrol, said the department 
received information from Balti¬ 
more police about the Smiths and 
their vehicle. About 10 a.m. Sun¬ 
day, a trooper spotted the rental 
Toyota Camry leaving the park¬ 
ing lot of a small grocery store in 
Combes, Texas, just north of Har¬ 
lingen — where Harrison said the 
Smiths had been arrested. 

Hernandez said the trooper 
stopped the car and arrested the 
Smiths on the warrants from 
Baltimore. Hernandez said they 


were taken into custody without 
incident and are being held at the 
Cameron County jail. The Smiths 
were still being processed Sun¬ 
day night. 

The case drew national atten¬ 
tion, causing some — including 
Oprah Winfrey — to express 
concern about giving money to 
panhandlers. In the days after 
Smith’s killing, some of Balti¬ 
more’s homeless citizens said 
they noticed a decrease in the 
number of people willing to roll 
down their windows and help. 

Some residents of the Johnston 
Square neighborhood had ques¬ 
tions from the beginning about 
the husband’s account of the 
killing, said one longtime Smith 
neighbor who asked not to be 
identified to speak candidly about 
the killing. 

Smith’s story of the family en¬ 
countering a woman panhandling 
with a baby raised suspicions, the 
neighbor said, because the block 
is usually empty by that time and 
none of the neighbors had ever 
seen such a woman. 


Blackface, sex assault 
scandals don’t appear 
to taint image of Va. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 

Teachers and supporters rally at Frank Ogawa Plaza in front of City Hall in Oakland, Calif., on Feb. 21. 


Teachers in Oakland OK contract 
ending strike, return to classrooms 


By Robert McCartney 

The Washington Post 

When blackface scandals and 
sexual assault allegations en¬ 
gulfed Virginia’s top three elect¬ 
ed officials last month, many 
worried that the state might lose 
business or economic develop¬ 
ment opportunities and that the 
incidents would hurt efforts to re¬ 
cruit workers and students. 

So far, that does not appear to 
be the case. 

The controversies had a brief 
— though intense — impact but 
do not seem to have dampened 
interest in working in Virginia or 
investing or studying there, ac¬ 
cording to business executives, 
university leaders and recruiters. 

That comes as a relief to many 
civic leaders and state and local 
officials, who worried about the 
effects of the negative publicity, 
as well as the impact on hard- 
fought efforts to project an image 
of diversity and tolerance despite 
Virginia’s history as a leader of 
the Confederacy. 

The state drew scorn and pro¬ 
vided fodder for late-night comedi¬ 
ans when a racist photo from Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s 1984 medical 
school yearbook surfaced showing 
one person in blackface and an¬ 
other in a Ku Klux Klan robe. 

Northam, a Democrat, initially 
took responsibility. The next day, 
he said he was not in the photo 
but admitted that he had dark¬ 
ened his face to imitate the pop 
star Michael Jackson for a dance 
contest that same year. 

Then, Attorney General Mark 
Herring, a Democrat who has 
said he hopes to run for gover¬ 


nor in 2021, acknowledged that 
he also wore blackface in college. 
Herring said he dressed as the 
rapper Kurds Blow when he was 
a student at the University of Vir¬ 
ginia nearly 40 years ago. 

Meanwhile, two women have 
accused Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, a 
Democrat, of sexually assaulting 
them — one at the Democratic 
National Convention in Boston in 
2004, the other in 2000 while both 
were students at Duke University. 
Fairfax has denied the allegations 
and says his encounters with the 
women were consensual. 

All three men have rebuffed 
calls for their resignations. 

The incidents put Virginia on 
the defensive at a time when the 
state was riding high after scor¬ 
ing one of the biggest economic 
prizes in years — Amazon’s sec¬ 
ond North American headquar¬ 
ters, to be located in Crystal City, 
along with at least 25,000 jobs. 

But the pressure appears 
to have eased somewhat, even 
though none of the scandals has 
been resolved. It helped when a 
poll found that most black in the 
state did not want Northam to re¬ 
sign. That was significant partly 
because of the sensitivity to racial 
issues in a state that resisted inte¬ 
gration in the 1950s and 1960s and 
whose capital, Richmond, served 
as the capital of the Confederacy. 

The scandals also had limited 
impact because they involved in¬ 
dividual behavior that occurred 
decades ago, analysts said, as 
opposed to official government 
action today regarding a hot-but- 
ton topic such as racial or sexual 
discrimination. 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Oakland 
teachers were back in their class¬ 
rooms Monday after union mem¬ 
bers voted to approve a contract 
deal with district officials. 

The Oakland Education Asso¬ 
ciation voted in favor of the deal 
on Sunday after postponing the 
vote for a day. The agreement 
must also be ratified by the Oak¬ 
land Unified School District. 

“We look forward to being in 
our classrooms again after having 


to strike to bring our Oakland stu¬ 
dents some of the resources and 
supports they should have had in 
the first place,” union President 
Keith Brown said in a statement. 

The agreement was reached 
after 3,000 teachers went on 
strike Feb. 21, prompting seven 
days of marathon negotiations for 
higher pay, smaller classes and 
more school resources. 

The strike effectively cleared 
out the city’s 86 schools. Oakland 
teachers were the latest educa¬ 
tors in the US. to strike over pay 


and classroom conditions. 

The union announced Friday 
that the teachers won everything 
they demanded. 

“This victory, accomplished 
through our collective strength 
on the picket lines with Oakland 
parents and students, sends the 
message that educators will no 
longer let this school district 
starve our neighborhood schools 
of resources,” Brown said. 

The deal includes an 11 percent 
salary increase and a one-time 3 
percent bonus. 
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Charlie Riedel/AP 


A boy in Arizona rides his bike Saturday aiong a razor wire-covered border wail that separates Nogaies, 
Ariz., from Nogales, Mexico. A fourth Republican U.S. senator has said he wili oppose President Donald 
Trump’s emergency declaration to get more border wall funding. 


Senate seems to have votes to 
reject Trump’s wall declaration 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Opponents 
of President Donald Trump’s dec¬ 
laration of a national emergency 
at the U.S.-Mexico border appear 
to have enough Senate votes to 
reject his move now that Repub¬ 
lican Rand Paul, of Kentucky, has 
said he can’t go along with the 
White House. 

The House has voted to derail 
the action, and if the Senate fol¬ 
lows later this month, the mea¬ 
sure would go to Trump for his 
promised veto. 

Three other Republican sena¬ 
tors have announced they’ll vote 
“no” — Susan Collins, of Maine; 
Lisa Murkowski, of Alaska; and 


Thom Tillis, of North Carolina. 
Paul makes it four, and assuming 
that all 47 Democrats and their 
independent allies go against 
Trump, that would give oppo¬ 
nents 51 votes —just past the ma¬ 
jority needed. 

Congress is unlikely to have the 
votes to override a veto. 

“I can’t vote to give the presi¬ 
dent the power to spend money 
that hasn’t been appropriated by 
Congress,” Paul said at a GOP 
dinner Saturday night at Western 
Kentucky University, according 
to the Bowling Green (Ky.) Daily 
News. 

“We may want more money 
for border security, but Congress 
didn’t authorize it. If we take 


away those checks and balances, 
it’s a dangerous thing.” 

Many lawmakers opposed to 
the emergency declaration say 
it tramples Congress’ constitu¬ 
tional power to control spending 
and would set a precedent for 
future Democratic presidents to 
make such a declaration for their 
own purposes. They also are 
concerned Trump would siphon 
money from home state projects 
to pay for barrier construction. 

Under the declaration. Trump 
would divert $3.6 billion from 
military construction to erect 
more border barriers. He’s in¬ 
voking other powers to trans¬ 
fer an additional $3.1 billion to 
construction. 


Democrats seek 
more documents 
in Trump inquiry 


By Griffin Connolly 

CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — The House 
Judiciary Committee has re¬ 
quested a sweeping list of docu¬ 
ments and information about 
possible obstruction of justice 
and corruption by President Don¬ 
ald Trump and his associates, in¬ 
cluding former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort and one 
of his closest advisers. 

Judiciary Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler’s requests to Manafort 
and his public affairs consultant, 
Jason Maloni, could indicate 
Democrats on the committee be¬ 
lieve there may have been back 
channel communications be¬ 
tween the White House and 
Trump’s former associates about 
presidential pardons. 

Overall, 81 people and entities 
received a slew of documents 
that include letters and record 
requests from Nadler, including 
key staff on the president’s 2016 
and re-election campaigns, his 
inaugural committee, his fam¬ 
ily and his businesses. The pres¬ 
ident’s eldest sons, Donald Jr. and 
Eric, are on the list, along with 
Trump’s son-in-law and senior 
adviser, Jared Kushner. 

“We have sent these document 
requests in order to begin build¬ 
ing the public record,” Nadler, D- 
N.Y., said in a statement. 

Trump contended Monday he 
intends to cooperate—to some ex¬ 
tent, at least — with House Demo¬ 
crats’ demand for information. 

“I cooperate all the time with 
everybody,” Trump said during a 


reception for the NCAA Division 
I Football Championship Subdi¬ 
vision Champion North Dakota 
State Bison football team. “It’s a 
political hoax.” 

An Eastern Virginia jury found 
Manafort guilty last August on 
eight counts related to tax evasion 
and bank fraud. The following 
month, Manafort reached a plea 
deal with special counsel Robert 
Mueller on separate charges in 
Washington. 

But Manafort “committed fed¬ 
eral crimes by lying to the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation and 
the Special Counsel’s Office on a 
variety of subject matters,” the 
special counsel said in a court 
memo last November, effectively 
breaking the plea agreement. 

Trump openly dangled a par¬ 
don in front of Manafort last year, 
telling reporters such a move was 
“not off the table.” 

The first item on Nadler’s doc¬ 
ument request asks Manafort 
to provide materials related to 
“possible pardons for yourself, 
(former national security ad¬ 
viser) Michael Flynn, or (former 
Trump personal lawyer) Michael 
Cohen.” Trump Organization 
chief financial officer Allen Weis- 
selberg, whom Cohen implicated 
in multiple crimes last week 
during testimony he gave to the 
House Oversight Committee, is 
on the list. 

Nadler said the special counsel 
and prosecutors in the Southern 
District of New York, which are 
probing many of Trump’s associ¬ 
ates, were aware of the commit¬ 
tee’s investigation launch. 


‘Riverdale,’ ‘90210’ actor Perry dead; suffered stroke last week 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Luke Perry, a cast member in the CW 
series “Riverdale,” poses for a portrait 
during a press tour in August. The 
“Beverly Hills, 90210” star, who suffered 
a stroke last week, died Monday at 52. 


The Washington Post 

Luke Perry, the rebellious teen idol of 
the 1990s TV series “Beverly Hills, 90210,” 
who in recent years has played the father 
of another high school heartthrob in the 
CW drama “Riverdale,” died Monday. He 
was 52. 

His publicist confirmed the death to The 
Associated Press, saying Perry suffered a 
stroke last week. Additional details were 
not immediately available. 

Perry was a frequent guest actor on tele¬ 
vision and was slated to appear in Quentin 
Tarantino’s upcoming mystery crime film 
“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood,” as an 
actor in a TV Western. Since 2016, he had 
starred in “Riverdale” — based on the Ar¬ 
chie Comics series — as Fred Andrews, 
the divorced father of Archie. 

But it was “Beverly Hills, 90210” that 
defined him for a generation of viewers. 
Created by Darren Star and produced by 
Aaron Spelling, the show centered on a 
pair of Minnesota twins, played by Jason 
Priestley and Shannen Doherty, who move 
to Southern California and adapt to life at 
glamorous (and fictional) West Beverly 
Hills High. 


The series premiered on Fox in 1990 to 
dismal ratings and reviews but took off 
during a special “summer season” the fol¬ 
lowing year. Drawing millions of viewers 
each week, it ran for 10 seasons, spawned a 
spinoff series, “Melrose Place,” and served 
as a model for teen dramas such as “Daw¬ 
son’s Creek” and “The O.C.” 

Perry played Dylan McKay, Doherty’s 
off-and-on love interest, a moody loner who 
struggles with alcoholism and a fractured 
relationship with his wealthy father. He 
appeared alongside Jennie Garth and Ian 
Ziering, who played spoiled classmates; 
Brian Austin Green, whose character as¬ 
pired to join the popular crowd; and Tori 
Spelling, the producer’s daughter, who 
played a close friend of Doherty. 

While the show addressed topics such 
as AIDS, date rape, learning disabilities 
and teenage pregnancy, the principal draw 
for many viewers was its handsome male 
leads. Sporting leather jackets, sideburns 
and a “Rebel Without a Cause” persona. 
Perry was featured in a People magazine 
cover story that dubbed him “TV’s hottest 
heartbreaker.” 

Coy Luther Perry III was born in rural 
Mansfield, Ohio, on Oct. 11, 1966, and 


raised in nearby Fredericktown, where he 
said his high school “had classes on giving 
birth to cows and driving tractors.” His fa¬ 
ther was a steelworker, and his mother was 
a homemaker; they divorced when Luke 
was 6, according to a profile in People, and 
he was raised by his mother and construc¬ 
tion worker stepfather. 

Through a failed audition for “Ferris 
Bueller,” a short-lived sitcom based on the 
movie starring Matthew Broderick, he met 
a casting director who suggested him for 
“Beverly Hills, 90210.” Seeking to demon¬ 
strate his range as an actor. Perry left that 
series for several years. He starred in the 
film “8 Seconds,” as bull-riding champion 
Lane Frost. 

Perry returned to “Beverly Hills, 90210” 
for its final three seasons but did not ap¬ 
pear in the show’s revival, which featured 
the shortened title “90210” and ran on 
the CW from 2008 to 2013. According to 
USA Today, Perry also did not sign on for 
a six-part “Beverly Hills, 90210” reboot 
scheduled for this summer. The series was 
announced by Fox on Wednesday. 

In 1993 he married Rachel “Minnie” 
Sharp. They had two children. Jack and 
Sophie, and divorced in 2003. 
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Putin: Russia suspending 
participation in INF pact 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin on Monday suspended 
Russia’s participation in a key 
nuclear arms treaty, following 
Washington’s decision to with¬ 
draw from it. 

Putin’s decree means Russia is 
suspending its obligations under 
the 1987 Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces treaty and will 
continue to do so “until the U.S. 
ends its violations of the treaty or 
until it terminates.” 

The U.S. gave notice of its inten¬ 
tion to withdraw from the INF a 
month ago, setting the stage for it 


to terminate in six months unless 
Moscow returns to compliance. 
Russia has denied any breaches 
and accused the U.S. of violating 
the pact. 

The U.S. has accused Russia of 
developing and deploying a cruise 
missile that violates provisions of 
the pact that ban the production, 
testing and deployment of land- 
based cruise and ballistic mis¬ 
siles with a range of 310 to 3,410 
miles. 

The move also reflected Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s adminis¬ 
tration’s view that the treaty was 
an obstacle to efforts needed to 
counter intermediate-range mis¬ 
siles deployed by China, which 


isn’t part of the treaty. 

Russia has charged that the 
U.S. has breached the pact by de¬ 
ploying missile defense facilities 
in eastern Europe that could fire 
cruise missiles instead of inter¬ 
ceptors — a claim rejected by the 
U.S. 

The collapse of the INF Treaty 
has stoked fears of a replay of a 
Cold War-era Europe missile cri¬ 
sis when the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union both deployed intermedi¬ 
ate-range missiles on the conti¬ 
nent during the 1980s. 

Such weapons take a shorter 
time to reach their targets com¬ 
pared with intercontinental 



Maxim Shemetov/AP 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, shown speaking at the 29th 
Winter Universiade games in Krasnoyarsk, Russia, on Saturday, has 
suspended Russia’s participation in a key nuclear arms treaty. 


ballistic missiles, and their de¬ 
ployment was seen as particularly 
destabilizing, leaving no time for 
decision-makers and raising the 
likelihood of a global nuclear con¬ 
flict over a false launch warning. 


Putin has warned the U.S. 
against deploying new missiles 
in Europe, saying that Russia 
will retaliate by fielding new fast 
weapons that will take just as lit¬ 
tle time to reach their targets. 


Guaido returns to Venezuela, risking arrest 



The Washington Post 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Op¬ 
position leader Juan Guaido 
made a triumphant return to Ven¬ 
ezuela on Monday after a 10-day 
absence, injecting fresh energy 
into the U.S.-backed campaign to 
push out authoritarian President 
Nicolas Maduro. 

Guaido arrived shortly after 
noon to wild cheers from support¬ 
ers gathered at Caracas’ Maique- 
tia “Simon Bolivar” International 
Airport. “Guaido! Guaido!” they 
screamed. “Yes, we can!” 

“We are here, Venezuela,” a 
beaming Guaido declared, as he 
was encircled by television cam¬ 
eras. “We are strong. We are 
moving forward!” 

Guaido supporters in Venezuela 
and abroad had feared he might 
be arrested on arrival. The op¬ 
position leader, who has been rec¬ 
ognized as interim president by 
the United States and more than 
50 other countries, had defied a 
court order when he crossed the 
border on Feb. 22 to lead an effort 
to bring truckloads of humanitar¬ 
ian aid into the country. He has 
since been traveling to meet with 
Latin American leaders. 

Senior diplomats from the 
United States, Europe and Latin 
America had gathered at the air¬ 
port Monday to ensure Guaido 
was not harmed. Officials in¬ 


cluding British Foreign Minister 
Jeremy Hunt and John Bolton, 
the US. national security adviser, 
had warned that Maduro would 
face severe consequences if he de¬ 
tained Guaido. 

“Any threats or acts against 


his safe return will be met with 
a strong and significant response 
from the United States and the 
international community,” Bolton 
tweeted Sunday night. 

Maduro had said Guaido will 
“face justice” if he returns, and 


security was heavier than usual 
at the airport. But the opposition 
leader cleared immigration with 
no problem. 

Until almost the last minute, 
Venezuelans had been unsure of 
when and where he would arrive. 


UK, EU to hold more Brexit talks as May woos opposition 


By Jill Lawless 
AND Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Senior European 
Union and British officials were 
set to hold more Brexit talks less 
than a month before the United 
Kingdom is scheduled to leave 
the bloc as UK. officials denied 
Monday that attempts to seal a di¬ 
vorce deal are deadlocked. 

EU and UK. officials said the 
bloc’s chief negotiator, Michel 


Barnier, will meet UK. Brexit 
Secretary Stephen Barclay and 
Attorney General Geoffrey Cox 
on Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
spokesman, James Slack, said the 
two sides have “definitely been 
making progress” over the past 
few weeks and negotiations are at 
a “critical point.” 

Britain is due to leave the EU 
on March 29, but Parliament has 
rejected May’s deal, raising the 
prospect of a chaotic, economi¬ 


cally damaging departure from 
the bloc. 

British lawmakers’ objections 
center on a provision to guaran¬ 
tee there are no customs posts 
or other barriers along the cur¬ 
rently invisible border between 
the U.K.’s Northern Ireland and 
EU member Ireland. The mecha¬ 
nism, known as the backstop, is 
a safeguard that would keep the 
UK. in a customs union with the 
EU to remove the need for checks 
until a permanent new trading 


relationship is in place. 

Brexit-supporting lawmak¬ 
ers in the UK. fear the backstop 
could be used to bind Britain to 
EU regulations indefinitely. May 
wants to revise the deal to reas¬ 
sure opponents that it would apply 
temporarily. 

As May tries to build support 
for her deal before bringing it 
back to Parliament next week, 
she is being accused of trying to 
bribe opposition politicians into 
voting for it. 


4 Americans, local pilot 
die in helicopter crash 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Four 
Americans and a local pilot are 
dead in Kenya after their helicop¬ 
ter crashed on an island in Lake 
Turkana in the north, police said 
Monday 

The crash occurred Sunday 
night in Central Island National 
Park as two helicopters took off 
after a visit to the Lobolo tented 
camp, according to an internal 
police report seen by The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

One helicopter lost contact and 
crashed soon after takeoff around 
8:30 p.m., Kenya’s Civil Aviation 
Authority said in a statement. It 
said a search and rescue mission 
led to discovery of the wreckage 
shortly after 3 a.m. 

The United States Embassy 
confirmed the deaths of the four 
Americans and the names of 
three of them: Anders Asher Je- 
siah Burke, Brandon Howe Stop¬ 
per and Kyle John Forti. 

UN nuclear agency: Iran 
keeping to nuclear deal 

BERLIN — The head of the 
UN. nuclear watchdog says Iran 
is complying with the 2015 deal 
with major world powers aimed 
at preventing the country from 
building nuclear weapons. 

Yukiya Amano made his as¬ 
sessment in a regular update to 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s board of governors, 
confirming a confidential report 
distributed to member states last 
month. 

He said Monday that “Iran is 
implementing its nuclear-related 
commitments under the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action,” 
referencing the official name of 
the 2015 deal. 

The U.S. unilaterally withdrew 
from the deal last year and reim¬ 
posed sanctions. 

The other signatories — Ger¬ 
many, France, Britain, Russia 
and China — are trying to keep 
alive the deal, which offered Iran 
economic incentives. 

From The Associated Press 
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India, Pakistan 
de-escalate but 
triggers remain 



K.M. Chaudary/AP 


A member of the civil society group Citizens of Lahore participates 
in a candlelight vigil against war in Lahore, Pakistan, on Sunday. 


By Kathy Gannon 
AND Emily Schmall 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Nuclear¬ 
armed neighbors India and 
Pakistan have pulled back from 
the brink of an all-out military 
confrontation over the contested 
Kashmir region. 

ANALYSIS But Indian 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
and his Pakistani counterpart, 
Imran Khan, failed to address 
the underlying threats to stability, 
raising the likelihood of renewed 
escalation. 

Modi, who seeks re-election 
this spring, played to his Hindu 
nationahst base with India’s tough 
response to a suicide attack in the 
Indian-controlled part of Kash¬ 
mir that killed dozens of Indian 
troops. 

India bombed inside Pakistan, 
saying it targeted training camps 
of Jaish-e-Mohammed, a militant 


By Isabel Deere 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The United 
States has officially shuttered its 
consulate in Jerusalem, down¬ 
grading the status of its main dip¬ 
lomatic mission to the Palestinians 
by folding it into the US. Embassy 
in Israel. 

For decades, the consulate func¬ 
tioned as a de facto embassy to the 
Palestinians. Now, that outreach 
will be handled by a Palestinian 
affairs unit, under the command 
of the embassy. 

The symbolic shift hands au¬ 
thority over US. diplomatic chan¬ 
nels with the West Bank and Gaza 
to ambassador David Friedman, 
a longtime supporter and fund- 


Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indo¬ 
nesia and Australia signed a free 
trade agreement Monday that will 
eliminate many tariffs, allow Aus¬ 
tralian-owned hospitals to operate 
in the giant Southeast Asian coun¬ 
try and increase work visas for 
young Indonesians. 

Trade ministers from the two 
countries signed the agreement, 
negotiations for which began in 
2010, at a Jakarta hotel with Indo¬ 
nesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla 
looking on. 


group that claimed responsibility 
for the attack. The strikes drove up 
Modi’s popularity, reinforcing the 
message that an uncompromising 
stance toward Muslim-mgjority 
Pakistan pays off politically. 

Khan sought to de-escalate, 
promising talks and an investiga¬ 
tion. The premier has made peace 
talks with India a recurring theme 
as he focuses on his country’s 
struggling economy. 

Yet Pakistan’s deadly militant 
groups — many spawned by the 
Pakistani military as proxies 
against India — are becoming in¬ 
creasingly difficult to control. 

Their continued presence is 
bound to trigger renewed tensions, 
said Moeed Yusuf, of the Washing- 
ton-based United States Institute 
of Peace. “The bottom line is that 
Pakistan’s international image 
and standing cannot be fixed [as 
long as] these groups remain alive 
on Pakistani soil,” he said. 

Already, Pakistan and India 


raiser for the West Bank settler 
movement and fierce critic of the 
Palestinian leadership. 

The announcement from the 
State Department came early 
Monday in Jerusalem, the merger 
effective that day. 

“This decision was driven by 
our global efforts to increase the 
efficiency and effectiveness of 
our diplomatic engagements and 
operations,” State Department 
spokesman Robert Palladino said 
in a statement. “It does not signal 
a change of US. policy on Jerusa¬ 
lem, the West Bank or the Gaza 
Strip.” 

When first announced by U.S. 
Secretary Mike Pompeo in Octo¬ 
ber, the move infuriated Palestin- 


It is subject to ratification in both 
countries. Indonesian Minister of 
Trade Enggartiasto Lukita said 
Indonesia would complete ratifi¬ 
cation by the end of this year. 

Annual trade between Austra¬ 
lia and Indonesia in goods and 
services is valued at $11.6 billion. 
Though neighbors, their trade is 
relatively small, with Indonesia’s 
exports to Australia just 1.5 per¬ 
cent of its total exports. Indonesia, 
with 260 million people, is fore¬ 
cast to be one of the world’s big¬ 
gest economies by 2030. 

Austrahan Minister of Trade 


have fought two wars over Kash¬ 
mir, a former princely state tucked 
away in the Himalayan region 
that is divided between the two ri¬ 
vals but claimed in its entirety by 
both. 

A Feb. 14 suicide attack killed 
more than 40 Indian soldiers in 
Indian-controlled Kashmir. Jaish- 
e-Mohammed claimed responsi¬ 
bility. On Feb. 26, Indian aircraft 
bombed in Pakistan saying they 
targeted the group’s training 
camps and claimed the strikes 
killed many militants. Pakistan 
and journalists at the site said the 


ians, fueling their suspicions that 
the U.S. was recognizing Israeh 
control over east Jerusalem and 
the West Bank, territories that Pal¬ 
estinians seek for a future state. 

Palestinian official Saeb Erekat 
called the move “the final nail 
in the coffin” for the U.S. role in 
peacemaking. The downgrade is 
just the latest in a string of divisive 
decisions by the Trump adminis¬ 
tration that have backed Israel and 
ahenated the Palestinians, who 
say they have lost faith in the U.S. 
administration’s role as a neutral 
arbiter in the peace process. 

Last year the U.S. recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and 
relocated its embassy there, up¬ 
ending U.S. policy toward one of 


Simon Birmingham said the 
agreement “will take Australian 
and Indonesian relations to a new 
plane, one in which our economic 
and trade relations will be much 
deeper, stronger and richer for 
both our nations.” 

M^or details of the agreement 
were announced by Australia in 
September after leaders of the two 
countries said negotiations had 
been completed. 

Australia says 99 percent of its 
exports to Indonesia by value will 
be tariff-free or have improved 
preferential access by 2020, up 


bombs hit empty fields. 

Pakistan retaliated the next day, 
downing two Indian aircraft and 
capturing an Indian pilot. 

Khan went on national TV, 
offering Modi peace talks and 
promising an investigation into 
the suicide attack. Later that day, 
India handed over a dossier it 
said laid out evidence of Jaish-e- 
Mohammed’s involvement in the 
bombing. 

On Friday, Pakistan handed the 
captured pilot to India, signaling 
de-escalation and raising hopes 
that war had been averted. 


the most explosive issues of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The 
Palestinians, in turn, cut off most 
ties with the administration. 

The administration also has 
slashed hundreds of millions of 
dollars in humanitarian aid to the 
Palestinians, including assistance 
to hospitals and peace-building 
programs. It also has cut funding 
to the UN. agency that provides 
aid to Palestinians classified as 
refugees. Last fall, it shut down 
the Palestinian diplomatic mis¬ 
sion in Washington. 

The Trump administration has 
cited the reluctance of Palestinian 
leaders to enter peace negotiations 
with Israel as the reason for such 
punitive measures. 


from 85 percent under an existing 
trade agreement between Austra- 
ha. New Zealand and 10 South¬ 
east Asian countries. Indonesian 
exports to Australia will face no 
tariffs, but it already enjoys sub¬ 
stantially tariff-free access to 
the Australian market under the 
Southeast Asia agreement. 

The Australia-Indonesia agree¬ 
ment will allow Australian compa¬ 
nies to have m^ority ownership of 
investments in various industries 
in Indonesia, including health 
care, telecommunications, energy, 
mining and aged care. 


China takes 
issue with 
US Huawei 
assertions 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — A Chinese govern¬ 
ment spokesman took issue Mon¬ 
day with U.S. claims that telecoms 
giant Huawei Technologies poses 
a threat to other countries’ infor¬ 
mation security because of Chi¬ 
nese laws. 

The comments by spokesman 
Zhang Yesui ahead of the annual 
session of China’s rubber-stamp 
parliament followed news that 
Huawei executive Meng Wan- 
zhou, who was arrested by Canada 
at the request of the US., is suing 
the Canadian government over 
her treatment. 

Lawyers for Meng, who is stay¬ 
ing at a property she owns in Van¬ 
couver after her release on bail, 
said Sunday she was suing the 
Canadian government, its border 
agency and the national police 
force, alleging she was detained, 
searched and interrogated before 
she was told she was under arrest. 

The U.S. is seeking Meng’s ex¬ 
tradition to face charges she mis¬ 
led banks about the company’s 
business with Iran. 

The U.S. has been lobbying its 
allies to shun Huawei’s products 
on national security grounds, say¬ 
ing Chinese law requires the com¬ 
pany to provide it with intelligence 
on its foreign clients whenever 
requested. 

Zhang said U.S. officials were 
taking China’s national security 
law out of context and “playing up 
the so-called security risks” asso¬ 
ciated with Chinese companies. 

The 2017 law borrows from 
other countries’ experiences and 
is designed explicitly to “pro¬ 
tect human rights and the lawful 
rights of individuals and organiza¬ 
tions,” he said. 

“This kind of behavior is inter¬ 
ference into economic activities 
by political means and is against 
World Trade Organization rules. 
It disrupts an international mar¬ 
ket order that is built on fair com¬ 
petition,” Zhang told reporters. 
“This is a typical case of double 
standards that is neither fair nor 
ethical.” 

Washington’s accusations have 
been underscored by Meng’s ar¬ 
rest on Dec. 1. Huawei also faces 
other allegations in the U.S. relat¬ 
ed to alleged theft of technology. 

Meng, Huawei’s chief financial 
officer, is due in court Wednesday 
to set a date for the extradition 
proceedings to start. It could be 
several months or even years be¬ 
fore her case is resolved. 

Her lawsuit alleges that instead 
of immediately arresting her, 
authorities interrogated Meng 
“under the guise of a routine cus¬ 
toms” examination and used the 
opportunity to “compel her to pro¬ 
vide evidence and information.” 

Meng’s arrest set off a diplomat¬ 
ic furor and has severely strained 
Canadian relations with China. 

China detained former Cana¬ 
dian diplomat Michael Kovrig and 
Canadian entrepreneur Michael 
Spavor on Dec. 10 in an apparent 
attempt to pressure Canada to re¬ 
lease Meng. 


US closes consulate, folds it into embassy in Israel 


Indonesia and Australia sign pact eliminating many tariffs 
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Manafort family business defends name 


By Michelle R. Smith 
AND Dave Collins 
Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.I.—What do 
you do if you share a name with 
one of the most prominent defen¬ 
dants in the special counsel’s in¬ 
vestigation into Russia? 

Paul Manafort’s daughter de¬ 
cided to change her name. Leaders 
of New Britain, Conn., considered 
renaming Paul Manafort Drive, a 
street named after his father. 

At Manafort Brothers Inc., a 
family-owned New England con¬ 
struction firm, they are defending 
the Manafort name and legacy 
while distancing themselves from 
their cousin. President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign chair¬ 
man who was recently blasted by 
prosecutors for years of lies and 
lawbreaking. 

The Manafort name has been 
a familiar one in New England 
politics and business for decades, 
creating a predicament for the 
family as the 69-year-old former 
attorney is scheduled to be sen¬ 
tenced Thursday. 

Manafort Brothers is one of 
New England’s best-known con¬ 
struction companies. Its name 
pops up alongside highways, at 
hotel construction sites and on 
heavy equipment used to dig holes 
or tear down buildings. After 
9/11, Manafort Brothers helped 
remove what was left of the World 
Trade Center buildings. 

A recent press release touting 
Manafort Brothers’ 100th an¬ 
niversary boasts that the com¬ 
pany “is still led by the strong 
moral and business ethics of the 
Manafort family,” a line that rais¬ 
es eyebrows among some who 
have followed the family history. 

The company says Paul 
Manafort’s criminal issues have 
nothing to do with the firm and 



Michelle R. Smith/AP 


Construction equipment from Manafort Brothers Inc. sits idle at 
a construction site in Providence, R.I., on Wednesday. The firm 
is owned by cousins of Paul Manafort, President Donald Trump’s 
disgraced former campaign chairman. 


that business has not been af¬ 
fected by the prosecution. Paul 
Manafort has never worked at the 
company and has no ownership 
in it, according to President Jim 
Manafort Jr. 

“I could almost count on one 
hand how many times somebody 
has asked me what the relation¬ 
ship is,” he said. 

Manafort was convicted of tax 
and bank fraud charges in Vir¬ 
ginia, where he’ll be sentenced 
Thursday. He’s set to be sentenced 
again March 13 in Washington 
after pleading guilty to illegally 
lobbying on behalf of Ukrainian 
political interests. 

In a sentencing memo in the 
Washington case, prosecutors ac¬ 
cused Manafort of brazen viola¬ 
tions of the law, including witness 
tampering and perjury even after 
being indicted. Manafort asked 
for leniency but faces decades in 
prison. 

Paul’s grandfather, James, 
founded the construction busi¬ 


ness as a demolition firm — New 
Britain House Wrecking Co. 
— after coming to the US. from 
Italy in the early 1900s. The fam¬ 
ily says its original name in Italy 
was Manaforte, which translates 
to strong hand. 

Paul Manafort’s father, Paul 
Sr., later took over the company 
with three of his brothers. 

Paul Sr. was a Republican 
mayor of the old mill town of New 
Britain in the 1960s and 1970s, 
then appointed to jobs in state 
and federal government. Articles 
from the New Britain Herald and 
The Hartford Courant between 
the 1960s and 1980s detail a com¬ 
plicated legacy for Paul Sr., who 
was linked to numerous scandals, 
some involving the family busi¬ 
ness. After his name emerged in 
the investigation of a job-fixing 
scheme, he acknowledged to the 
Courant that he had a colorful po¬ 
litical career. 

“I’m good copy,” Paul Sr. told 
the paper in 1980, the same year 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


his son founded the Washington 
lobbying firm Black, Manafort 
and Stone. 

Paul Sr. was eventually charged 
with two counts of perjury, which 
he denied and which were ulti¬ 
mately dropped. He died in 2013. 

These days, Manafort Broth¬ 
ers employs 700 people, Jim 
Manafort said. It is based in Pla- 
inville. Conn., with offices in Mas¬ 
sachusetts and Rhode Island. 

When a fight emerged last year 
in New Britain over an effort to 
rename Paul Manafort Drive, 
eight Manaforts wrote a letter on 
Manafort Brothers letterhead op¬ 
posing the change. 

They called Paul Sr. a family 
patriarch and said he had helped 
build the company and its “ster¬ 
ling reputation.” They distanced 
Paul Jr.’s actions from the legacy 
of his father, calling them “wholly 
unrelated.” 

The Republican mayor, Erin 
Stewart, ultimately vetoed a reso¬ 
lution by the Common Council to 
change the street name to Ebene- 
zer D.C. Bassett Way, after the 
first black to graduate from what 
is now Central Connecticut State 
University. 

He highlighted the family’s good 
works through a foundation that 
distributes more than $100,000 
annually to the community and 
said they are proud of the name 
and their accomplishments. 

Pat Karwoski, 77, a New Brit¬ 
ain native and retired nurse who 
fought to change the street name, 
said when she sees the Manafort 
Brothers name, it embarrasses 
her. She said it seems to her that 
some family members have done 
good philanthropic work, but its 
assertion that it’s known for mor¬ 
als and ethics is not true. 

“They may all be good people, 
but they cannot deny what their 


history is,” she said. 

Manafort’s daughter, Jessica, 
wants nothing to do with the fam¬ 
ily name. A Hollywood director, 
she changed her name to Jess 
Bond last year, telling the New 
York Post she sought the change 
“to separate myself and my work 
from a public perception that has 
nothing to do with the person that 
I am.” 

The credits for her most recent 
project, a romantic thriller called 
“Rosy,” make no mention of the 
name Manafort. 


EXCHANGE RATES e 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 5).$1.1636 

Dollar buys (March 5).€0.8594 

British pound (March 5).$1.36 

Japanese yen (March 5).109.00 

South Korean won (March 5).1,096.00 


.0.3770 

....$1.3192 

.1.3309 

.6.7069 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt (Pound).17.5316 

Euro.$1.1325/0.8830 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8490 

Hungary (Forint).279.13 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6256 

Japan (Yen) 111 94 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone) 8 6293 

Philippines (Peso).51.85 

Poland (Zloty) 3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7507 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3552 

South Korea (Won).1,126.92 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0004 

Thailand (Baht).31.87 

Turkey (Lira).5.3804 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


State stocking over 
100,000 rainbow trout 

COLUMBUS — State 
officials said more 
than 100,000 rainbow trout will 
be stocked this spring in 66 Ohio 
public lakes, with trout releases 
for anglers to take place through 
May 19. 

The Ohio Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources said in a state¬ 
ment that the first rainbow trout 
release is scheduled Friday at 
Adams Lake in southern Ohio’s 
Adams County. 

The releases around the state 
are subject to the areas remaining 
ice-free and accessible to anglers. 

Over 500 ‘nuisance’ 
wild turkeys rounded up 

I IT MENDON — Utah 
I state wildlife officials 
have corralled more than 500 
wild turkeys this winter in Cache 
County that are a nuisance to ho¬ 
meowners and have moved them 
to a rural area known as the Book 
Cliffs near Vernal. 

KSL-TV reported that the wild 
turkeys leave waste and some¬ 
times destroy property. 

In the small northern Utah 
town of Mendon, outside Logan, 
Randall McBride, of the Utah Di¬ 
vision of Wildlife Resources, said 
hundreds of turkeys come at a 
time looking for food. The city left 
grazing areas near town in hopes 
of keeping them out, but they still 
came. 

Arts center features 
Dairy Queen exhibit 

T'Y' GALVESTON—A fast- 
I W food favorite in Texas 
has gotten some artsy attention. 

A wood-carved array of Dairy 
Queen items was on display at the 
Galveston Arts Center in an ex¬ 
hibit called “Thank You, Please 
Drive Through.” 

The Galveston County Daily 
News reported the show was to 
run through Monday. 

Galveston native Camp Bos- 
worth, who now lives in Marfa, 
created the exhibit that includes a 
5-foot-long carved banana split. 

Center Executive Director Lisa 
Simmons-Shaw said the exhibit 
has been a big hit and attracted “a 
whole new crowd of visitors.” 

Police: Woman left 
toddler on roadside 

IWI DENTON — A 
1*1 eJ woman on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore has been charged 
with abandoning an 18-month-old 
child on the side of a road. 

Maryland State Police on Fri¬ 
day announced charges including 
child abuse, neglect of a minor 
and driving under the influence 
against Elizabeth Newnam, 29, of 
Easton. 

Police said a motorist found 
the child Thursday night along 
the side of Maryland Route 328 
in Denton. The motorist reported 
seeing Newnam standing outside 
her car and throwing something 
into a field. The motorist thought 
Newnam’s car had been hit by a 
deer and turned around to help. 

According to police, Newnam 
drove off when the motorist ap¬ 


Todd Berkey, The (Johnstown, Pa.) Tribune-Democrat/AP 

Chilling on the porch swing 

A snowman takes a break from his winter duties by resting on a porch swing in Johnstown, Pa. 


proached. The motorist then 
saw an injured child abandoned 
near where Newnam had been 
standing. 

Pilot wins best conch 
honker in quirky contest 

PI KEY WEST — A man 
r L who flies air ambulanc¬ 
es for a Florida sheriff can also 
honk the 1958 song “Tequila” 
using a pink-lined conch shell. 

David Masterson’s unique 
music skills earned him this 
year’s best honker among men in 
the Conch Shell Blowing Contest 
in Key West. 

An aviation director for the 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, 
Masterson said he began blowing 
the shell for fun when he lived on 
a boat. 

Big Sexy found after 
leaving photo shoot 

ly Y YORK — Big 

I* 1 Sexy the cat went on a 
five-week romp around New York 
City, bolting from a photo shoot 


for a bare-chested firefighter 
charity calendar. 

The big black feline was found 
Friday on Staten Island after dis¬ 
appearing from a lower Manhat¬ 
tan firehouse. 

The lost pet showed up in the 
backyard of a woman whose fire¬ 
fighter husband was a 9/11 first 
responder who died of cancer last 
year. 

The firefighters called the cat 
Big Sexy, but its real name is 
Buddy. 

Taxiing plane strikes 
wing of second plane 

ly I NEWARK — Authori- 
Iw S ties said a plane taxiing 
at Newark Liberty Airport struck 
the wing of another plane but no 
one was injured. 

The airport said in a message 
on Twitter that the Southwest 
Airlines plane was taxiing short¬ 
ly after 7 a.m. Saturday when it 
struck wings with a parked air¬ 
liner at the airport’s Terminal A 
gate. 

The airport said there were no 


injuries, and passengers were to 
be rebooked. 

News 12 New Jersey reported 
that Southwest Airlines Flight 6 
bound for Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
began to taxi following de-icing 
when its left wing grazed a parked 
plane being de-iced prior to a trip 
to Nashville, Tenn. 

School bus crashes into 
building; driver cited 

ly CHARLOTTE — Au- 

I* thorities in North Car¬ 

olina said the driver of a school 
bus has been cited after the ve¬ 
hicle crashed into a building with 
students aboard. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police 
said in a statement Friday that 
Lashandra Chere Williams, 35, 
was cited for failure to maintain 
lane control. 

According to police, the Char¬ 
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools bus 
left its lane and struck a car 
stopped in a turn lane Thursday. 
The bus ran off the street and 
crashed into a condominium. 

Police said two students were 
taken to a local hospital as a pre¬ 


cautionary measure, but no seri¬ 
ous injuries were reported. 

Officials use highway 
sign humor for safety 

COLUMBUS — The 
Ohio Department of 
Transportation is working to en¬ 
courage drivers to stay safe and 
to smile. 

The Blade in Toledo report¬ 
ed that transportation officials 
are inserting humor into their 
digital roadway signs, with mes¬ 
sages such as “Camp in Ohio 
state parks, not the left lane” and 
“Visiting in-laws? Slow down, get 
there late.” 

Department spokesman Matt 
Bruning, who has authored a few 
of the messages, said officials are 
simply trying to humanize what 
the agency does. 

The signs display the humor¬ 
ous messages on off-peak hours 
and on weekends. An informal 
committee brainstorms ideas for 
the signs, and citizens can make 
suggestions online at zerodeaths. 
ohio.gov. 

From wire reports 


THE CENSUS 


gm The number of cars a New Hampshire man told police he’d broken into between November 

T ■ ■■ ■ 2018 and last month. WMUR-TV reported that while police were responding to a break-in 
in February, they found a man nearby. Police said he acknowledged having stolen property 
on him. After he was arrested, police said, he told them he broke into 100 vehicles in the 
Nashua area. Officers searched an address where he was staying and found numerous sto¬ 
len electronics, including iPads and iPhones, jewelry and loose change. 
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Calling on test friends 

Country star Dierks Bentley recruits big names to ensure 
Colorado music event doesn’t go up in Fyre-sized flames 


SON 


Dierks Bentley ' " 



By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

After watching a recent documentary about the 
doomed Fyre Festival in the Bahamas, country 
star Dierks Bentley was appalled at how it all went 
disastrously wrong. 

Bentley knows the pressure of putting on a des¬ 
tination music festival that he’s invested in and cu¬ 
rated as he’s heading into the second year for the 
Seven Peaks Music Festival in Buena Vista, Colo., 
a small town about two hours outside of Denver. 

“It gave me hot flashes, even now just thinking 
about it. On every level, that was so wrong,” Bent¬ 
ley said of the Fyre Festival. 

Performers at the three-day Labor Day festival 
will include Bentley, Luke Bryan, Maren Morris, 
Jon Pardi, Travis Tritt, the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
and Diamond Rio. There will be a ’90s country 
night with artists like Deana Carter, Tracy Law¬ 
rence and Bentley’s own ’90s cover band, the Hot 
Country Knights, in addition to Americana and 
bluegrass artists like The War and Treaty and 
Steep Canyon Rangers and new country artists 
like Tennille Townes, Caylee Hammack, Mitchell 
T’enpenny and Ryan Hurd. 

“I’m ecstatic that we’re getting a second year, 
because it’s not a given,” Bentley told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. “These don’t make money for three, 
four years.” 


Bentley’s inaugural festival had its challenges. 
There had previously been an electronic music 
festival at the site that drew complaints about loud 
music well after midnight. Both Bentley and Live 
Nation representatives spent time in the city dur¬ 
ing the planning process talking to local officials 
about traffic, ticketing, sound, safety and more. 

“There’s a trust that goes on,” Bentley said. “We 
could come in there with a big country music ham¬ 
mer and really just stomp all over their town, so I 
get their concerns.” 

According to local newspaper reports, about 
8,000 people attended the festival in its first year, 
but Bentley said they are expecting attendance to 
increase. 

Bryan is one of the genre’s biggest stadium-fill¬ 
ing stars and the two have shared hosting duties for 
the Academy of Country Music Awards. Bentley 
said he’s played Bryan’s Mexico festival, “Crash 
My Playa,” and decided to call in a favor. 

“He recognizes the role he plays at a festival, 
the weight he carries and the people he brings in,” 
Bentley said. 

Bentley is proud that many of last year’s head¬ 
liners didn’t just play their set and leave for home 
but stayed for the whole weekend. 

“It’s making my liver hurt just thinking about 
Luke hanging out for several nights,” Bentley 
said. 


Spielberg’s anti-streaming Oscars 
push against Netflix hits a nerve 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

When Steven Spielberg speaks about the busi¬ 
ness of Hollywood, everyone generally listens. But 
reports that he intends to support rule changes 
that could block Netflix from Oscars eligibility 
provoked a heated debate online over the weekend. 
It has found the legendary filmmaker at odds with 
some industry heavyweights, who have pointed 
out that Netflix has been an important supporter 
of minority filmmakers and stories, especially in 
awards campaigns, while also reigniting the ongo¬ 
ing streaming versus theatrical debate. 

Spielberg has weighed in before on whether 
streaming movies should compete for the film 
industry’s most prestigious award (TV movies, 
he said last year, should compete for Emmys), but 
that was before Netflix nearly succeeded in getting 
its first best picture Oscar for Alfonso Cuaron’s 
“Roma” at the Academy Awards. “Green Book,” 
which was produced partially by Spielberg’s Amb- 
lin Entertainment, won. 

This year, the streaming service is likely to step 
up its awards game with Martin Scorsese’s “The 
Irishman,” which The Hollywood Reporter said 
may also gun for a wide-theatrical release. 

But Netflix isn’t playing by the same rules as 
other studios. The company doesn’t report theatri¬ 
cal grosses, for one. 

Spielberg and others are planning to support a 
revised film academy regulation at an upcoming 
meeting of the organization’s board of governors 
that would disqualify Netflix from the Oscars, or 
at least the method in which the streaming giant 


currently operates during awards season. 

“Steven feels strongly about the difference be¬ 
tween the streaming and theatrical situation,” 
an Amblin spokesperson told IndieWire’s Anne 
Thompson. “He’ll be happy if the others will join 
(his campaign) when that comes up. He will see 
what happens.” 

But some see Spielberg’s position as wrong- 
minded, especially when it comes to the Academy 
Awards, which requires a theatrical run to be eli¬ 
gible for an award. Many online have pointed out 
that the organization allows members to watch 
films on DVD screeners before voting. 

Filmmaker Ava DuVemay tweeted in response 
to the news that the topic would be discussed at a 
board of governors meeting, which is comprised of 
only 54 people out of more than 8,000 members. 

“I hope if this is true, that you’ll have filmmak¬ 
ers in the room or read statements from directors 
like me who feel differently,” DuVemay wrote. 

Some questioned whether Spielberg under¬ 
stands how important Netflix has been to minority 
filmmakers in recent years. 

Franklin Leonard, who founded The BlackList, 
which surveys the best unproduced scripts in Hol¬ 
lywood, noted that Netflix’s first four m^or Oscar 
campaigns were all by and about people of color: 
“Beasts of No Nation,” “The 13th,” “Mudbound” 
and “Roma.” 

It’s important to note that Netflix didn’t produce 
“Beasts of No Nation,” “Mudbound” or “Roma,” but 
rather acquired them for distribution. But if Oscar 
campaigns are no longer part of the equation in a 
Netflix-partnership, top-tier filmmakers are likely 
to take their talents and films elsewhere. 


Ryan Adams’ tour canceled 


Associated Press 

Singer Ryan Adams’ upcoming 
tour of the United Kingdom and 
Ireland is canceled following re¬ 
ports of psychological abuse and 
sexual misconduct. 

The cancellation comes after 
The New York Times recently 
reported the misconduct allega¬ 
tions against Adams made by 
multiple women, including his 
ex-wife Mandy Moore. Seven 
women have claimed Adams, 44, 
offered to help them with their 
music careers but then turned 
things sexual, sometimes becom¬ 
ing verbally abusive. Adams has 
denied the accusations. 

The musician’s tour was sched¬ 
uled to begin March 30. 

Prodigy vocalist dies 

Keith Flint, lead singer of in¬ 
fluential British dance-electronic 
band The Prodigy, was found 
dead Monday at his home near 
London, the band said. He was 49. 
Police said the death was being 
treated as non-suspicious. 

Flint was the stage persona of 
the band, whose 1990s hits “Fire- 
starter” and “Breathe” were 
an incendiary fusion of techno, 
breakbeat and acid house music. 

The Prodigy sold 30 million re¬ 
cords, helping to take rave music 
from an insular community of 
party-goers to an international 


audience. They had seven No. 1 
albums in Britain, most recently 
with “No Tourists” in 2018. 

Other news 

■ Actor Johnny Depp is suing 
his ex-wife, actress Amber 
Heard, in a $50 million defama¬ 
tion lawsuit, citing a piece she 
wrote for The Washington Post 
about domestic abuse. The com¬ 
plaint, filed March 1, said Depp, 
55, has suffered financial losses 
because of the accusations, in¬ 
cluding being dropped from his 
role as Capt. Jack Sparrow in the 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” films. 

■ “How To Train Your Drag¬ 
on: The Hidden World” topped 
the North American box office 
for a second week, grossing an 
estimated $30 to bring its domes¬ 
tic total to just shy of $100 million. 
Close on its tail was Tyler Perry’s 
final installment of the “Madea” 
franchise, “A Madea Family Fu¬ 
neral,” which took second place 
with an estimated $27 million. 

■ Rock ’n’ roll pioneer Jerry 
Lee Lewis is recovering after a 
minor stroke, but he’s expected 
to make a full recovery. A state¬ 
ment from his publicist says the 
83-year-old Rock & Roll Hall of 
Famer had a stroke Feb. 28 and is 
recuperating. His publicist, Zach 
Farnum, said no scheduled shows 
have been affected. 







Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, March 5,2019 




SHIFTING GEARS 


Electrics, SUVs share stage at auto show 


By David McHugh 

Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany — Carmakers 
were hoping to give consumers a glimpse 
of the future at this year’s Geneva auto 
show as they rolled out new electric cars 
and tried to re-energize an industry facing 
serious challenges on several fronts. 

The Geneva International Motor Show is 
taking place against a background of slow¬ 
ing sales in China, the world’s biggest auto 
market. A potentially chaotic departure by 
Britain from the European Union and the 
US.-China trade dispute could mean fur¬ 
ther trouble for an industry that saw global 
sales slip last year. 

Add to those the looming disruption 
from new technologies such as autonomous 
driving and smartphone-based services 
that offer use of a car without ownership, 
as well as regulatory pressure to add more 
zero-emissions vehicles. In both cases, 
automakers are sinking billions in invest¬ 
ment into areas that don’t yet bring them 
big sales volumes and profits. 

The show runs through March 17. Here’s 
a look at the m^or themes of the show. 

Going electric 

Although scarce on the road today, bat¬ 
tery-driven cars headed for the market in 
the months ahead will be much in evidence 
at the show. 

One reason: Tough new limits on emis¬ 
sions of carbon dioxide, the main green¬ 
house gas blamed for global warming, take 
effect in the European Union from 2021, 
and get even tougher in 2025 and 2030. 

Carmakers originally bet on diesel to 
help them cut average emissions. But diesel 
sales plummeted in the wake of Volkswa¬ 
gen’s 2015 scandal over cars with software 
that let them cheat on emissions tests. 

Analysts say more electric sales will 
have to fill the gap. Yet that raises its own 
questions, not least consumer reluctance to 
buy electrics because of higher prices and 
concerns about the limited range and lack 
of places to charge them. 

Honda will be showing a compact electric 
vehicle prototype while Volvo Car Group’s 
Polestar brand will show off the Polestar 2, 
a battery-driven compact vehicle that ad¬ 
vertises 500 kilometers of range under the 
European range test (275 miles under the 
different U.S. standard) and is intended to 
compete with the Tesla Model 3. 

Audi will present its A6, A7, A8 and Q5 
vehicles in hybrid versions, which combine 
battery and internal combustion propul¬ 
sion. Daimler’s Mercedes-Benz has the 
concept EQV, a battery-powered van. 

Trade woes 

Troubles in the global economy are hang¬ 
ing over the show. China car sales dipped 
last year, and there is uncertainty about the 
outcome of US.-China trade talks. Without 
a deal. President Donald Trump could add 
new import taxes that could slow the Chi¬ 
nese economy and global trade. Trump has 
also threatened to impose import duties on 
autos that could hit European producers 
hard. 

Britain could wind up leaving the EU 
on March 29 without a negotiated deal to 
smooth the transition, leading to sudden 
tariffs that could disrupt the auto indus¬ 
tries’ complex supply chains. 

Ferdinand Dudenhoeffer, director of 
the Center for Automotive Research at the 
University of Duisburg-Essen, said Britain 
is only 2.8 percent of global sales, meaning 
“exaggerated fears on the demand side are 
not so realistic.” For carmakers with pro¬ 


COURTESY OF PoLESTAR/AP 

Volvo’s electric performance brand, Polestar, is unveiling the Polestar 2, a battery-powered compact car, at the Geneva International 
Motor Show in Geneva, which runs through March 17. The Polestar 2 is intended to compete with Tesla Model 3. 


Courtesy of Volkswagen/AP 

The new Volkswagen Buggy electric car was set to be presented at the auto show. 


Courtesy of Renault/AP 

Renault has a new version of its small, gasoline-powered Clio. 


duction located in Britain, however — such 
as Jaguar Land Rover, BMW, Ford, Nis¬ 
san and PSA Group — Brexit could make 
things significantly more difficult. Honda 
has said it will close a plant in England, al¬ 
though the company says Brexit isn’t the 
reason. 

Global auto sales fell to 83.7 million last 


year from 84.8 million in 2017. Dudenhoef- 
fer’s center foresees a further slide to 81.9 
million this year. 

Best sellers 

While displaying the electric cars com¬ 
ing to market in coming months and years, 
automakers are also offering plenty of 


what consumers buy most now: less cli¬ 
mate-friendly SUVs and the small cars 
that remain a mainstay in Europe. 

Sport utility vehicles sell well and can 
earn strong profits for manufacturers. 
Volkswagen Group’s Skoda will show off 
the Kamiq crossover SUV with 95,115 and 
150 horsepower gasoline engines as well as 
a four-cylinder diesel version. Mercedes- 
Benz has an updated version of the GLC, 
an SUV loaded with driver assistance 
systems. 

Automakers haven’t forgotten small gas¬ 
oline-powered cars, which remain a bread 
and butter sales category in Europe’s 
crowded cities. Renault has a new version 
of its Clio compact, and Peugeot offers a 
second-generation version of its 208. 

Bring money 

Geneva tends to be a place for high-end 
automakers such as McLaren, Ferrari, 
Lamborghini and Aston Martin to show off 
gorgeous rides with prices starting at hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars. 

This year is no exception. Volkswagen 
Group’s Lamborghini displays the con¬ 
vertible Huracan EVO Spyder, a sleek, 
low-slung machine that goes from 0-62 
mph in 3.1 seconds and reaches a top speed 
of 202 mph. Suggested retail prices start at 
202,437 euros in Europe and $287,400 in 
the US., not including tax. 
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By Mike Pence 
Special to The Washington Post 

S ince taking office, President Donald 
Trump’s top priority has been to 
strengthen our national defense 
and protect the American people. 
We have made historic investments to re¬ 
build our armed forces. We have removed 
unnecessary restraints on our command¬ 
ers, giving them the rules of engagement 
they need to defeat our enemies. And to 
meet the emerging threats in space, the 
newest war-fighting domain, the president 
has called for the creation of the U.S. Space 
Force. 

On Friday, the defense secretary re¬ 
leased a legislative proposal at the pres¬ 
ident’s direction to establish the Space 
Force, within the Air Force, as the sixth 
branch of the armed forces. This legisla¬ 
tion is the first step toward creating a new, 
separate military department for space 
in the future, and our administration will 
continue working closely with leaders in 
Congress on both sides of the aisle to get 
a bill that creates the Space Force to the 
president’s desk this year. 

Space is central to our way of life. U.S. 
leadership in space has pioneered ground¬ 
breaking new technologies; revolutionized 
how we communicate, travel, farm and 
trade; supported countless US. jobs; and 
above all made the strongest military in 
the history of the world stronger still. 

Over the past 60 years, the United States 
has assembled the world’s largest, most 
sophisticated constellation of military and 
intelligence satellites. And we have forged 
the technology to leverage U.S. power in 
space here on Earth, giving our war fight¬ 
ers and intelligence community a strategic 
advantage and increasing the agility, pre¬ 
cision and lethality of our military. 


L ike so many figures from the 
world of President Donald Trump, 
his former lawyer Michael Cohen 
appears to have been recruited 
from a dinner theater production of “Guys 
and Dolls.” He looks like maybe his nose 
stood a little too close to the wrong person’s 
fist. Like the kind of fella who thinks Paul 
“Paulie Suits” Manafort looks real sharp 
in his ostrich windbreaker. Like someone 
who knows there are worse ways to make a 
living than brandishing metaphorical base¬ 
ball bats at college registrars who might 
publish the Boss’ grade point average. In 
certain lines of work, the bats are real. 

Remember Anthony “The Mooch” Scar- 
amucci? He was Trump’s White House 
communications director for approximate¬ 
ly as long as it takes to dump a body in the 
Meadowlands. The Mooch’s qualification 
was a very New York vocabulary. All his 
favorite words began with “F.” 

Cohen came close to that level of blunt 
force brevity while testifying about “Mis- 
tuh Trump” in Congress last week. “He is a 
racist. He is a con man. And he is a cheat,” 
Cohen declared. But while a turncoat’s 
testimony is standard second-act fare in 
goombah dramas, the congressional reac¬ 
tion offered a fresh twist. 

As expected. Republicans on the House 
Oversight and Reform Committee spent 
an entire day trying to expose Cohen as a 
liar. For example, they pointed out that he’s 
headed to prison for lying. They reproved, 
in very loud and angry tones, his lack of 
thoroughness in completing a government 
questionnaire. They even displayed a large 
photograph of Cohen labeled “Liar, liar, 
pants on fire!” To which one can only add: 


But the domain of space, once desolate 
and uncontested, is now crowded and con¬ 
frontational. As the Defense Intelligence 
Agency detailed in a recent report, China 
and Russia are aggressively developing 
and deploying capabilities — including 
anti-satellite weapons, airborne lasers, 
menacing “on-orbit” capabilities and eva¬ 
sive hypersonic missiles — that have trans¬ 
formed space into a war-fighting domain. 

While our adversaries have weaponized 
space, too often we have bureaucratized it. 
Organizational inefficiencies that plague 
our space military authorities, war-fight¬ 
ing capabilities, acquisition programs and 
personnel policies stifle our ability to meet 
the rapidly evolving threats in space. 

Responsibility for our national security 
space programs is spread across more than 
60 departments and agencies, resulting in 
a glaring lack of leadership and account¬ 
ability that undermines our combatant 
commanders and puts our war fighters at 
risk. We’ve known about this problem for 
decades. A 1994 General Accounting Of¬ 
fice report warned of these “fragmented 
responsibilities.” In 2001, the Rumsfeld 
Space Commission stated that America’s 
military and intelligence agencies are “not 
yet arranged or focused to meet [our] na¬ 
tional security space needs.” In 2008, the 
Allard Commission bluntly observed, “No 
one’s in charge.” 

For too long, these warnings have been 
ignored. But in this administration, we 
are no longer just studying the problem 
— we’re starting to fix it. And the Space 
Force is the solution. 

At the president’s direction, the defense 
secretary is already establishing a uni¬ 
fied combatant command for space that 
will centralize the command-and-control 
structure for space war fighting. It will also 


“hanging on a telephone wire.” 

In short, they tried everything to dis¬ 
credit Cohen’s charges — except disput¬ 
ing them. Racist, con man, cheat. No one 
sputtered, “Have you no decency?” No one 
wept for this good man’s good name. Even 
drug kingpins are praised for remember¬ 
ing widows and orphans. But Trump’s 
alleged chiseling at his “charitable” foun¬ 
dation went unrefuted. 

So the question is not “Where does 
Trump find his hoodlum henchmen?” It’s 
“Where does America find such sad excus¬ 
es for elected leaders?” Either they believe 
Trump was smeared and are too pusillani¬ 
mous to defend him, or they accept that the 
president is indeed a racist, con man and 
cheat but are too groveling to defend the 
country. 

The answer is that we find these people 
in congressional districts with boundaries 
drawn to guarantee one-party rule. Ac¬ 
cording to the Cook Political Report, 165 
of the 197 seats currently held by Repub¬ 
licans are already safely locked up for the 
GOP in 2020; by contrast, only four of those 
seats are considered toss-ups. 

In safe districts, politics doesn’t work 
the way you were taught in grade school. 
Reasonable people don’t meet in the mid¬ 
dle. Instead, the purists and activists in 
the dominant party choose a nominee, and 
that person steamrolls to victory. 

Once an incumbent occupies a safe seat, 
the future narrows to a single imperative: 
no primaries. As long as the activists are 
happy, and as long as they snuff out any 
insurrection that might be stirring back 
home, the job is secure. Seniority accumu¬ 
lates. Power grows. Life is good. 

When congressional Republicans grov¬ 
el their way through televised hearings. 


develop and implement the strategy, doc¬ 
trine, tactics, techniques and procedures 
our armed forces need to deter and defeat 
a new generation of threats in space. 

But to ensure the success of our war 
fighters in this new domain. Congress 
must modify Title 10 of the U.S. Code to es¬ 
tablish a new branch of our armed forces 
that is responsible for organizing, training 
and equipping space forces, including both 
combat and combat-support functions for 
offensive and defensive space operations. 

For that reason, the defense secretary’s 
proposal calls on Congress to establish a 
chief of staff and undersecretary for space, 
and to consolidate existing uniformed and 
civilian personnel involved in military 
space activities into the new Space Force. 

The first-year cost to stand up a lean, 
focused Space Force is expected to be $72 
million, and less than $2 billion total over 
the next five years. Once fully established, 
the additional cost will be roughly $500 
million per year, the equivalent of 0.07 per¬ 
cent of our entire defense budget. 

Under this proposal, the Space Force 
would be within the Air Force, similar to 
the placement of the Marine Corps within 
the Navy. More than any other organiza¬ 
tion, the Air Force has been at the van¬ 
guard of building the world’s best military 
space programs. So, creating the Space 
Force within the Air Force is the best way 
to minimize duplication of effort and elimi¬ 
nate bureaucratic inefficiencies. 

Just as the Air Force began within the 
Army before becoming a separate depart¬ 
ment, so too will this first step in estab¬ 
lishing the Space Force pave the way for a 
separate military department in the future. 
The Space Force is the next and the natu¬ 
ral evolution of U.S. supremacy in space. 
Mike Pence is vice president of the United States. 


they’re groveling to the party activists in 
their districts who see the world entirely in 
terms of Us against Them. This core vote. 
The Base, will forgive nearly any excess in 
the partisan cause, but regards moderation 
as a mortal sin. 

Safe seats aren’t the evil design of one 
party or the other. They are the creation of 
a conspiracy of Insiders whose shared goal 
is to simplify the complexity of politics in a 
diverse nation. Making a seat safe for Re¬ 
publicans often entails the concentration 
of Democrats in their own safe seat near¬ 
by. For instance. Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio 
— chief groveler of the Cohen cross-ex¬ 
aminers — holds an unthreatened district 
adjacent to an equally safe Democratic 
seat occupied by Rep. Marcy Kaptur, who 
proved her left-wing bona fides by support¬ 
ing Vermont socialist Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
an independent, in 2016. 

Regardless of party, the resulting dy¬ 
namic is the same. Fear of primaries is the 
driving political force in Congress. For Re¬ 
publicans, the fallout is perhaps margin¬ 
ally more embarrassing, because the twin 
disasters of the botched Iraq reconstruc¬ 
tion and the Great Recession left the GOP 
establishment in shambles. Years later, the 
party’s operating manual is still “Lord of 
the Flies.” 

The party hacks and their hairsprayed 
con men are symbiotic now, bound not by 
respect but by fear. If one falls, they all 
fall — or so the calculation goes. “It’s not 
personal,” said Michael Corleone, whose 
hangdog eyes bore a passing resemblance 
to the sad chocolate orbs of Michael Cohen. 
“It’s strictly business.” 

David Von Drehle is a Washington Post columnist. 
He is the author of “Rise to Greatness: Abraham 
Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year.” 


Why Trump’s cronies don’t stand up to him 

By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Hula swivelers 
5 Kvetch 
9 Comedian 
Margaret 

12 Inky stain 

13 Stead 

14 Bond rating 

15 Sooner State 
native 

17 “The A-Team” 
actor 

18 Trails 

19 Rose parts 
21 Halloween 

disguises 

24 Rating unit 

25 iPhone 
downloads 

26 Skunk relatives 

30 was 
saying ...” 

31 Passion 

32 — tai 

33 Olympic winner 

35 Poet of yore 

36 Dutch cheese 

37 Arm bones 

38 Peer in a box 

40 The Emerald Isle 

42 Branch 

43 Intermediary 

48 “Patience 
— virtue” 

49 Thus 

50 Corn recipe 

3-5 



DOWN 

1 “Veep” airer 

2 Sort 

3 D.C. figure 

4 Celery servings 

5 Drain blockage 

6 Intends 

7 Actor Stephen 

8 Groan-inducing 
humorist 

9 TV station 
employee 

10 Injure 

11 Feed-bag filler 
16 Possesses 

20 Tic-toe 

21 Sir’s counterpart 


22 Church section 

23 Peter Parker’s 
alter ego 

24 Coin aperture 

26 Prudish 

27 Takes too 
much, in 
med. lingo 

28 Skater Lipinski 

29 Faction 

31 Fear-stricken 

34 Big fuss 

35 Censors 

37 Internet address 

38 Hoosegow 

39 Celestial bear 

40 Jittery 

41 Altar vows 

44 Roth svgs. plan 

45 Extinct bird 

46 Picnic crasher 

47 Born 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


VJLP FLZFML HNL KZDOML 
FJZPLN’ GYMGHMYSZIN, VJYS 
KOUJS SJLE XLIE V L M M DL 


TZOPU? GLMM TOXONOZP. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MY COOL NARRATIVE 
GENERATES ALMOST NO INTEREST ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA. IT’S A NEVER-TRENDING STORY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals W 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


STARSI^STRIPES. 

CLASSIFIED 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising! Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
_ +49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 

Circulation 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


Reader Letters letters@stripes.ci 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 


Be aware of the common 


■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 




Get entertained with... 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 



STARS^^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com su| 


STRIPES, 


Mobile • Online • Print 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Penzoil 400 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 

At Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Las Vegas 

Lap length: 1.S miles 
(Starting position in parentheses) 

1. (10) Joey Logano, Ford, 267. 

2. as) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 267. 

3. (3) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 267. 

4. (1) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 267. 

5. (28) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 267. 

6. (8) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 267. 

7. (25) Aric Almirola, Ford, 267. 

8. (23) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 267. 

9. (12) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 267. 

10. (2) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 267. 

11. (11) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 267. 

12. (7) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 267. 

13. (18) Erik Jones, Toyota, 267. 

14. (17) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 267. 

15. (15) Paul Menard, Ford, 267. 

16. (20) William Byron, Chevrolet, 267. 

17. (22) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 267. 

18. (27) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 
267. 

19. (9) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 
266. 

20. (4) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 266. 

21. (26) Matt DIBenedetto, Toyota, 
266. 

22. (13) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 266. 

23. (5) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 265. 

24. (29) Ryan Newman, Ford, 265. 

25. (24) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 265. 

26. (21) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 
265. 

27. (30) Corey LaJoie, Ford, 264. 

28. (6) David Ragan, Ford, 264. 

29. (14) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 264. 

30. (16) Michael McDowell, Ford, 263. 

31. (32) Parker Kligerman, Toyota, 263. 

32. (31) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 260. 

33. 08) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 259. 

34. (35) Matt Tifft, Ford, 259. 

35. (33) Cody Ware, Chevrolet, 253. 

36. (37) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 
252. 

37. (34) BJ McLeod, Ford, 220. 

38. (36) Joey Case, Toyota, Engine, 10. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

154.849 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 Hours, 35 Minutes, 
11 Seconds. Margin of Victory: .236 Sec- 

Caution Fiags: 2 for 12 laps. 

Lead Changes: 19 among 9 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: K. Harvick 1-43;J. Logano 
44-49:D. Suarez 50-61;K. Harvick 62-83;B. 
Keselowski 84-96;J. Logano 97-119:K. 
Busch 120-128;W. Byron 129-149;J. Lo¬ 
gano 150-163;K. Busch 164-168;J. Logano 
169;K. Busch 170-187;K. Harvick 188- 
210;J. Logano 211-215;K. Busch 216-219:R. 
Stenhouse Jr. 220-224;A. Dillon 225-226;J. 
Logano 227-239;B. Keselowski 240-243;J. 
Logano 244-267. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Kevin Harvick 3 times 
for 88 laps; Joey Logano 7 times for 86 
laps: Kurt Busch 2 times for 23 laps; Wil¬ 
liam Byron 1 time for 21 laps; Brad Ke¬ 
selowski 2 times for 17 laps; Kyle Busch 
2 times for 13 laps; Daniel Suarez 1 time 
for 12 laps: Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 1 time for 
5 laps; Austin Dilion 1 time for 2 laps. 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany 6-0, La Salle 5-9 
Alvernia8-3, Elms 1-2 
Johns Hopkins 5, Cortland 3 
Muhlenberg 4, Emerson 3 
Oswego 22, Wesley 4 
Stevenson 11, MCLA 1 
WPI 10, Penn St.-Fayette 5 
SOUTH 

Barton 7, Chowan 6 
Delaware St. 6-3, Marist 1-1 
Florida 28-5, Winthrop 5-3 
Florida Memorial 11, Chestnut Hill 3 
Georgia Gwinnett 15, St. Xavier (III.) 5 
Kent St. 5, Charlotte 3 
Lafayette 2, N.C. Central 1 
Stonehill 4-6, Concordia (NY) 1-5 
The Citadel 8, North Alabama 3 
Thiel 26, Rivier6 

Thomas (Ga.) 6, Rochester (Mich.) 3 
Wake Forest 11, Furman 2 
Webber International 6, St. Francis 
(lll.)l 

William & Mary 8, High Point 6 

MIDWEST 

Elizabethtown 8, Muskingum 6 
Monmouth (III.) 3, Dominican (III.) 0 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M-CC 7-8, E. Michigan 2-2 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 7, Rhode Is¬ 
land 6 

FAR WEST 

Michigan 4-2, CS Northridge 2-5 
San Jose St. 22, New Mexico 18 
UC Riverside 5, Cal Baptist 4 
UCLA 6, Sacramento St. 0 
Washington 5, Cal Poly 0 


College basketball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

1. Gonzaga (29-2) d?d not play. Next: 
WCC semifinals, Monday, March 11. 

2. Virginia (26-2) did not play. Next: at 
Syracuse, Monday. 

3. Duke (25-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Wake Forest, Tuesday. 

4. Kentucky (24-5) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi, Tuesday. 

5. North Carolina (24-5) did not play. 
Next: at Boston College, Tuesday. 

6. Michigan State (23-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Nebraska, Tuesday. 

7. Tennessee (26-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Mississippi State, Tuesday. 

8. Houston (27-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
SMU, Thursday. 

9. Michig 
69-62. Next: 
urday. 

10. Marquette (23-6) lost to Creighton 
66-60. Next: at Seton Hall, Wednesday. 

11. Texas Tech (24-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas, Monday. 

12. Nevada (26-3) did not play. Next: at 
Air Force, Tuesday. 

13. LSU (24-5) did not play. Next: at Flor¬ 
ida, Wednesday. 

14. Purdue (22-7) did not play. Next: at 
Minnesota, Tuesday. 

15. Kansas (22-7) did not play. Next: at 
Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

16. Kansas State (22-7) did not play. 
Next: at TCU, Monday. 

17. Maryland (21-9) lost to No. 9 Michi¬ 
gan 69-62. Next: vs. Minnesota, Friday. 

18. Florida State (23-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 20 Virginia Tech, Tuesday. 

19. Wisconsin (20-9) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 22 Iowa, Thursday. 

20. Virginia Tech (22-6) did not play. 
Next: at No. 18 Florida State, Tuesday. 

21. Buffalo (26-3) did not play. Next: at 
Ohio, Tuesday. 

22. Iowa (21-8) did not play. Next: at No. 
19 Wisconsin, Thursday. 

23. Cincinnati (25-4) did not play. Next: 
at UCF, Thursday. 

24. Wofford (26-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
VMI or Western Carolina, Saturday. 

25. Washington (23-6) beat Stanford 62- 
61. Next: vs. Oregon State, Wednesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Manhattan 62, Quinnipiac 58 
Rider 75, Marist 64 
Siena 72, Niagara 65, OT 
St. Peter’s 62, Fairfield 52 
Temple 80, Tulane 69 
UConn 60, South Florida 58 
SOUTH 

Appalachian St. 90, Louisiana-Lafay- 
!tte 80 

Charlotte 68, UTEP 58 
FlU 83, Louisiana Tech 76 
Georgia Tech 81, Boston College 78, OT 
Louisville 75, Notre Dame 61 
Michigan 69, Maryland 62 
W. Kentucky 76, Southern Miss. 71 
MIDWEST 

Creighton 66, Marquette 60 
DePaul 92, St. John’s 83 
Illinois 81, Northwestern 76 

SOUTHWEST 

Marshall 85, North Texas 82 
Rice 67, Middle Tennessee 61 
Tulsa 91, East Carolina 78 
Wichita St. 67, SMU 55 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 74, Oregon St. 71 
CS Northridge 84, Hawaii 73 
Washington 62, Stanford 61 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware 68, William & Mary 52 
Drexel 68, Elon 45 
James Madison 63, Towson 56 
Louisville 67, Pittsburgh 40 
Marquette 80, Providence 57 
Northeastern 81, Coll, of Charleston 69 
Seton Hall 76, St. John’s 72 
Syracuse 76, Boston College 59 
UNC-Wilmington 61, Hofstra 51 
SOUTH 

Auburn 56, LSU 46 
Duke 62, North Carolina 44 
Florida 78, Vanderbilt 66 
Florida St. 64, Georgia Tech 55 
Kentucky 58, Georgia 53 
Mississippi St. 68, South Carolina 64 
NC State 70, Miami 68 
Tennessee 81, Mississippi 56 
Virginia Tech 69, Wake Forest 57 
MIDWEST 
Butler 62, Villanova 60 
DePaul 74, Creighton 67 
Drake 70, Missouri St. 61 
Georgetown 67, Xavier 64 
Illinois St. 74, Valparaiso 53 
Indiana 73, Purdue 51 
Iowa 74, Northwestern 50 
Michigan 59, Wisconsin 49 
Minnesota 81, Michigan St. 63 
Missouri 82, Alabama 47 
N. Iowa 76, S. Illinois 67 
Notre Dame 103, Virginia 66 
Rutgers 66, Ohio St. 56 
SDUTHWEST 

Texas A&M 66, Arkansas 53 

FAR WEST 

California 80, Washington St. 58 
Oregon 66, Arizona St. 59 
Oregon St. 65, Arizona 60 
Southern Cal 83, Utah 77 
Stanford 72, Washington 53 
UCLA 84, Colorado 50 

Women’s conference 
tournaments 

America East Conference 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 6 

New Hampshire at Maine 
UMBC at Hartford 
Vermont at Stony Brook 


Binghamton at Albany 

Atlantic Coast Conference 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 6 
Virginia vs. Boston College 
Virginia Tech vs. Wake Forest 
Duke vs. Pittsburgh 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 7 
Syracuse vs. Virginia-Boston College 
North Carolina vs. Georgia Tech 
Clemson vs. Virginia Tech-Wake For¬ 
est winner 

Florida State vs. Duke-Pittsburgh 

Quarterfinais 
Friday, March 8 

Miami vs. Syracuse—Virginia-Boston 
College winner. 

Notre Dame vs. North Carolina-Geor- 
gia Tech winner 

Louisville vs. Clemson—Virginia Tech- 
Wake Forest winner 

N.C. State vs. Florida State-Duke- 
Pittsburgh winner 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 5 

George Washington at Saint Joseph’s 
La Salle at Dayton 
St. Bonaventure at Davidson 
UMass at George Mason 
Rhode Island at Duquesne 
Richmond at Saint Louis 

Big Ten Conference 
At Indianapolis 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 6 
Penn State vs. Wisconsin 
Purdue vs. Illinois 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 7 
Northwestern vs. Michigan State 
Ohio State vs. Penn State-Wisconsin 
Minnesota vs. Indiana 
Nebraska vs. Purdue-lllinois winner 
Horizon League 
At Detroit 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 5 
Oakland at Wright State 
Northern Kentucky at lUPUl 
Wednesday, March 6 
Milwaukee at Youngstown State 
Cleveland State at Green Bay 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 7 
Niagara vs. Fairfield 
Siena vs. Iona 
Manhattan vs. Saint Peter’s 
Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 8 

Quinnipiac vs. Niagara-Fairfield 
Rider vs. Siena-lona winner 
Saturday, March 9 
Marist vs. Manhattan-Saint Peter’s 
Monmouth vs. Canisius 

Ohio Valley Conference 
At The Ford Center 
Evansville, Ind. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 6 
Belmont vs. Southeast Missouri 
Morehead State vs. Jacksonville State 
Thursday, March 7 
Tennessee Tech vs. Austin Peay 
UT Martin vs. Murray State 
Pacific-12 Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 7 
Arizona State vs. Colorado 
Arizona vs. Southern Cal. 

California vs. Washington State 
Utah vs. Washington 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 8 

UCLA vs. Arizona State-Colorado 
Oregon vs. Arizona-Southern Cal 
Stanford vs. California-Washington 
State 

Oregon State vs. Utah-Washington 
Semifinal winners 

Southeastern Conference 
At Greenville, S.C. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 6 

Mississippi vs. Florida 
Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 7 

LSU vs. Tennessee 

Missouri vs. Mississippi-Florida win- 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 8 

Mississippi State vs. LSU-Tennessee 
Kentucky vs. Missouri—Mississippi- 
Florida 

South Carolina vs. Georgia-Arkansas 
Texas A&M vs. Auburn—Alabama- 
Vanderbilt 

Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 7 

Mercer vs. Western Carolina 
ETSU vs. Wofford 
Furman vs. Samford 
Chattanooga vs. UNC Greensboro 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 7 

Portland vs. San Diego 
Santa Clara vs. San Francisco 

Second Round 
Friday, March 8 

Pacific vs. Portland-San Diego winner 
Loyola Marymount vs. Santa Clara- 
San Francisco winner 

Third Round 
Saturday, March 9 

Saint Mary’s vs. Pacific—Portland-San 
Diego winner 

Pepperdine vs. Loyola Marymount— 
Santa Clara-San Francisco winner 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Toronto FC 1 0 0 3 3 1 

D.C. United 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Montreal 1 0 0 3 2 1 

New York City FC 0 0 1 12 2 

Orlando City 0 0 1 12 2 

Columbus 0 0 1 111 

New York 0 0 1 111 

New England 0 0 1 111 

Chicago 0 10 0 12 

Philadelphia 0 10 0 13 

Atlanta 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Cincinnati 0 10 0 14 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Seattle 1 0 0 3 4 1 

Minnesota United 1 0 0 3 3 2 

LA Galaxy 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Los Angeles FC 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Portland 0 0 1 13 3 

Colorado 0 0 1 13 3 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 1 111 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Houston 0 0 1 111 

Vancouver 010 023 

Sporting KC 0 10 0 12 

San Jose 0 10 0 12 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday’s games 
D.C. United 2, Atlanta 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Sporting Kansas 
City 1 

Saturday, March 9 

Orlando City at Chicago 
Colorado at New England 
Columbus at New England 
LA Galaxy at FC Dallas 
Montreal at Houston 
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake 
Minnesota United at San Jose 
Colorado at Seattle 

Sunday, March 10 
D.C. United at New York City FC 
Philadelphia at Sporting Kansas City 
Cincinnati at Atlanta 
Portland at Los Angeles FC 

Sunday 

LA FC 2 , Sporting KC 1 

Kansas City 1 0—1 

Los Angeles FC 0 2—2 

First half— 1, Kansas City, Nemeth, 1 
(Russell), 16th minute. 

Second half— 2, Los Angeles FC, Rossi, 
1, 47th; 3, Los Angeles FC, Diomande, 1 
(Harvey), 90th. 

Goalies— Kansas City, Tim Melia, Adri¬ 
an Zendejas; Los Angeles FC, Tyler Miller, 
Pablo Sisniega. 

Yellow Cards— Los Angeles FC, Har¬ 
vey, 66th; Blessing, 81st; Atuesta, 89th. 
Kansas City, Gutierrez, 10th; Fernandes, 
17th; Sinovic, 27th; Espinoza, 31st; Ne¬ 
meth, 42nd; Zusi, 51st. 

A-22,099. 

DC United 2 , Atianta United 0 

Atlanta 0 0-0 

D.C. United 1 1-2 

First half— 1, D.C. United, Arriola, 1 
(Acosta), 45th minute. 

Second half— 2, D.C. United, Acosta, 1 
(Rodriguez), 58th. 

Goalies— Atlanta, Brad Guzan, Alec 
Kann; D.C. United, Bill Hamid, Chris 
Seitz. 

Yellow Cards— Atlanta, Ambrose, 
53rd; Larentowicz, 83rd. 

A- 16,942. 


Sunday’s transactions 


American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
Hunter Harvey to Norfolk (IL). Reassigned 
C Cael Brockmeyer, LHP Chris Lee, RHPs 
Zach Pop and Dean Kremer, INF Zack 
Vincej and OFs Ryan McKenna and Mike 
Yastrzemski to minor league camp. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Traded OF Zack 
Granite to Texas for RHP Xavier Moore 
and cash and traded Moore to Baltimore 
for international signing bonus pool al¬ 
location. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned RHP 
Grant Holmes, INF Jorge Mateo and OFs 
Luis Barrera and Syke Bolt to Las Vegas 
(PCL). Reassigned LHPs Dean Kiekhefer 
and Kyle Lobstein; RHPs Parker Bridwell, 
Jake Buchanan, Kyle Finnegan, Miguel 
Romero and Norge Ruiz; Cs Jonah Heim 
and Beau Taylor and INF Corban Joseph to 
their minor Teague camp. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned OF/IB 
Joey Curletta to Tacoma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Placed OF Scott 
Heineman on the 60-day DL. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms with 
INF David Bote; LHPs Randy Rosario and 
Justin Steele; Cs Victor Caratini, Willson 
Contreras and Taylor Davis; OFs Albert Al- 
mora Jr., Ian Happ and Mark Zagunis; and 
RHPs Adbert AIzolay, Oscar De La Cruz, 
Dillon Maples, Alec Mills, James Norwood, 
Jen-Ho Tseng, Duane Underwood Jr. and 
Rowan Wick on one-year contracts. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

MILWAUKEE BUCKS - Signed C Pau 
Gasol. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled D Jason 
Demers from Tucson (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

WAKE FOREST - Announced the retire¬ 
ment of athletic director Ron Wellman, ef¬ 
fective May 1. Named John Currie athletic 
director. 


Cologuard Classic 

PGA Champions Tour 
Sunday 

At Omni Tucson National (Cataline) 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 7,207; Par 73 
Final 

Mark O’Meara, $255,000 66-70-66-202 -17 

Darren Clarke, $113,900 70-68-68-206 -13 

Scott McCarron, $113,900 67-70-69-206 -13 
Kirk Triplett, $113,900 68-69-69-206 -13 

Willie Wood, $113,900 66-71-69-206 -13 

Brandt Jobe, $57,800 68-71-69-208 -11 

Steve Strieker, $57,800 66-72-70-208 -11 

Kevin Sutherland, $57,800 73-67-68-208 -11 
David Toms, $57,800 71-70-67-208 -11 

Lee Janzen, $44,200 73-66-70-209 -10 

Scott Parel, $39,100 73-69-68-210 ' 

Kenny Perry, $39,100 65-73-72 -210 

Stephen Ames, $33,150 71-72-68-211 

C. Montgomerie, $33,150 70-72-69-211 
M. Calcavecchia, $27,234 72-72-68-212 
Tom Lehman, $27,234 70-70-72-212 

Billy Mayfair, $27,234 68-74-70-212 

Tim Petrovic, $27,234 72-71-69-212 

Duffy Waldorf, $27,234 71-73-68-212 

Fred Couples, $20,485 73-70-70-213 

M. Angel Jimenez, $20,485 66-75-72 -213 
Kent Jones, $20,485 72-71-70-213 

Ken Tanigawa, $20,485 72-74-67-213 

Tom Byrum, $17,000 68-75-71-214 

Doug Garwood, $17,000 73-70-71-214 

Gibby Gilbert III, $17,000 71-68-75-214 

Bob Estes, $14,450 74-68-73-215 

Dudley Hart, $14,450 71-70-74-215 

Wes Short, Jr., $14,450 72-71-72 -215 

Jerry Smith, $14,450 72-73-70-215 

Michael Allen, $12,495 74-73-69-216 

Jerry Kelly, $12,495 70-74-72 -216 

Honda Classic 

Sunday 

At PGA National (Champions) 

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Purse: $6.8 million 
Yardage: 7,125; Par: 70 
Final 

K. Mitchell, $1,224,000 68-66-70-67-271 
Rickie Fowler, $598,400 67-72-66-67-272 
B. Koepka, $598,400 67-69-70-66-272 

Lucas Glover, $299,200 66-69-72-66-273 
Ryan Palmer, $299,200 70-71-69-63 -273 


K. -Hoon Lee, $219,300 67-69-68-71-275 -5 

Jim Furyk, $183,600 69-72-68-67-276 -4 

Sergio Garcia, $183,600 67-70-70-69-276 -4 
Jason Kokrak, $183,600 69-71-68-68-276 -4 
Ryan Armour, $137,700 68-68-70-71-277 -3 

L. Bjerregaard, $137,700 70-68-72-67-277 -3 

Bud Cauley, $137,700 67-71-71-68-277 -3 

Harris English, $137,700 70-71-68-68-277 -3 
Billy Horschel, $105,400 67-71-73-67-278 -2 
C. Schwartzel, $105,400 67-70-72-69-278 -2 

M. Thompson, $105,400 71-69-66-72 -278 -2 

J. Vegas, $105,400 64-73-69-72 -278 -2 

Scott Brown, $64,736 70-70-70-69-279 -1 

Roberto Castro, $64,736 67-70-69-73-279 -1 
Ernie Els, $64,736 66-73-71-69-279 -1 

Brian Gay, $64,736 71-70-70-68-279 -1 

Talor Gooch, $64,736 71-68-72-68-279 -1 

C. Hadley, $64,736 68-70-73-68-279 -1 

Russell Henley, $64,736 69-72-70-68-279 -1 
Max Homa, $64,736 69-71-70-69-279 -1 

Brian Stuard, $64,736 69-70-72-68-279 -1 

Matt Wallace, $64,736 71-68-72-68-279 -1 
Kramer HIckok, $41,310 69-72-66-73 -280 E 
P. Rodgers, $41,310 68-71-72-69-280 E 

Adam Schenk, $41,310 67-71-68-74-280 E 
Roger Sloan, $41,310 71-71-66-72 -280 E 

Nick Taylor, $41,310 72-66-70-72 -280 E 

Justin Thomas, $41,310 68-74-67-71-280 E 

Women’s World Championship 

Sunday 

At Sentosa GC (Tanjong Course) 
Singapore 
Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,718; Par: 72 
Final 

S. Hyun Park, $225,000 69-71-69-64-273 -15 

Minjee Lee, $143,696 68-71-67-69-275 -13 

Jin Young Ko, $92,440 69-73-66-69-277 -11 

Azahara Munoz, $92,440 71-68-69-69-277 -11 
Hyo Joo Kim, $59,005 70-71-67-70-278 -10 

Amy Olson, $59,005 68-69-71-70-278 -10 

Eun-HeeJI, $44,450 71-71-67-70-279 -9 

J.E. Shadoff, $36,977 69-70-68-73-280 -8 

A. Jutanugarn, $36,977 68-71-66-75-280 -8 

Nelly Korda, $31,862 74-70-69-69-282 -6 

Jeongeun Lee6, $27,613 70-74-73-66-283 -5 

B. Altomare, $27,613 74-71-68-70-283 -5 

Lydia Ko, $27,613 72-70-69-72 -283 -5 

Inbee Park, $24,231 70-69-72-73-284 -4 

In Gee Chun, $21,084 70-71-75-69-285 -3 

Mi Hyang Lee, $21,084 74-73-67-71-285 -3 

B. M. Henderson, $21,08475-71-67-72 -285 -3 

C. Ciganda, $21,084 69-71-72-73-285 -3 

T. Suwannapura, $17,780 74-76-67-69-286 -2 

C. Masson, $17,780 73-71-71-71-286 -2 

Jeong Eun Lee, $17,780 74-70-70-72 -286 -2 
Nasa Hataoka, $17,780 69-72-73-72 -286 -2 
Bronte Law, $15,604 73-74-68-72 -287 -1 

C. Boutier, $15,604 68-75-72-72 -287 -1 

M. Jutanugarn, $15,604 69-71-72-75-287 -1 
Lexi Thompson, $13,138 72-74-75-67-288 E 
P. Phatium, $13,138 74-74-72-68-288 E 

A. Nordqvist, $13,138 76-69-73-70-288 E 

Gaby Lopez, $13,138 72-75-70-71-288 E 

So Yeon Ryu, $13,138 75-74-67-72 -288 E 

Shanshan Feng, $13,138 69-76-68-75-288 E 
Yu Liu, $11,171 68-78-71-72 -289 -H 

Cristie Kerr, $11,171 72-71-70-76-289 +1 

Lizette Salas, $10,070 77-72-68-73 -290 +2 

Angel Yin, $10,070 75-71-71-73 -290 +2 

Georgia Hall, $10,070 73-71-73-73-290 +2 

J. Concolino, $9,087 73-72-73-73-291 ■^3 

Chella Choi, $9,087 76-71-70-74-291 ■^3 

Austin Ernst, $8,339 73-73-75-71-292 ■f4 

P. Lindberg, $8,339 72-75-73-72 -292 ■k4 

Annie Park, $7,867 73-72-74-74-293 +5 

Emma Talley, $7,553 70-73-75-76-294 +6 

Wei-Ling Hsu, $7,080 71-80-72-72 -295 +7 

S. Jane Smith, $7,08- — ’ 


76-69-72-78-295 +7 
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AUTO RACING _ 

Logano holds off teammate for Vegas win 



John Locher/AP 

Joey Logano makes a pit stop during Sunday’s NASCAR Cup Series race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway in Las Vegas. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Joey Logano 
and Brad Keselowski were side 
by side off the fourth turn, two 
teammates fighting for the last 
burst of speed on the final lap at 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway. 

Logano barely managed to 
block Keselowski’s move, and the 
defending NASCAR Cup Series 
champion hung on for his first 
win in his title defense season. 

“That was more intense than I 
wanted it to be,” Logano said. 

Logano held off Keselowski on 
Sunday for his first Cup victory in 
Vegas, driving his Team Penske 
Ford to his 22nd career win. 

“There’s been plenty of times 
here when we’ve led a lot of laps 
here, but we’ve never won, and 
that’s the most important stat to 
have,” Logano said. “Something 
happens at the end, and Brad be¬ 
comes the fastest car and he wins. 
I looked in the mirror, and I was 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, this is happen¬ 
ing again.’” 

But after narrowly answer¬ 
ing Keselowski’s last-lap passing 
attempt, Logano celebrated his 
victory in NASCAR’s first race 
under its full new rules package 
designed to foster tight racing 
and excitement. 

“What a great race,” Logano 
said. “Brad and I were so evenly 
matched, and you just can’t pull 
away (under the new rules). My 
heart is still running.” 

Excitement is exactly what 
NASCAR got on the final lap, al¬ 
though the quality of the 266 laps 
before that sharply divided driv¬ 
ers and observers — no surprise 
in a sport that rarely agrees on 
much of anything. 

The Vegas race featured no 
cautions, which meant the thrill¬ 
ing restarts expected under the 
new rules were limited to a couple 
of wild laps after the two segment 
breaks. 

“There towards the end, the 
way this drafting package, these 
rules work, it was intense,” Lo¬ 
gano said. “You can’t get away. 
You’re constantly looking around. 
Mentally, I’m exhausted right 
now. ... It proves you don’t need 
crashes to have an exciting race. 
There’s so much strategy that 
goes into driving these race cars 


now. I thought it was as entertain¬ 
ing as can be. I don’t really know 
what to say if you don’t like that.” 

Keselowski drove up from 19th 
to take the lead with 27 laps left, 
but his hopes for back-to-back vic¬ 
tories were dashed when Logano 
passed him while getting held up 
by lapped traffic. 

“I’d like to have one more lap,” 
said Keselowski, who won the 
playoff race in Vegas last Sep¬ 
tember. “It was a good battle, and 
we were both fighting really hard 
at the top. It seemed like it came 
down to what the lapped cars 
were going to do.” 

Kyle Busch finished third, un¬ 
able to recover from a mid-race 
speeding penalty in the home¬ 
town driver’s quest for the third 
three-race weekend sweep in 
NASCAR history. As you might 
expect, Busch wasn’t a fan of the 
new rules’ effects on his racing. 

“The cars don’t have any 


speed,” Busch said. “You’re wide 
open just trying to catch a draft. 
You couldn’t maneuver. You’re 
always trying to figure out which 
way to go.” 

Pole-sitter Kevin Harvick was 
fourth, and Kurt Busch finished 
fifth for the Las Vegas native’s 
first top-five finish at his home 
track since 2005. Fords took five 
of the top seven spots. 

Here are more things to know 
from the race in Sin City: 

Busch blame 

Kyle Busch won the Trucks 
race Friday and the Xfinity event 
Saturday, giving him 197 victo¬ 
ries in all three series. But he has 
won only one Cup race in Vegas, 
and he owned his mistake when 
he failed to complete the triple. 

“If we didn’t have the speed¬ 
ing penalty on pit road, we would 
have won this race,” Busch said. 


“The driver threw it away.” 

Penske surging 

Roger Penske’s team has won 
two of the first three races, and 
the 82-year-old owner is encour¬ 
aged by the early results from the 
new package, and not just because 
Logano won. 

“To me it shows that you can be 
the leader, but also you can be be¬ 
hind and catch up,” Penske said. 
“I’m maybe biased, but so far, so 
good.” 

Penske also wasn’t worried 
when his two drivers were inches 
apart on that final lap: “We’ve re¬ 
ally told them to take care of each 
other, and the last 10 laps, the best 
man wins. I’ve seen it all over the 
years with teammates racing 
each other. On the one side, you 
worry a little bit, but on the other 
side, boy, isn’t that great?” 


Who’S hot 

Logano moved into the overall 
series points lead, jumping two 
points ahead of Kevin Harvick. 
Logano, who finished fourth at 
Daytona, had never won a Cup 
race at Vegas in 11 tries during 
his first 10 full-time seasons, al¬ 
though he won an Xfinity Series 
race at the track in 2017. 

Who’s not 

Seven-time series champion 
Jimmie Johnson finished 19th, 
and he sits 18th in the overall 
points. That’s last among the four 
drivers from Hendrick Motor- 
sports, which isn’t off to a dyna¬ 
mite start. 

Up next 

At ISM Raceway in Phoenix on 
March 10. 
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NHL 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin skates in against Rangers goaltender Alexander Georgiev during a 
shootout on Sunday. The referees ruled that Georgiev threw his stick and awarded Ovechkin the goal. 

Roundup 


Ovechkin's shootout 'goal' 
sends Caps past Rangers 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Alex Ovechkin is so good he 
scored Sunday’s winning shootout goal without put¬ 
ting the puck in the net. 

Ovechkin finished Washington’s fourth straight 
victory with one unusual play, and Braden Holtby 
made 22 saves in the Capitals’ 3-2 victory over the 
New York Rangers. 

The 33-year-old Ovechkin was skating to his right 
in the fourth round of the tiebreaker when Rangers 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev threw his stick at the 
puck, knocking it away from the star winger. Ovech¬ 
kin was credited with the goal after a review. 

“I know 100 percent it’s a goal,” Ovechkin said. “I 
was surprised of the first reaction of the referees. It 
was nice we have replay.” 

Carl Hagelin and Andre Burakovsky scored in 
the first period for Washington, which moved two 
points ahead of the Islanders for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. The Islanders lost at home to 
Philadelphia later Sunday. 

Holtby said he knew it was over right after Ovech¬ 
kin’s play in the shootout. 

“Once it happened, I thought it was going to be 
a goal,” he said. “Right away, I thought they’d call 
it instantly. I’m not sure what the delay was. It’s a 
rule, he would have had a wide-open net if he didn’t 
do that. They made the right call and we came out 
with a big win.” 

The Rangers lost their fourth in a row, including 
all three on their homestand. 

Georgiev made 37 saves, including 20 in the sec¬ 
ond period. He stopped Ovechkin on a breakaway 
in overtime. 

“It’s tough to explain,” Georgiev said of the shoot¬ 
out winner. “He faked the shot, I went down. As he 
was moving laterally, I kind of threw my leg and the 
stick at the same time. It’s a tough call. 

“That’s the referee’s call to see what happened. I 
feel like I had my pad on the ice at the moment he 
was about to shoot, so it’s not like the empty net was 
there. Tough call.” 

Flyers 4, Islanders 1: Brian Elliott stopped 29 
shots and visiting Philadelphia knocked New York 
out of first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Travis Konecny, Travis Sanheim, Scott Laughton 
and Sean Couturier scored for Philadelphia. The 
Flyers are 4-0-1 in their past five games and moved 
within five points of the final wild card in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 


Sharks 5, Blackhawks 2: Joe Thornton set up 
Marcus Sorensen for a tiebreaking goal early in the 
third period and Melker Karlsson tacked on two in¬ 
surance goals that sent host San Jose past Chicago. 

Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier also scored to help 
the Sharks move within three points of Calgary for 
first place in the Pacific Division. The Flames have 
a game in hand. 

Chicago’s Patrick Kane failed to record a point 
in back-to-back games for just the second time this 
season for the Blackhawks, who trail Western Con¬ 
ference wild-card leaders Dallas and Minnesota by 
eight points. Cam Ward made 29 saves. 

Golden Knights 3, Canucks 0: Marc-Andre Fleu- 
ry stopped 19 shots and earned his second straight 
3-0 shutout for host Vegas. 

Max Pacioretty, Ryan Carpenter and Reilly Smith 
scored for the Golden Knights, who won their fourth 
straight. 

Ducks 2 , Avalanche 1: Jakob Silfverberg had a 
goal and an assist and host Anaheim snapped a five- 
game losing streak. 

Silfverberg, who signed a $26.5 million, five-year 
extension Saturday, leads the team in goals with 17 
and became the ninth player to score 100 goals with 
Anaheim. 

Senators 3, Panthers 2: Rudolfs Balcers scored 
the tiebreaking goal in the second period and visit¬ 
ing Ottawa snapped a seven-game losing streak. 

Florida has lost four straight. 

Jets 5, Blue Jackets 2: Blake Wheeler scored 
three of his four goals in the third period and Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck had 40 saves as visiting Winnipeg 
won its second straight. 

Wheeler’s goal with 2:13 left off Patrik Laine’s 
feed sealed the game, and he added an empty-netter 
with 34 seconds left for the Jets, who stayed in first 
place in the Central Division despite being outshot 
by Columbus 42-26. 

The Blue Jackets lost their second straight and 
stayed below the wild-card line in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Predators 3, Wild 2 (SO): Ryan Johansen scored 
in the fourth round of the shootout as visiting Nash¬ 
ville stopped Minnesota’s winning streak at five 
games. 

Filip Forsberg and Nick Bonino scored for the 
Predators, who are 5-6-1 in their past 12 games. 

Eric Fehr and Jason Zucker scored for the Wild, 
who still moved into a tie with Dallas for the first 
wild-card spot in the Western Conference. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 66 50 12 4 104 258 174 

Boston 65 39 17 9 87 194 161 

Toronto 65 40 21 4 84 233 186 

Montreal 66 35 24 7 77 201 193 

Buffalo 65 30 27 8 68 187 207 

Florida 65 28 26 11 67 207 224 

Detroit 65 23 33 9 55 179 223 

Ottawa 66 23 38 5 51 195 246 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 66 38 21 7 83 226 208 

N.Y. Islanders 65 37 21 7 81 187 157 

Carolina 65 36 23 6 78 196 176 

Pittsburgh 65 34 22 9 77 226 202 

Coiumbus 65 36 26 3 75 203 197 

Phiiadeiphia 66 32 26 8 72 201 219 

N.Y. Rangers 65 27 27 11 65 190 218 

New Jersey 66 25 33 8 58 188 223 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 65 39 22 4 82 222 193 

Nashviiie 68 38 25 5 81 202 180 

St. Louis 65 34 25 6 74 187 181 

Daiias 65 33 27 5 71 166 170 

Minnesota 66 32 27 7 71 182 191 

Coiorado 66 28 26 12 68 216 208 

Chicago 66 27 30 9 63 220 250 

Pacific Division 

Caigary 65 41 17 7 89 232 186 

San Jose 66 39 19 8 86 238 206 

Vegas 67 36 26 5 77 201 187 

Arizona 65 32 28 5 69 176 183 

Edmonton 65 28 30 7 63 183 213 

Vancouver 66 27 30 9 63 180 206 

Anaheim 66 25 32 9 59 144 203 

LosAngeies 65 24 33 8 56 158 207 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Edmonton 4, Columbus 0 
Los Angeles 6, Chicago 3 
Pittsburgh 5, Montreai 1 
Boston 1, New Jersey 0 
Tampa Bay 5, Ottawa 1 
Carolina 4, Fiorida 3, OT 
Toronto 5, Buffaio 2 
Daiias 4, St. Louis 1 
Arizona 3, Detroit 1 
Minnesota 4, Calgary 2 

Sunday’s games 
Washington 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO 
Phiiadeiphia 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Vegas 3, Vancouver 0 
Anaheim 2, Colorado 1 
Ottawa 3, Florida 2 
Winnipeg 5, Coiumbus 2 
Nashviiie 3, Minnesota 2, SO 
San Jose 5, Chicago 2 

Monday’s games 
Edmonton at Buffalo 
Toronto at Calgary 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Florida at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Boston 

Ottawa vs. N.Y. Isianders at Nassau 
Veterans Memoriai Coiiseum 
Winnipeg at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Nashviiie 
N.Y. Rangers at Daiias 
Anaheim at Arizona 
Detroit at Coiorado 
Montreal at Los Angeles 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Phiiadeiphia 
Toronto at Vancouver 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Caigary at Vegas 


Flyers 4, Islanders 1 

Philadelphia 2 2 0-4 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 1-1 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Konecny 
21 (Hagg, Gudas), 8:21. 2, Philadelphia, 
Sanheim 9 (Giroux), 14:59. 

Second Period— 3, Phiiadeiphia, 
Laughton 9 (RaffI), 3:18. 4, Phiiadeiphia, 
Couturier 27 (Giroux, Lindblom), 15:14. 

Third Period— 5, N.Y. Isianders, Pelech 
4 (Ladd, Baiiey), 15:15. 

Shots on Goai— Phiiadeiphia 10-11- 
5-26. N.Y. Islanders 11-13-6-30. 

Power-piay opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 1; N.Y. Isianders 0 of 2. 

Goaiies-Phiiadeiphia, Eliiott 9-7-1 (30 
shots-29 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 17- 
10-2 (13-12), Lehner 20-11-5 (13-10). 
A-13,917 (13,917). T-2:30. 

Ducks 2 , Avalanche 1 

Colorado 0 0 1-1 

Anaheim 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Siifverberg 
17 (Guhie), 3:17. 

Second Period— 2, Anaheim, Fowier 4 
(Rakeil, Siifverberg), 10:26 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Colorado, Brassard 12 
(Soderberg, Compher), 4:17 (pp). 

Shots on Goai— Colorado 6-10-10—26. 
Anaheim 10-9-4—23. 

Power-piay opportunities— Colorado 
1 of 4; Anaheim 1 of 3. 

Goaiies— Coiorado, Grubauer 10-8-3 
(23 shots-21 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 18- 
20-8 (26-25). 

A-16,690 (17,174). T-2:31. 

Senators 3, Panthers 2 

Ottawa 1 2 0-3 

Florida 2 0 0-2 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Smith 7 
(Pageau, Paajarvi), 5:10. 2, Florida, Bar¬ 
kov 28 (Yandle, Pysyk), 9:02. 3, Florida, 
Brouwer 9 (Sheahan), 15:36. 

Second Period— 4, Ottawa, Gibbons 3 
(Ceci, White), 5:06. 5, Ottawa, Baicers 4 
(Woianin, DeMeio), 17:25 (pp). 

Shots on Goai— Ottawa 11-14-8—33. 
Fiorida 13-10-9-32. 

Power-piay opportunities— Ottawa 1 
of 3; Florida Oof 2. 

Goaiies— Ottawa, Nilsson 11-16-1 (32 
shots-30 saves). Florida, Luongo 14-14-3 
(33-30). 

A-11,752 (19,250). T-2:28. 

Jets 5, Blue Jackets 2 

Winnipeg 1 1 3-5 

Columbus 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Niku 1 

(Chiarot, Perreauit), 2:21. 2, Coiumbus, 
Foligno 16 (Panarin, Atkinson), 11:22 

(pp). 

Second Period— 3, Winnipeg, Wheeler 
14 (Scheifele, Kulikov), 0:35.4, Coiumbus, 
Jones 9 (Werenski, Panarin), 17:31. 

Third Period— 5, Winnipeg, Wheeier 15 
(Beauiieu, Scheifeie), 7:44. 6, Winnipeg, 
Wheeler 16 (Laine, Beaulieu), 17:47. 7, 
Winnipeg, Wheeler 17 (Copp, Scheifele), 
19:26. 

Shots on Goai— Winnipeg 10-8-8—26. 
Columbus 13-13-16-42. 

Power-piay opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 3; Columbus 1 of 4. 

Goaiies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 28- 
18-2 (42 shots-40 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 27-21-1 (25-21). 

A-16,091 (18,500). T-2:29. 


Sunday 

Capitals 3, Rangers 2 (SO) 

Washington 2 0 0 0-3 

N.Y. Rangers 110 0-2 

Washington won shootout 3-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Strome 
11 (Kreider), 0:45. 2, Washington, Hageiin 
3 (Orpik, Elier), 2:03.3, Washington, Bura¬ 
kovsky 9 (Boyd, Dowd), 10:02. 

Second Period— 4, N.Y. Rangers, Buch- 
nevich 13 (DeAngelo, Chytil), 14:20. 

Shootout— Washington 3 (Oshie G, 
Kuznetsov NG, Backstrom G, Ovechkin 
G), N.Y. Rangers 2 (Shattenkirk G, Zibane- 
j'ad NG, DeAngeio G, Chytii NG). 

Shots on Goai— Washington 9-20-8- 
2-39. N.Y. Rangers 11-7-4-2-24. 

Power-piay opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 4; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Washington, Hoitby 24-16-4 
(24 shots-22 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Geor¬ 
giev 10-10-2 (39-37). 

A-17,517 (18,006). T-2:42. 


Predators 3, Wild 2 (SO) 

Nashville 10 10-3 

Minnesota 0 2 0 0-2 

Nashville won shootout 2-1 
First Period— 1, Nashville, Bonino 15 
(Grimaldi, Simmonds), 5:21. 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Fehr 
6, 16:35. 3, Minnesota, Zucker 17 (Staal, 
Suter), 19:22. 

Third Period— 4, Nashville, Forsberg 
22 (Josi, Turris), 15:41. 

Shootout-Nashville 2 (Turris NG, Ellis 
G, Forsberg NG, Johansen G), Minnesota 

1 (Donato NG, Fiala NG, Parise G, Zucker 
NG). 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 8-18-14-3- 
43. Minnesota 9-14-3—26. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
0 of 2; Minnesota 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 15-8-2 (26 
shots-24 saves). Minnesota, Stalock 6-6- 

2 (43-41). 

A-18,885 (18,064). T-2:34. 


Sharks 5, Blackhawks 2 

Chicago 1 1 0-2 

San Jose 1 1 3-5 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Hertl 29 
(Heed), 12:16. 2, Chicago, Strome 17 
(Seabrook, DeBrincat), 19:32. 

Second Period— 3, San Jose, Meier 23 
(Heed, Donskoi), 1:38. 4, Chicago, Gus- 
tafsson 13 (Toews, Keith), 6:40. 

Third Period— 5, San Jose, Sorensen 
14 (Donskoi, Thornton), 4:27. 6, San Jose, 
Karlsson 10 (Burns, Haley), 8:16. 7, San 
Jose, Karlsson 11 (Haley, Goodrow), 17:38. 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 11-12-7—30. 
San Jose 7-14-13-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 3; San Jose 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Chicago, Ward 14-11-4 (33 
shots-29 saves). San Jose, Jones 31-13-5 
(30-28). 

A-17,252 (17,562). T-2:16. 

Golden Knights 3, Canucks 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Vegas 0 3 0-3 

Second Period— 1, Vegas, Pacioretty 
21 (Stastny, Schmidt), 5:42. 2, Vegas, 
Carpenter 5 (Theodore, Bellemare), 8:21. 
3, Vegas, Smith 13 (Karlsson, Marches- 
sault), 18:54. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 6-8-5—19. 
Vegas 16-22-10-48. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
0 of 0; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 23- 
19-8 (48 shots-45 saves). Vegas, Fleury 
32-19-5 (19-19). 

A-18,303 (17,367). T-2:25. 

Calendar 

April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
April 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 
May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 15 — Last possible day for Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Toronto 46 18 .719 

Philadelphia 40 23 .635 

Boston 38 26 .594 

Brooklyn 32 33 .492 

New York 

Orlando 

Charlotte __ _. _ 

Miami 28 34 .452 

Washington 26 37 .413 

Atlanta 22 42 .344 

Centrai Division 

x-Milwaukee 48 15 .762 

Indiana 41 23 .641 

Detroit 31 31 .500 16'/2 

Chicago 18 46 .281 30'/2 

Cleveland " " . 


16 48 .250 32'/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 38 25 .603 - 

San Antonio 
New Orleans 

Memphis . _ 

Northwest Division 

Denver 42 20 .677 

Oklahoma City 39 24 .619 


35 29 .547 3'/2 

29 36 .446 10 

27 35 .435 10'/2 


3'/2 


Portland 

Utah jb xb .sai b 

Minnesota 29 34 .460 13'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 44 19 .698 - 

LA. Clippers 36 29 .554 9 

Sacramento 31 31 .500 12'/2 

L.A. Lakers 30 33 .476 14 

Phoenix 13 51 .203 31'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Saturday’s games 
Detroit 129, Cleveland 93 
Orlando 117, Indiana 112 
Miami 117, Brooklyn 88 
Golden State 120, Philadelphia 117 
Memphis 111, Dallas 81 
San Antonio 116, Oklahoma City 102 
New Orleans 120, Denver 112 
Phoenix 118, L.A. Lakers 109 
Utah 115, Milwaukee 111 
Sunday’s games 
Portland 118, Charlotte 108 
Atlanta 123, Chicago 118 
Houston 115, Boston 104 
L.A. Clippers 128, New York 107 
Cleveland 107, Orlando 93 
Detroit 112, Toronto 107, OT 
Washington 135, Minnesota 121 
Oklahoma City 99, Memphis 95 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Miami 
Dallas at Brooklyn 
Denver at San Antonio 
Milwaukee at Phoenix 
New Orleans at Utah 
New York at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Indiana 
Orlando at Philadelphia 
Houston at Toronto 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota 
Portland at Memphis 
Boston at Golden State 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Washington 
Miami at Charlotte 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Cleveland at Brooklyn 
San Antonio at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Utah at New Orleans 
New York at Phoenix 
Boston at Sacramento 
Denver at L.A. Lakers 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Clippers guard Landry Shamet 
shoots a three-pointer on 
Sunday in Los Angeles. Shamet 
set a franchise rookie record for 
threes in a single game in the 
Clippers' 128-107 win. 


Sunday 

Wizards 135, T-wolves 121 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 6-12 2-4 14, 
Saric 5-9 2-5 13, Towns 12-18 2-2 28, 
Teague 4-9 2-2 10, Okogie 1-3 0-0 2, Bates- 
Diop 4-7 0-1 8, Gibson 6-8 2-2 14, Tolliver 

2- 7 1-1 6, Dieng 1-2 0-0 2, Jones 2-5 0-0 4, 
Rose 8-17 2-2 18, Reynolds 1-2 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 52-99 13-19 121. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 5-10 3-5 16, 
Green 5-8 3-5 13, Portis 10-18 3-4 26, 
Satoransky 6-8 2-2 14, Beal 7-19 6-7 22, 
Brown Jr. 1-5 0-0 2, Johnson 0-3 0-0 0, 
Parker 9-13 3-3 22, Dekker 3-4 4-4 11, Bry¬ 
ant 3-7 2-2 9, Randle 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 49-98 
26-32 135. 

Minnesota 36 28 23 34-121 

Washington 40 22 35 38-135 

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 4-27 
(Towns 2-6, Saric 1-3, Tolliver 1-5, Gibson 
0-1, Dieng 0-1, Reynolds 0-1, Okogie 0-1, 
Rose 0-1, Wiggins 0-2, Jones 0-2, Teague 0- 
2, Bates-DiopO-2), Washington 11-33 (Ariza 

3- 6, Portis 3-6, Beal 2-7, Dekker 1-1, Parker 

1-3, Bryant 1-3, Satoransky 0-1, Green 0-1, 
Johnson 0-2, Randle 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Minnesota 46 (Gibson, 


n 30 (Beal 8). Total Fouls-Minnesota24, 
Washington 19. Technicals—Washington 
coach Wizards (Defensive three second). 
A-17,869 (20,356). 

Pistons 112, Raptors 107 

TORONTO - Green 2-6 0-0 6, Siakam 
10-20 0-2 21, Gasol 2-10 8-8 13, Lowry 11- 
24 7-9 35, Lin 0-8 1-2 1, Powell 4-9 1-1 11, 
Anunoby 5-10 2-2 13, Ibaka 2-7 0-0 5, Mc- 
Caw 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 37-96 19-24 107. 

DETROIT - Brown 1-2 0-0 2, Griffin 9-21 
7-10 27, Drummond 5-10 5-8 15, Jackson 8- 
14 0-119, Ellington 3-63-5 11, Maker 2-6 2-2 
6, Pachulia 0-4 0-0 0, Smith 4-6 1-1 9, Gal¬ 
loway 0-4 0-0 0, Robinson III 2-3 0-0 4, Ken- 
nard 6-10 2-2 19. Totals 40-86 20-29 112. 

Toronto 19 26 33 22 7-107 

Detroit 24 24 25 27 12-112 

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 14-39 

(Lowry 6-14, Powell 2-4, Green 2-4, Ibaka 

1- 1, Gasol 1-2, Siakam 1-4, Anunoby 1-4, 
McCaw 0-1, Lin 0-5), Detroit 12-33 (Ken- 
nard 5-9, Jackson 3-5, Ellington 2-4, Griffin 

2- 8, Drummond 0-1, Maker 0-2, Galloway 
0-4). Fouled Out—Gasol. Rebounds—To¬ 
ronto 50 (Ibaka 11), Detroit 46 (Drum¬ 
mond 17). Assists—Toronto 22 (Siakam, 
Lowry, Gasol 5), Detroit 25 (Smith 8). 
Total Fouls—Toronto 28, Detroit 24. Tech¬ 
nicals—Siakam, Green, Pachulia 2. Eject- 
ed-Pachulia. A-19,161 (20,491). 

Rockets 115, Celtics 104 

HOUSTON - Gordon 11-18 2-6 32, Tuck¬ 
er 3-6 0-0 9, Capela 3-4 2-4 8, Paul 4-10 4-5 
15, Harden 14-31 8-9 42, Clark 0-1 0-0 0, 
Nene 1-1 1-3 3, Green 0-3 0-0 0, Rivers 2-6 

1-2 6. Totals 38-80 18-29 115. 

BOSTON - Tatum 5-15 1-2 12, Morris 0-3 
0-2 0, Horford 7-8 4-4 19, Irving 7-11 7-8 24, 
Smart 4-8 7-7 18, Hayward 3-7 0-0 6, Brown 
7-13 1-1 15, Theis 1-1 0-0 2, Baynes 1-4 2-2 
4, Rozier 2-7 0-3 4. Totals 37-77 22-29 104. 

Houston 33 32 35 15-115 

Boston 23 20 35 26-104 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 21-51 
(Gordon 8-12, Harden 6-18, Tucker 3-5, 
Paul 3-8, Rivers 1-5, Clark 0-1, Green 0-2), 
Boston 8-28 (Irving 3-5, Smart 3-6, Hor¬ 
ford 1-2, Tatum 1-4, Hayward 0-1, Baynes 
0-1, Morris 0-2, Rozier 0-3, Brown 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Harden. Rebounds—Hous¬ 
ton 42 (Capela 9), Boston 44 (Irving 9). 
Assists—Houston 22 (Paul 12), Boston 
23 (Smart, Irving 6). Total Fouls—Hous¬ 
ton 23, Boston 23. Technicals—Morris. 
A-18,624 (18,624). 


Cavaliers 107, Magic 93 

ORLANDO - Isaac 3-8 1-2 7, Gordon 7- 
16 0-0 15, Vucevic 13-16 2-2 28, Augustin 
6-12 5-5 19, Fournier 4-13 0-0 11, Iwundu 

2- 3 0-0 4, Birch 1-2 1-2 3, Briscoe 2-6 0-0 4, 
Ross 1-12 0-0 2. Totals 39-88 9-11 93. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 6-13 0-0 14, Love 

3- 11 7-8 16, Nance Jr. 5-9 0-0 11, Sexton 
6-11 4-4 17, Knight 1-5 0-0 2, Chriss 1-4 1-2 
3, Dellavedova 4-9 0-0 11, Clarkson 5-9 5-5 
18, Nwaba 3-7 2-2 8, Stauskas 2-5 2-2 7. 
Totals 36-83 21-23 107. 

Orlando 24 24 24 21- 93 

Cleveland 29 23 15 40-107 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 6-26 

(Fournier 3-7, Augustin 2-5, Gordon 1-5, 
Briscoe 0-1, Isaac 0-2, Ross 0-6), Cleve¬ 
land 14-43 (Clarkson 3-6, Dellavedova 3-6, 
Love 3-8, Osman 2-6, Stauskas 1-2, Nance 
Jr. 1-4, Sexton 1-4, Nwaba 0-2, Chriss 
0-2, Knight 0-3). Fouled Out-None. Re¬ 
bounds—Orlando 41 (Vucevic 13), Cleve¬ 
land 44 (Love 14). Assists—Orlando 23 
(Vucevic 6), Cleveland 20 (Nance Jr. 4). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 17, Cleveland 15. 
Technicals—Augustin. A—19,432 (20,562). 


Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT PTS 

59 639 595 2164 
59 557 347 1689 
52 497 215 1478 
Rebounds 

G OFF DEF TOT 
Drummond, DET 59 299 591 890 
Jordan, NYK 58 189 593 782 

Embiid, PHL 54 134 594 728 

Assists 


Harden, HOU 
George, OKC 
Curry, GOL 


Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
James, LAL 


AVG 

36.7 

28.6 

28.4 


G AST / 

55 593 : 
52 473 
45 363 


Hawks 123, Buiis 118 

ATLANTA - Bazemore 4-10 1-2 10, 
Dedmon 4-9 5-7 13, Len 9-18 5-8 28, Young 
6-9 3-3 18, Huerter 5-9 0-2 12, Bembry 1-8 

1- 2 3, Johnson 4-4 0-0 11, Poythress 2-6 

3-4 9, Carter 1-5 0-0 3, Anderson 1-2 0-0 2, 
Adams 5-9 0-0 14. Totals 42-89 18-28 123. 

CHICAGO — Luwawu-Cabarrot 2-3 0-0 
6, Markkanen 6-21 4-5 19, Lopez 8-10 0- 
0 16, Dunn 6-12 0-0 14, LaVine 3-9 6-7 12, 
Felicio 4-5 2-4 10, Harrison 1-3 0-0 2, Arci- 
diacono 5-9 3-3 13, Blakeney 8-13 0-0 17, 
Selden 4-7 1-2 9. Totals 47-92 16-21 118. 
Atlanta 35 32 29 27-123 

Chicago 32 28 31 27-118 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 21-42 (Len 
5-8, Adams 4-7, Johnson 3-3, Young 3-4, 
Poythress 2-3, Huerter 2-4, Carter 1-3, 
Bazemore 1-4, Anderson 0-1, Dedmon 
0-2, Bembry 0-3), Chicago 8-27 (Mark¬ 
kanen 3-9, Luwawu-Cabarrot 2-3, Dunn 

2- 5, Blakeney 1-2, Harrison 0-1, LaVine 
0-2, Arcidiacono 0-2, Selden 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 46 (Ded¬ 
mon 12), Chicago 42 (Markkanen 9). As¬ 
sists—Atlanta 30 (Bembry 7), Chicago 25 
(Dunn 6). Total Fouls-Atlanta 18, Chi¬ 
cago 20. Technicals—Young 2, Dunn, Chi¬ 
cago coach Pete Myers. Ejected—Young. 
A-20,526 (20,917). 


Thunder 99, Grizzlies 95 

MEMPHIS - Holiday 3-8 0-0 7, Cabocio 

3-6 4-4 11, Valanciunas 6-13 4-4 16, Wright 
6-14 4-4 17, Bradley 11-19 3-3 27, Parsons 
0-1 1-2 1, Miles 3-8 0-0 7, Noah 1-5 0-0 2, 
Carter 1-2 2-2 4, Dorsey 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 
35-79 18-19 95. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Ferguson 1-5 2-2 
4, Grant 3-11 7-8 13, Adams 6-10 1-6 13, 
Westbrook 7-20 4-6 22, Schroder 6-22 4- 
4 17, Nader 4-10 4-4 15, Morris 3-9 0-1 7, 
Noel 2-4 0-0 4, Felton 1-2 2-2 4. Totals 33- 
93 24-33 99. 

Memphis 28 24 23 20-95 

Oklahoma City 25 21 21 32-99 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 7-22 
(Bradley 2-6, Cabocio 1-1, Dorsey 1-2, 
Holiday 1-3, Wright 1-4, Miles 1-4, Parsons 
0-1, Valanciunas 0-1), Oklahoma City 9-30 
(Westbrook 4-13, Nader 3-6, Morris 1-2, 
Schroder 1-4, Grant 0-2, Ferguson 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 
44 (Valanciunas 13), Oklahoma City 53 
(Adams 22). Assists—Memphis 22 (Brad¬ 
ley 7), Oklahoma City 19 (Schroder 6). 
Total Fouls—Memphis 25, Oklahoma City 
19. Technicals—Memphis coach Grizzlies 
(Defensive three second), Noah, West¬ 
brook, Schroder. A-18,203 (18,203). 


Clippers 128, Knicks 107 

NEW YORK - Knox 1-6 4-5 6, Thomas 
0-3 0-0 0, Vonleh 6-8 4-5 17, Smith Jr. 3-11 

2- 4 8, Dotson 5-14 3-4 17, Kornet 1-6 3-3 6, 
Ellenson 1-5 3-4 5, M.Robinson 7-8 2-2 16, 
Mudiay 6-15 2-2 16, Trier 5-7 3-4 16, Jen¬ 
kins 0-5 0-1 0. Totals 35-88 26-34 107. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Shamet 7-12 0-0 21, 
Gallinari 8-15 1-1 20, Zubac 3-9 1-2 7, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 6-9 1-1 15, Beverley 1-3 
0-0 3, Harrell 9-15 0-2 18, Green 6-11 1-1 
16, Motley 1-2 1-1 3, J.Robinson 0-2 0-0 0, 
Williams 4-14 8-9 18, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0, 
Wallace 2-5 0-0 5, Temple 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
48-98 13-17 128. 

New York 20 26 32 29-107 

L.A. Clippers 38 44 19 27-128 

Three-Point Goals—New York 11-29 
(Dotson 4-8, Trier 3-3, Mudiay 2-4, Von¬ 
leh 1-2, Kornet 1-4, Knox 0-1, Jenkins 0-2, 
Ellenson 0-2, Smith Jr. 0-3), L.A. Clippers 
19-35 (Shamet 7-11, Green 3-4, Gallinari 

3- 6, Gilgeous-Alexander 2-3, Williams 2- 
6, Wallace 1-1, Beverley 1-2, J.Robinson 
0-1, Harrell 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New York 46 (M.Robinson 13), 
L.A. Clippers 53 (Zubac 11). Assists—New 
York 23 (Smith Jr. 6), L.A. Clippers 33 
(Williams 6). Total Fouls-New York 19, 
L.A. Clippers 28. Technicals—Harrell. 
A-19,068 (18,997). 


Trail Blazers 118, Hornets 108 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-8 0-0 6, Aminu 
6-9 1-1 14, Nurkic 8-13 10-11 26, Lillard 9- 

20 1-1 23, McCollum 2-13 0-0 6, Layman 

1- 4 0-0 2, Collins 0-2 0-0 0, Kanter 2-8 2-2 
6, Curry 3-5 1-2 8, Hood 9-14 6-6 27. Totals 
43-96 21-23 118. 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 4-7 0-0 10, Wil¬ 
liams 2-6 1-1 6, Zeller 4-10 1-2 9, Walker 5- 

21 6-6 18, Batum 2-7 2-2 8, Kaminsky 5-10 
6-7 18, Biyombo 1-1 0-0 2, Parker 5-8 3-4 
14, Lamb 9-13 1-1 23. Totals 37-83 20-23 
108. 

Portland 32 24 25 37-118 

Charlotte 25 25 30 28-108 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 11-32 
(Lillard 4-10, Hood 3-6, McCollum 2-4, 
Curry 1-2, Aminu 1-3, Harkless 0-1, Lay¬ 
man 0-2, Collins 0-2, Kanter 0-2), Char¬ 
lotte 14-33 (Lamb 4-4, Bridges 2-4, Batum 

2- 5, Kaminsky 2-6, Walker 2-9, Parker 1- 
2, Williams 1-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 48 (Nurkic 15), Char¬ 
lotte 35 (Biyombo 9). Assists—Portland 
26 (Nurkic, McCollum 6), Charlotte 25 
(Walker 12). Total Fouls—Portland 23, 
Charlotte 21. Technicals—Walker. A— 
18,355 (19,077). 


Calendar 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
May 30 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 16 — NBA Finals latest possible 
ite. 

June 20 — NBA Draft. 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Houston’s James Harden prepares to shoot a three as the Celtics’ 
Jayson Tatum defends during the second half of Sunday’s game in 
Boston. The Rockets won 115-104. 

Roundup 


Harden, Rockets top 
struggling Celtics 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — James Harden had 
42 points before fouling out late in 
the fourth quarter and the Hous¬ 
ton Rockets held on to beat the 
Boston Celtics 115-104 on Sunday 
for their fifth straight victory. 

Harden made six three-point¬ 
ers and scored 40 or more points 
for the 24th time this season. 
Houston entered the day in fifth 
place in the Western Confer¬ 
ence standings, a game behind of 
fourth-place Oklahoma City. 

Eric Gordon added 32 points 
and had eight three-pointers. 

Boston has lost five of last six. 
Kyrie Irving led the Celtics with 
24 points, nine rebounds and six 
assists. A1 Horford finished with 
19 points. 

Pistons 112, Raptors 107 
(OT): Blake Griffin scored 14 of his 
27 points in the first quarter and 
host Detroit outlasted Toronto. 

Detroit took advantage of To¬ 
ronto resting star forward Kawhi 
Leonard less than 48 hours after 
he made the go-ahead shot in the 
closing seconds in a victory over 
Portland. 

Thunder 99, Grizzlies 95: 

Russell Westbrook scored 12 of 
his 22 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter and Oklahoma City overcame 
a 13-point deficit in the final 
seven minutes to beat visiting 
Memphis. 

Dennis Schroder added 17 
points and a career-high 11 re¬ 
bounds, and Steven Adams had 
13 points and 22 rebounds to help 
the Thunder snap a four-game 
losing streak. 


Hawks 123, Bulls 118: Alex 
Len scored a season-high 28 
points and Atlanta beat host Chi¬ 
cago, two days after the Bulls 
outlasted the Hawks 168-161 in 
quadruple overtime in Atlanta 

Trae Young scored 18 before 
getting ejected early in the third 
quarter for taunting Chicago’s 
Kris Dunn for his second techni¬ 
cal foul. 

Clippers 128, Knicks 107: 

Rookie Landry Shamet scored 
all of his 21 points on three-point¬ 
ers, Danilo Gallinari added 20 
anci Los Angeles sent visiting 
New York to its 50th loss of the 
season. 

Shamet scored 18 points in the 
opening 12 minutes. He tied the 
franchise record for threes in a 
quarter (six) and a half (seven), 
and set a franchise rookie recorci 
for threes in a single game. 

Trail Blazers 118, Hornets 
108: Rodney Hood scored 27 
points, Jusuf Nurkic added 26 
points and 15 rebounds and Port¬ 
land beat host Charlotte. 

Damian Lillard had 23 points 
to help the Trail Blazers win for 
the sixth time in seven games. 

Cavaliers 107, Magic 93: Jor¬ 
dan Clarkson scored 18 points, 
Kevin Love had 16 points and 14 
rebounds and Cleveland pulled 
away in the fourth quarter to beat 
visiting Orlando. 

Wizards 135, Timberwolves 
121: Bobby Portis had 26 points 
and 12 rebounds and Bradley Beal 
and Jabari Parker each scored 22 
points to help host Washington 
beat Minnesota. 
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Patrick Semansky/AP 

Michigan forward Ignas Brazdeikis gestures toward Maryiand fans in the finai moments of the game on 
Sunday at College Park, Md. Brazdeikis contributed a game-high 21 points to Michigan’s 69-62 win. 


Roundup 


Michigan stays in Big Ten hunt 

Brazdeikis helps No. 9 Wolverines pull away from No. 17 Maryland 


Associated Press 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Playing with intensity 
and emotion after being cut down to size in defeat, 
Michigan used a strong performance from its re¬ 
lentless starting lineup to remain in the hunt for the 
Big Ten title. 

Ignas Brazdeikis scored 21 points, Jon Teske 
had 11 points and 10 rebounds, and No. 9 Michigan 
pulled away from 17th-ranked Maryland in a 69-62 
victory Sunday. 

The Wolverines (26-4,15-4) clinched a double-bye 
in the conference tournament and still have chance 
to overtake first-place Purdue. Michigan, the de¬ 
fending Big Ten Tournament champion, must win 
its finale at Michigan State and hope the Boilermak¬ 
ers lose at least one of their last two. 

“The regular-season championship is a prize for 
most programs that have any history in this [confer¬ 
ence],” coach John Beilein said. “That’s the prize. 
Michigan, we haven’t won it that many times.” 

After losing at Penn State on Feb. 12 and at home 
against Michigan State a week earlier, the Wolver¬ 
ines found their roots with a big win at Maryland. 

“This was as focused as we’ve been,” Beilein said. 
“We’ve only lost four games, but we’ve had some 
times this year that we really got pruned. And being 
a farm boy, when you get pruned you grow back 
stronger.” 

Michigan trailed 43-41 before Isaiah Livers hit a 
three-pointer, Zavier Simpson popped a jumper and 
Jordan Poole made a layup during a five-minute 
span in which the Terrapins struggled offensively. 

A three-pointer by Brazdeikis made it 51-45, and 
Simpson added a desperation running hook in the 
final seconds of the shot clock for an eight-point lead 
with 4:38 left. 

“We were just super locked in,” Brazdeikis said. 
“We were ready. We did a great job preparing for 
this game.” 

Bruno Fernando had 12 points, 10 rebounds and 
a career-high six blocked shots for Maryland (21-9, 
12-7), which fell to 7-1 at home in Big Ten play. 

Freshman Jalen Smith scored 11 and three oth¬ 
ers chipped in with 10, including leading scorer An¬ 
thony Cowan, who went 4-for-15 from the floor and 
missed his first five attempts from beyond the arc 
before finally connecting with 1:26 remaining. 


“The guys that we count on offensively just didn’t 
play particularly well tonight, but give [the Wolver¬ 
ines] credit. They were great defensively,” coach 
Mark Turgeon said. 

Creighton 66, No. 10 Marquette 60: Martin 
Krampelj scored 19 points and Ty-Shon Alexander 
added 14 to pace the visiting Bluejays past the Gold¬ 
en Eagles. 

Creighton (16-13, 7-9 Big East) outscored Mar¬ 
quette 16-3 down the stretch until a three-pointer 
in the closing seconds by Markus Howard, who fin¬ 
ished with 33 points. 

Marquette (23-6, 12-4) committed 22 turnovers, 
which Creighton turned into 18 points. 

It was only the second home loss for Marquette in 
18 games at the new Fiserv Forum. 

No. 25 Washin^on 62, Stanford 61: Jaylen 
Nowell scored 13 points but missed the front end of a 
1-and-l during a nervous finish for the visiting Hus¬ 
kies, who still held off the Cardinal for a weekend 
split in the Bay Area. 

Stanford star KZ Okpala missed an off-balance 
three-pointer at the buzzer and Washington secured 
the loose ball. 

Noah Dickerson added 12 points for the Huskies 
(23-6,14-2 Pac-12). 

Arizona State 74, Oregon State 71: Luguentz 
Dort had 20 points with four three-pointers as the 
visiting Sun Devils came back in the second half to 
beat the Beavers. 

Zylan Cheatham added 12 points and 10 rebounds, 
while Remy Martin and Rob Edwards scored 13 
points apiece, for Arizona State (20-9,11-6 Pac-12). 

The victory secured the Sun Devils a first round 
bye and the No. 2 seed at the Pac-12 tourney. 

Ethan Thompson had 20 points, 13 rebounds and 
nine assists and Tres Tinkle scored 24 for Oregon 
State (17-11,9-7). 

Louisville 75, Notre Dame 61: Jordan Nwora 
scored 20 points, Malik Williams added 16 and 
matched a career-high with 13 rebounds, and the 
host Cardinals snapped a three-game losing streak. 

Louisville (19-11,10-7 Atlantic Coast Conference) 
outrebounded the Fighting Irish 49-30 and created 
chances resulting in a 46-26 advantage inside and 
48 percent shooting. 

The Cardinals went 2-6 last month, including the 
recent slide that knocked them from the AP Top 25. 


Briefly 

Giants CEO to take 
leave after video 
shows altercation 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — San 
Francisco Giants President and 
CEO Larry Baer was granted a 
leave of absence from the team 
on Monday following the release 
of a video showing him in a phys¬ 
ical altercation with his wife. 

The Giants board of directors 
released a statement that said 
Baer had made a request that was 
accepted to take personal time 
away from the team in response 
to the video released by TMZ last 
week showing the altercation in 
a San Francisco park between 
Baer and his wife, Pam. 

“Mr. Baer has acknowledged 
that his behavior was unaccept¬ 
able, apologized to the organiza¬ 
tion and is committed to taking 
steps to make sure that this never 
happens again,” the statement 
said. 

The Giants executive team, 
including president of base¬ 
ball operations Farhan Zaidi, 
will manage the day-to-day 
operations. 

The video posted by TMZ on 
Friday showed Baer’s wife, Pam, 
seated in a chair when he reached 
over her to grab for a cellphone 
in her right hand and she toppled 
sideways to the ground in the 
chair screaming “Oh my God!” 

Witnesses saw the ordeal in the 
public plaza. Baer, holding the 
phone, says “Stop, Pam, stop,” 
then walks away alone. 

Baer and his wife issued a 
statement Friday, saying they 
regretted having a “heated ar¬ 
gument in public over a family 
matter” and that they were em¬ 
barrassed by the situation. Baer 
issued an apology later. 

“I am truly sorry for the pain 
that I have brought to my wife, 
children and to the organization,” 
Baer said in the statement Friday. 
“It is not reflective of the kind of 
a person that I aspire to be, but it 
happened and I will do whatever 
it takes to make sure that I never 
behave in such an inappropriate 
manner again.” 

The Giants said M^or League 
Baseball is taking the lead in 
gathering facts and the organi¬ 
zation will cooperate with the 
investigation. 

Mitchell wins Honda 
Classic for first title 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — Keith Mitchell made a 15- 
foot birdie putt on the final hole 
Sunday to win The Honda Classic 
for his first PGA Tour victory to 
earn a trip to the Masters. 

Mitchell closed with a 3-under 
67 to finish at 9-under 271 at 
PGA National, one stroke ahead 
of Brooks Koepka and Rickie 
Fowler. 

“I was trying to focus on what 
was going on,” Mitchell said. “My 
mind started wandering there a 


little bit at the end ... and then I 
hit a great putt.” 

Mitchell was one shot behind 
going into the final round, bo¬ 
geyed the opening two holes and 
fell as many as four shots behind 
before slowly getting back into 
the mix, and then pouring it on 
with four birdies on his last seven 
holes. 

All he had to do was hold off 
Koepka, the reigning PGA Tour 
player of the year and three-time 
m^or champion, and the always 
popular Fowler. Koepka finished 
with two birdies on the last three 
holes for a 66, while Fowler made 
three birdies over his last four 
holes, including a 45-foot putt on 
No. 17, for a 67. 

In other golf news: 

■ Sung Hyun Park birdied five 
of her opening seven holes, added 
four birdies on the back nine and 
closed with an 8-under 64 for a 
two-shot victory in the HSBC 
Women’s World Championship. 

■ Mark O’Meara seized con¬ 
trol with five birdies on the front 
nine and closed with a 7-under 66 
for a four-shot victory in the Co- 
loguard Classic, his first victory 
on the PGA Tour Champions in 
more than eight years. 

Sabres’ McCabe likely 
to miss rest of season 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Buffalo Sa¬ 
bres defenseman Jake McCabe is 
expected to miss the remainder 
of the season with what the team 
calls an upper body injury. 

McCabe was hurt in a 5-2 loss 
at Toronto on Saturday. With a lit¬ 
tle over a month left in the season, 
the Sabres on Monday announced 
the timetable for McCabe’s re¬ 
covery is between five and six 
weeks. 

South Korea asked about 
World Cup bid with North 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea says it was approached by 
FIFA about bidding along with 
North Korea for the 2023 Wom¬ 
en’s World Cup. 

FIFA president Gianni Infan¬ 
tine said after a weekend meeting 
of soccer’s lawmakers that he had 
“been hearing” about the neigh¬ 
bors combining to bid. 

South Korea soccer association 
general secretary Hong Myung- 
bo was quoted by the Yonhap 
news agency as saying “FIFA 
first approached us and talked 
about the joint bid.” 

Hong added that “we’ve notified 
our government of this issue.” 

Australia, Colombia, Japan 
and South Africa have already 
expressed interest in bidding for 
the 2023 Women’s World Cup. 
The FIFA Council vote is due in 
March 2020. 
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Making 

Angels’ Pujols strives to 


Astros left fielder Michael Brantley chases down a fly ball by the 
Mets’ Michael Conforto for an out during the third inning of a spring 
training game on Saturday in Port St. Lucie, Fla. 

Brantley adjusting 
to new teammates 


a difference 

have an impact off the field, as well as on 

^At the end of the day, I want God to look 
at me and say, “Well done.” I don’t want 
him to say, “What have you done with the 
gift that I gave you?”f 

Albert Pujols 

LA Angels designated hitter 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — After 
spending his entire career with 
the Cleveland Indians, Michael 
Brantley likened joining the 
Houston Astros to going to a new 
high school. 

Those first day butterflies 
quickly dissipated, and the out¬ 
fielder is fitting in famously with 
his new teammates. He has al¬ 
ready moved into a leadership 
role on this veteran team. 

“One of the best things about 
this locker room is when I came 
in, everybody was willing to help 
and make me feel comfortable 
and talk,” he said. “You come in 
every morning, you look around 
and everybody’s smiling and 
playing cards, and it’s just a great 
atmosphere all-around that they 
created.” 

The free agent outfielder signed 
a $32 million, two-year contract 
with Houston in December after 
spending his first 10 seasons with 
the Indians. 

Manager AJ Hinch has ad¬ 
mired Brantley and is just as im¬ 
pressed after seeing him up close 
for the past couple of weeks. 

“He fits in perfectly,” Hinch 
said. “He could walk in all 30 
clubhouses and immediately gar¬ 
ner the respect that he deserves. 
He’s very professional. He’s very 
consistent.” 

Houston wasn’t lacking in vet¬ 
eran leadership with a team which 
includes Jose Altuve, George 
Springer, Josh Reddick and Yuli 
Gurriel. Brantley has still man¬ 
aged to make a mark. 

“He’s quickly become a very 


important person in our club¬ 
house,” Hinch said. “He’s some¬ 
one I know our position players 
will look up to or will look to when 
it comes to maintaining the bal¬ 
ance that it takes to be a position 
player for us.” 

The career .295 hitter gives the 
Astros an upgrade to an outfield 
anchored by Springer and adds 
a left-handed bat to a predomi¬ 
nantly right-handed lineup. He’s 
enjoyed camp so far and used it 
as a chance to bond with his new 
teammates on and off the field. 

“The whole goal of spring train¬ 
ing is developing a relationship 
with your teammates and get¬ 
ting comfortable with reads and 
breaks and just getting back into 
baseball shape,” he said. “But 
also learning what the guy wants 
next to you and learning how you 
can help and what you can do to 
make your teammates better.” 

The three-time All-Star hit .309 
with 17 homers, 36 doubles and 
76 RBIs in 143 games last season, 
making 134 starts in left field. His 
best season came in 2014, when 
he finished third in AL MVP vot¬ 
ing after hitting 20 homers with 
97 RBIs — both career highs. 

He’s excited about the possibil¬ 
ity of helping the Astros win an¬ 
other World Series after they took 
their first title in 2017. And with 
the group of guys he’s joining, he 
will be careful to simply be him¬ 
self instead of trying to do too 
much to wow his new teammates. 

“You know how good every¬ 
body is in this locker room so I’m 
just going to come in and try to do 
exactly what I’m doing, and if that 
helps the team win games that’s 
all I care about,” he said. 


By Carrie Muskat 

Associated Press 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Albert Pujols 
had a busy weekend. On Friday, 
he was in New York at the United 
Nations to receive an award. On 
Saturday, he played in a “B” game 
on a back field at the Los Angeles 
Angels’ complex, and Sunday, he 
tuned up for the season by going 
3-for-3, including his first spring 
home run. 

When Pujols eventually retires 
from baseball, he wants to be 
remembered more for what he’s 
done off the playing field rather 
than his monster home runs. 

On Friday, the UN. Women for 
Peace Association presented its 
Humanitarian Award to Pujols, 
wife Deidre and their “Strike Out 
Slavery” anti-human trafficking 
group. The Pujols have devoted 
themselves to fighting human 
trafficking in the US. and around 
the world. 

“It was an opportunity to re¬ 
ceive an award but it’s an award 
that I share with so many peo¬ 
ple,” Pujols said Sunday. “We are 
just one of the groups of so many 
people who are fighting against 
human trafficking. To be honored 
hke that is great but it’s something 
that we share with a lot of people 
in our hves. It was really unique 
and really an honor to be there.” 

Pujols, 39, enters his 19th sea¬ 
son with 3,082 hits and 633 home 
runs but ask him what’s impor¬ 
tant once his playing days are 
over and it has nothing to do with 
baseball. 

“I consider myself blessed and 
fortunate to use this platform that 
God has given me in baseball for 
a moment like this,” Pujols said. 
“It’s more than the game. I think 
at the end of the day, I want to be 


remembered as a strong valued 
guy who loves the Lord, loves his 
family, and will do whatever it 
takes for the community. 

“We allow ourselves to change 
and to help other people in need 
and I think that’s the platform 
that we should use as celebri¬ 
ties, as baseball players, as ac¬ 
tors, basketball, whatever sport 
you play,” he said. “I think there’s 
more than the sport that you play 
and we are blessed and we have 
been given this gift. At the end of 
the day, I want God to look at me 
and say, ‘Well done.’ I don’t want 
him to say, ‘What have you done 
with the gift that I gave you?’ ” 

At least four Mqjor League 
teams (the Angels, Nationals, 
Mets and Royals) will host events 
this season to raise awareness of 
human trafficking in connection 
with the Pujols’ “Strike Out Slav¬ 
ery” organization. It’s a step. 

The three-time Most Valuable 
Player has his own Pujols Family 
Foundation, which makes mission 
trips to the Dominican Republic 
as well as works with children 
who have Downs syndrome. The 
“Strike Out Slavery” group is 
separate from the foundation. 
All of the efforts are important to 
Pujols. 

“I can’t tell you when I’m done 
playing what I’m going to do be¬ 
cause I really don’t think about 


the future,” Pujols said. 

Fans don’t often see 10-time 
All-Star players on a back field in 
an early morning “B” game. For 
Pujols, it made sense. 

“I’m at this point that as a vet¬ 
eran guy, you know what you need 
to do to get ready for whenever 
the season opens,” he said. “I also 
don’t want to screw up the plans 
that the manager has — this gives 
him an opportunity to see other 
guys.” 

Pujols wants to make a differ¬ 
ence on the field and off it. 

“He’s a once in a lifetime play¬ 
er and guy,” Angels teammate 
David Fletcher said. 

Notes: Mike Trout also hit his 
first home run on Sunday, con¬ 
necting against the Athletics’ 
Marco Estrada. Trout did well in 
a golf tournament on Saturday. 
“I’ve always thought golf didn’t 
mess up a baseball swing for me,” 
Trout said. “I just like compet¬ 
ing, it doesn’t matter what it is.” ... 
Third baseman Zack Cozart was 
scratched from Sunday’s lineup 
because of tightness in his left 
caff. He was to be evaluated on 
Monday. Cozart said he felt his 
calf tighten up during baserun¬ 
ning drills.... Left-handed pitcher 
Andrew Heaney is being pushed 
back because of inflammation in 
his elbow. He has been able to 
play catch. 


Angels infielder Albert Pujols fields a ball during practice at the team’s spring basebali training facility 
month in Tempe, Ariz. 



Chris Carlson/AP 









Page 30 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, March 5,2019 


NFL COMBINE 


FAU’s Al-Shaair shaped by hardships 


Pro career a chance for 
LB to make a difference 

By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Azeez Al-Shaair views 
his NFL future differently from most other 
prospects in Indianapolis this week for the 
scouting combine. 

He’s not driven by fame or fortune, fancy 
cars or the latest high-priced gadget, and he 
certainly isn’t interested in comparing mate¬ 
rial possessions. 

What the promising, young linebacker re¬ 
ally wants is an opportunity to help his fam¬ 
ily and those who, like him, have learned life’s 
toughest lessons the hard way. 

“We all like the feel-good story when times 
are good, but I remember eating lunch as a 
(high school) freshman in the stairwell by 
myself in dirty clothes always getting made 
fun of. That’s what I remember,” Al-Shaair 
said at the NFL’s annual scouting combine. “I 
want to help those types of people, the people 
nobody cares about.” 

Today, he’s one of 300-plus players trying to 
turn one good week into a multimillion-dollar 
career. 

But the former Florida Atlantic star under¬ 
stands a pro career isn’t just a lottery ticket; 
it’s a chance to make a difference, to help his 
family regain its footing after spending the 
last 6 V 2 years in search of a new home. 

The journey began in August 2012 when 
fire burned Al-Shaair’s house to the ground. 
The high school sophomore helped his seven 
siblings escape as everything else went up in 
smoke. 

Al-Shaair and his family spent the next four 
months living with another relative until the 
cramped quarters led them to move into an 
extended-stay hotel. 

Life was hard, money was tight and Al- 
Shaair wanted to keep his living arrangements 
a secret. One visit from Florida Atlantic coach 
Charlie Partridge helped Al-Shaair see the 
world through a different set of eyes. 

“He was the first person, college coach, 
that I ever told what I was going through,” 
Al-Shaair said. “I remember meeting him at 
a Boys & Girls Club because he couldn’t do an 



WiLFREDO Lee/AP 


Florida Atlantic linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair 
views his NFL future differently from most 
other prospects in Indianapolis this week 
for the scouting combine. He’s not driven 
by fame or fortune — he just wants the 
opportunity to help those in need. 

in-home visit because I didn’t have a house. It 
was embarrassing for me. But that was what 
made me end up going there.... If it wasn’t for 
that guy giving me a shot, God knows where I 
would have ended up.” 

Al-Shaair earned Conference USA all¬ 
freshman honors in 2015 and finished 24th in 
tackles in the Football Bowl Subdivision as a 
sophomore. 


I remember eating lunch as 
a (high school) freshman in 
the stairwell by myself in dirty 
clothes always getting made 
fun of. ... I want to help those 
types of people, the people 
nobody cares about. ’ 

Azeez Al-Shaair 

Florida Atlantic linebacker 


Off the field, the college experience was 
a full-time challenge. As Al-Shaair began to 
open up about the fire and lack of a home, he 
tried to balance classwork with the parental 
responsibilities of his two younger broth¬ 
ers after becoming their legal guardian, and 
the Owls fired Partridge following the 2016 
season. 

“It’s tough. It’s hard as hell. It’s not easy at 
all,” he said. “I commend anybody who can 
go to college and play sports and go to class. 
You’ve got people who have 4.0 GPAs and 
they’re in college with a sport, that’s amazing. 
It’s hard to do that. People don’t understand, 
you’ve got to turn down a lot of other stuff to 
stay [focused].” 

Somehow, Al-Shaair did. 

He led Conference USA in tackles as a junior 
and could have left early for the NFL Draft. 
Under the circumstances, nobody would have 
blamed him. 

But instead, Al-Shaair went back to school, 
back to work and back to his family, only to 
endure one more hardship — a torn ante¬ 
rior cruciate ligament in his left knee, which 
ended his senior season after six games. Al- 
Shaair had surgery in November and is still 
rehabbing. 

“Even to this day, as a competitor, I want to 
be the best and it’s tough balancing the com¬ 
petitive nature and that sense of being ungrate¬ 
ful,” Al-Shaair said. “If you break it down, you 
see so many things in life people deal with 
other than football. You’ve got guys that can’t 
walk, or can’t use their [limbs], whatever the 
case may be, there are so many different peo¬ 
ple going through a million things and you’re 
not the only one. You’ve got to be humble and 
grateful for what you’ve got.” 


Follow; Bosa could be top overall pick in NFL Draft 



Darron Cummings/AP 


Ohio State defensive lineman Nick Bosa gets measured on Sunday 
at the NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

So, Bosa was asked at the NFL 
scouting combine Saturday what 
advice he’d give Williamson, 
who missed his third straight 
game Saturday with a mild knee 
sprain. 

“I mean, just lean on the people 
that you love and go with your 
gut,” Bosa said. “I faced a pretty 
serious injury. I had surgery that 
took me out for the rest of the 
year, so kind of the choice was 
made for me.” 

Bosa dealt with something 
much more serious than Wil¬ 
liamson did — a tom bilateral 
core muscle, an excruciating in¬ 
jury that occurs when the rectus 
abdominus or adductor muscles 
are torn off the pubic bone. Sur¬ 
geons fix it by inserting a mesh 
cone into the tear to plug the hole 
formed in the muscle. 

“It’s literally the muscle used 
to breathe, to cough, to go to the 
bathroom,” Bosa said. 

Bosa got tangled up with 


Horned Frogs left tackle Austin 
Meyers on a third down pass rush 
on Sept. 14 in Arlington, Texas, 
and stayed on the turf 
“I know what a serious injury 
is,” Bosa said. “I knew my season 
was in jeopardy and I had a doc¬ 


tor confirm that.” 

Bosa had gotten off to a terrific 
start, collecting a team-high 14 
tackles, including six for loss, and 
four sacks when he got hurt. 

“It was the year that I been 
waiting for my whole career,” 


he said. “I kind of split reps my 
freshman and sophomore year. 
Coming in I was going to be the 
guy. ... It just got torn away from 
me. It’s something that I’ll always 
think back to.” 

That first night was the tough¬ 
est, he said. 

“When I got home from that 
TCU game I was lying in bed, I 
could barely get up,” Bosa said. 
“It was one of the darkest mo¬ 
ments of my life so far. 

“So, for me to just talk to my 
family and let them bring me 
up and just know that my life is 
still good and I still have amaz¬ 
ing blessings and a bright future, 
that’s what helped me get through 
it.” 

Bosa said he’s finally back to 
100 percent and wouldn’t hold 
back during his testing at the 
combine nor skip any drills. 

“This is one of the injuries that 
once you get it fixed, it’s pretty 
guaranteed to be good,” Bosa 
said. 



Darron Cummings/AP 


Mississippi State defensive 
lineman Montez Sweat runs the 
40-yard dash at the combine on 
Sunday in Indianapolis. 

Tigers’ Sweat 
sets big-man 
record for 
40-yard dash 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS —The defen¬ 
sive linemen hailed as the gems 
of the draft class didn’t disap¬ 
point during their on-field testing 
Sunday, and nobody performed 
better than Montez Sweat. 

The 6-foot-6,260-pounder from 
Mississippi State clocked a 4.41- 
second 40-yard dash at Lucas 
Oil Stadium, the fastest time by 
a defensive lineman since at least 
2003. 

That topped the mark of 4.43 
seconds set by Emanuel Lawson 
in 2006. 

He was faster than all but two of 
23 running backs who ran the 40 
at the NFL scouting combine this 
week, and he was 0.12 seconds 
faster than Jadeveon Clowney’s 
time at the 2014 combine. 

Sweat had 11 ¥2 sacks and 14 
tackles for loss last season after 
posting 10 V 2 sacks and 15 ¥2 tack¬ 
les for loss in 2017. 

He said Saturday that he mod¬ 
els his game after “old-time pass 
rushers like Jason Taylor,” and 
when asked what would set him 
apart among this year’s deep D- 
line class. Sweat said, “I think I 
would separate myself with my 
effort and my play. Just getting 
after the QB is what I do best.” 

Also Sunday, Alabama D-line- 
man Quinnen Williams ran a 
4.83 40-yard dash. That’s the 
fourth-fastest combine time by a 
300-plus pound D-lineman since 
2003. 

His Tigers teammate, defen¬ 
sive tackle Dexter Lawrence, sus¬ 
tained a minor thigh injury while 
running his 40 and didn’t partici¬ 
pate in the other drills. He is ex¬ 
pected to work out at the Tigers’ 
pro day later this month. 

Lawrence is a 6-foot-4, 342- 
pound tackle who is a dominant 
run defender and scouts expect 
him to develop into a good pocket 
pusher in the passing game. 
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Small school successes fuel motivation 



Several prospects hoping to turn 
heads at annual scouting combine 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Defensive 
lineman Darryl Johnson sees 
hope for small-school players all 
around the NFL. 

One of his former teammates 
at North Carolina A&T, running 
back Tarik Cohen, plays for the 
Chicago Bears. Another ex-col¬ 
lege teammate, offensive lineman 
Brandon Parker, landed with the 
Oakland Raiders. Comerback 
Tony McRae, a third A&T alum, 
is with the Cincinnati Bengals 
and Indianapolis Colts lineback¬ 
er Darius Leonard, another Mid- 
Eastern Athletic Conference 
alum, is the league’s newest de¬ 
fensive rookie of the year. 

Johnson knows the names, 
stories and backgrounds and it’s 
convinced him that he can be the 
next guy on the list. 

“He’s a guy from an HBCU 
(Historically Black College and 
University), who put in a lot of 
hard work and that’s what I do,” 
Johnson said Saturday when 
asked about Leonard. “He’s a 
relentless effort guy and I’m the 
same way.” 

Making it to the NFL’s annual 
scouting combine in Indianapolis 
could help pro scouts determine 
if they see the same similarities. 

While Johnson is not the big¬ 
gest name in a crowded class of 
talented pass-rushing ends and 
fast linebackers and he’s not one 
of the enormous run stuffers, he 
certainly presents an intriguing 
profile. 


Did you know 

Two of the 
NFL’s greatest 
players — 

Walter Payton 
and Jerry Rice — 
played at historically 
black colleges in 
Mississippi. 


At 6-foot-6, 253 pounds, 

Johnson is long and lean, like 
Leonard. 

Johnson recorded 16 ¥2 sacks 
over the past two seasons, earn¬ 
ing first-team all-conference 
honors both years and last year’s 
MEAC defensive player of the 
year award — which Leonard 
took in 2016 and 2017. 

Like Leonard, Johnson relies 
on speed to play sideline to side¬ 
line and, like Leonard, Johnson 
describes himself an underdog 
with something to prove. 

“Coming from a HBCU, com¬ 
ing out early, I feel like I’m mak¬ 
ing a statement for all the HBCUs 
so they won’t sleep on black col¬ 
lege football,” said Johnson, a 
redshirt junior who gave up his 
final year of eligibility to enter 
the draft. “A lot of legends played 
black college football.” 

Where exactly Johnson fits 
into this year’s draft is still to be 


Old Dominion defensive lineman Oshane Ximines runs a drill Sunday at 
Indianapolis. Ximines set school records for sacks (33), forced fumbles 


determined. 

But his much is clear: Passing 
on small-school college players 
comes with its own perils. 

Two of the NFL’s greatest play¬ 
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North Carolina A&T defensive lineman Darryl Johnson Jr. does the bench press drill at the scouting 
combine in Indianapolis on Thursday. 


ers — the late Walter Payton and 
Jerry Rice — attended HBCUs 
in Mississippi. Joe Flacco led 
the Baltimore Ravens to a Super 
Bowl title after playing at Dela¬ 
ware. Philadelphia Eagles quar¬ 
terback Carson Wentz was taken 
No. 2 overall after competing for 
Football Championship Subdivi¬ 
sion power North Dakota State 
and receivers Tyreek Hill and 
Adam Thielen played Division II 
at West Alabama and Minnesota 
State, before winning jobs with 
the Kansas City Chiefs and Min¬ 
nesota Vikings. 

This year’s draft class should 
be no exception. 

Pass-rushing specialist Os¬ 
hane Ximines became the first 
Old Dominion player to make the 
Senior Bowl, could be the first 
player drafted from the Virginia 
school and if things go well be¬ 
tween now and April, he could be 
a first-round pick. 

Ximines was a late bloomer. 
He didn’t start playing football 
until he was a high school fresh¬ 
man then moved from safety to 
the defensive line after growing 
six inches and adding 30 pounds 
between his freshman and sopho¬ 
more seasons. 

“My parents knew nothing 
about football,” Ximines said. 
“They’re from Jamaica so they 
leaned mostly toward soccer. 
But when I told my mom I got my 
first scholarship offer, she was 
like ‘They offer scholarships for 
that?”’ 


Michael Conhoy/AP 

the NFL scouting combine in 
(11), and tackles for loss ( 5 IV 2 ). 

Ximines didn’t just take the 
scholarship he made the most of 
his opportunity after redshirt- 
ing his first year on campus. He 
finished his career with 33 sacks, 
51 y 2 tackles for loss and 11 forced 
fumbles — all school records — 
and the kind of moniker coaches 
and general managers love to 
hear. 

“We say he’s the ultimate Mon¬ 
arch,” said Old Dominion receiv¬ 
er Travis Fulgham who is also at 
the combine. “He’s a perfect stu¬ 
dent-athlete. He’s always making 
big plays for us. He’s a leader on 
and off the field.” 

Then there’s defensive lineman 
John Cominsky, an Ohio native 
who played quarterback in high 
school and needed a recommen¬ 
dation just to get a shot at playing 
for the University of Charleston. 

Now, after turning heads there, 
he’s on the verge of becoming the 
first draftee from that Division II 
school. 

“I think you just have to domi¬ 
nate at your level and make enough 
noise,” Cominsky said. “You can 
do it wherever you play. You just 
have to make some plays.” 

And after hearing the advice 
of Cohen and Parker and watch¬ 
ing McRae and Leonard suc¬ 
ceed, Johnson believes this is his 
chance to make a splash. 

“Everybody in the MEAC is 
fast,” Johnson said. “We’re not 
the biggest guys, but we run to 
the ball and I think that helps us 
as the league changes.” 
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Logano gets lucky 

Penske driver holds off teammate 
for first win at Vegas » Page 25 
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Bosa 

v.3.0 


Standout DL set 
to follow father, 
brother into NFL 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS 

N ick Bosa found himself in the 
news again last week when Zion 
Williamson sprained his right 
knee in the opening minute 
against North Carolina. 

The sight of his left shoe tearing apart 
and Williamson grabbing his right knee 
unleashed feverish debate over whether 
Duke’s freakish freshman forward should 
ever again play for Mike Krzyzewski’s 
Blue Devils. 

, Many wondered 

if he should just 
turn his attention to 
the pros like Bosa 
did six months ago 
when he got hurt in 
Ohio State’s third 
game of the season. 
Instead of rehab- 
bing for a return to 
the Buckeyes, Bosa 
began training for 
the combine, the 
draft and a career 
in the NFL. 

Bosa figures to get drafted higher than 
his father, John, who went 16th overall to 
Miami in 1987, and maybe even higher 
than big brother, Joey, the third overall 
pick by the Chargers in 2016. 

Williamson is the consensus top pick in 
the NBA draft this summer. 

SEE FOLLOW ON PAGE 30 


It would 
just mean 
so much to 
be thought 
of as the 
best player 
in the draft. ^ 

Nick Bosa 

Ohio State DL 
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